
The North Carolina Graysons 

It 1s probably no coincidence t h a t  The Rutherford County 
Graysons and t h e  Wilkes County Graysons of North Carolina s t a r t e d  
t h e i r  l ineage  about t h e  same time according t o  t h e  documents now 
a t  hand. 

Wilkescounty w a s  formed f r o m  Surre  oounty In 1777; 
Burke County oame from Bamn Q. i n  1 7 7 7 d e r i o r d  county - - 
came from Burke and Tyron i n  1779, 

Now look a t  these  da tes :  these  a r e  t h e  e a r l i e s t  
land grant  d a t e s  of Graysons frm f o r  t h e  above coun t l e s t  

+ a s s :  1. WILKES s BENJAMIN GRAYSON; grant  5 4 
a. Entered; 19 June 1779 

2 
b. Desoribed; 5 Apr i l  1782 
c, Isrsued; 9 Nov. 1784 
d, b o a t i a n t  On t h e  d iv id ing  r idge  between Wilkes 
t and Burke count ies  

2. BURKE$ JOSPH GRAYSON; g ran t  386 ( a l s o  Joseph GRISAM) 
a, Entered; 31 Deo, 1778 
b. Surveyed; 10  Feb. 1780 
o. Issued; 28 Oot. 1782 
d. A branch o f  the  F i r s t  L i t t l e  Broad River 

a j i l n i n g  t h e  county l i n e  t h a t  d iv ides  Rutherford County 
from Burke County. 

3, RUTHERFORDS JOSEPH GRAYSON (Was t h i s  t h e  son of t h e  
a, Enteredr 13 Oct, 1795 Burke co, Joseph?)  
b, Surveyads Nov, 22, 1797 
a; I ssuedt  18 Dec.1797 
d. Witnessedr Dlviney; Wm, Grayson 

INFERENCES t 

1,Joseph Grayson and Benjamin Grayson above came almost 
simultaneously t o  ermter  land i n  North Carolina, 

2. Therefore they  might be r e l a t e d ,  
3. I n  aamuoh a e  they each named t h e i r  sons W i l l i a m ,  John, 

Joseph, and Benjamin Grayson, they were probably b ro the r s ,  
4, Inasmuoh as l a t e r  census r e t u r n s  show t h a t  one o r  more 

of eaoh o f  t h e i r  sons were born i n  Virg in ia ,  it is  conclueded 
t h a t  t h e  b ro the r s  Benjamin and Joseph Grayson came f r o m  Virginia.  

5 ,  Elsewhere , beaause of  t h e  mentioned names Crow and Hurt 
I n  the w i l l  of  Joseph Grayson's widow Rachel, it is suspected t h a t  
Culpepper coun t y ,  Va., was t h e i r  home, 

6 .  Therefore,  t h e  search should conoentrate  on t h e  Graysons 
o f  Culpepper co,, Va. 

7, If t h e  e l d e s t  son of Benjamin was William Grayson and t h e  
e l d e s t  son of h i s  b ro the r  Joseph Grayson was a l s o  W i l l i a m  G~ayson,  
perhapa t h e  f a t h e r  of Benjamin and Joseph in Va, was a Willlam 
Grayson, 

8, If t h e  f a t h e r  was not William, then we should look f o r  
t h e i r  f a t h e r  t o  be named John, Joaeph, o r  Benjamin, beoause of  t h e  
commonality i n  t h e  2 f ami l i e s ,  



Mar P. Hammersmith 
142 9; Lark Lane 
Napewille,  Ill. 23 April  1978 

Dear Mrs. Hammersmith, 

It was kind of you t o  answer my ad regarding the Graysona 
of Wilkes.county and t o  send the  map of land ownership 
with Bendamin Grayson'a grant of 1779. 

I have on f i l e  photocopies of' 2 d i f f e ren t  grants  t o  
Benjamin Grayson, sr., of Wilkas,: 

NO. 544 i s  fon  290 acres o f  land; in; Wilkes county -on King's. 
Creek beginning near t o  - Til lcyj  a cornen, e t a s .  and 18 signed 
by Edmond. Tl l ley ,  Joseph Woodall, chain c a r r i e r s  and %n:El ldge  
and; J o s  Horndon. Eatcrcd June 19, 1779, Issued: Nov.' 9; 
17840 

On Dec. 7th. 1778, ia the  Wilkes county Land2 entry book 
isL No$. 530, wherein Benjamin Grayam enters  400 acres  af land 
in Wilkes county lying on Kings CreekI adJolning t h e  land og 
Edmand T i l l -  

I o m ' t  Imagine how you would go about reconstructing the  
neighborhood l i k e  you did, You must t e l l  me some time: I am 
gra te fu l  f o r  the  map, but now I wish I could use it i n  some way& 

I think It morec than a winoidonce tha t  on Dtco 31st, 1778 r 
Joseph Graysomentered lmdr (No..1327) i n  Burkacounty r igh t  next 
t o  Wilkes: county on the Fi r s t  L i t t l e  Br~aa River on 
the cl~unty l i n e  thattd.1vides Rutherford County from B d e  county. 
This Joseph Grayson, sr., s ta r ted  a large Grayson clan in1 
Butherford county on which I have extensive records. 

b a l s o  have extensive records of the  descendants and/or other -- 

Graysons.. of Wilkes, inorluding t h e i r  land grants, I suspect tha t  
the above Joseph Grayson of Rutherford was a brother or  other 
relative t o  my Benjamin Grayson of Wilkes, but have no pmof; 
Joseph Graysam.was sa id  t o  have come from V 1  rginia, but no one 
knows more than t h a t ,  The Mcatons who intermarried with the 
Butherford Graysons came from Albemarlc county, Va., s o  it i s  
tempting t o  think t h a t  Benjam1n.Grayson came from Albemarlc 
oounty also. 



Mrs. Absher has dona research f o r  me and has charted a l l  
the records of a l l  the  Wilkes Graysons, but alas has nott 
found the  name Wren Grayson i n  Wilkes records, My cxonnect- 
ion1 t o  Wilkes- I s  cdrcumstantial but subs t an t i a l ,  through 
later records out of Tennb and Ind, Wren Grayson was born 
i n  1782. 

Lhave not found the  names of the neighbors of Benjamin 
Grayson i n  my reoords.8 that is, Holti, T i l l e y ,  Cox, 
Witherspaon, Stopp, W - t a t ,  Neathery, Coffee ox the  o ther  
nunea you msnt1oned.t: Smallcy , Ankhow,, Murray, 

Wren Grayson's 1st wifa was a Betsy Owens, and I had hoped he 
met her in Wilkas, but It might have been Scott oo., Ky* 
where he found her, s ince  that i s  where his 1st ch i ld  was 
born and the re  were many Owens i n  Scott  oo. 

Then in 1807 Wren and Betsy went t o  Bledsoe cro.!, Tenrue In  
about 1827 they moved back t o  S c o t t  co., Ky, then in  about5 
1830-28, awent to Decatur co., Ind, Do any of these  places. 
ning a b e l l  with you? Betsy must have died: and Wren married 
&Rebecca . 
I -have not been t o  Wilkes county, but I w i l l  gg i f  theru 
is some research I o m  do, Maybe yau could suggest something, 

I do not1 have the  Wilkes q u a r t e r l i e s  f o r  1978 o r  1977 and I 
think B bade t he  1975-6 subscript ion.  I hopcyou 
can flnd some new clues on the Graysons.* 

Thanks again for the n i ce  l e t t e r ,  

Please w .&te again, r 1 
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L The p u n g  man i n  the  land grant o f f ice  and I f e e l  t h a t  Ben jamin and 
Joseph were perhaps brothers. Benjamin ge t t ing  his first land on the  ridge bet 
WiZkes and Burke and Joseph ge t t ing  his f i r s t  land be t  Burke and Rutherford Coa, 
By both of them using the  same names and then William ( 5 )  using the  same, they 
almost ce r t a in ly  had t o  be very c lose ly  re la ted,  

Now, I have checked my own pr iva te  col lect ion of records i n  Virginia 
mince I have not had time t o  go t o  the  l i b r a r y  and research i n  the material. up 
there. There was am Ambrose Grayson who l e f t  a w i l l  in 17@ naming h i s  brother 
BENJAMIN GRAYSON his b c r .  Ambrose and a John Grayson obtained l a ~ d  i n  t h e  
1720'8. John sold Ambrose land i n  1729. Ambrose had a son John and one Anbroae 
and nothar children, not named. There is mention of Col William Grayson i n  both 
the Spotsylvania Books and Augusta County Books. We have r i g h t  much material  i n  
the libmary on the counties formed ou t  of Augusta and around t h a t  area of Spotsylvania 
Orange, Caroline, etc. I do not know t h a t  there is enough t o  f i n d  a connection with 
the Ben jamin and Joseph t h a t  came i n t o  Wilkes, but  I can only t e l l  you I w i l l  search 
through it all i f  you want t o  continue w i t h  the search. 

Ihs enclosed material exhausts the check mailed ear l ie r .  I w i l l  await 
your pleasure. 

Sincerely, 

L 
Mm. W. 0, Ababer 

Encl. 

P. S, I could not make copies of the zerox copies of the  t a x  lists a t  t h i s  time. 
It might be possible f o r  me t o  do so later, but  one espec ia l ly  hes to be cut  and 
put  together i n  a b e t t e r  order, I am speaking of copying only the Grayson references. 

- 
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Mrs.W. 0. Absher 
P . 0 . m ~  1629 
North Wikesboro, N.C. 28659 

Dear Mrs. Absher: 

Thank you f o r  your e x c e l l e n t  r e i o r t  on t h e  Graysons. I s e e  t h a t  one of t h e  cruci t .1  
p o i n t s  t o  r e so lve  is t h e  ma t t e r  of WILLIAM GRAYSON whose fami ly  was recorded i n  
Wilkes county i n  t h e  census o f  1800, 1810, and 1820. I have r eco rds  i n d i c a t i n g  
t h a t  he so ld  h i s  land  i n  1824. I assume him t o  be t h e  William Grayson who then  
shows up i n  Monroe county, Tenn., i n  t h e  same a r e a  where f o u r  Grayson f a m i l i e s  t h e  
r i g h t  age t o  be h i s  son; a r e  l i s t e d :  namely Henry, John, Benjamin, and Joseph 
Grayson. This  William Grayson accoxding t o  your census schedules  turned  45 between 
1811 and 1820 and t h e r e f o r e  w a s  born between 1766 and 1775. 

I n  Rutherford county i n  the 1810 census t h e r e  were 2 William Graysons age 45 o r  
o l d e r .  One of them had one g i r l  under 10 and a w i f e  26-45; t h e  o t h e r  had t h r e e  g i r l s  
under 10 and a wife  45  o r  o l d e r .  Therefore t h e  two W i l l i a m  Graysons of Rutherford 
county i n  1810 were n o t  t h e  same a s  t h e  W i l l i a m  Grayson of Wilkes county. 

Furthermore, Williwn Grayson witnessed the w i l l  of  Rachel (VanZant) Grayson i n  1828 
i n  Rutherford county. Rachel was t h e  widow o f  Joseph Gxayson. I assume t h a t  W i l -  
l iam was t h e  son of  Joseph and Rachel. I have a l e t t e r  from Harold R o l l i n s  of  
Winston-Salem, N.C.,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of Joseph Grayson according t o  es- 
t a t e  proceedings, were 1) W i l l i a m  who marr ied Susannah m g a n  i n  1807 and d i ed  1841, 
2 )  Joseph, Jr., 3 )  I s aac ,  4)  Benjamin, 5) E l i zabe th ,  and 6) Susan. Fu r the r ,  I have 
the  w i l l  of William Grayson of Ruthexford county da ted  16  Feb., 1841, i n  which he 
names a s  h i s  c h i l d r e n   enj jam in Erayson, S a l l y  Deviney, Pa t sy  Queen, and E l i zabe th  
Grayson. This l a t t e r  William Grayson must t h e r e f o r e  be t h e  William o f  t h e  1810 cen- 
sus  wi th  3 g i r l s  under 10. 

Further  analyzing t h e  age o f  W i l l i a m  Gxayson o f  Wilkes, I no te  t h a t  i n  t h e  1800 census 
h i s  wife  was 16-26 and he had 3 sons and 2 daughters  under 10.  H i s  wi fe  must have 
been c l o s e  t o  26 and they must have been marr ied about  10 y e a r s  p rev ious ly  i n  1790. 
If William was 2 1  a t  marriage, h i s  b i x t h  would have been about  1769. This  s t i l l  l i e s  
i n  t h e  bracke t  1766-1775 as c a l c u l a t e d  from t h e  1810 and 1820 census, between which 
he turned 45. HOWEVER, if h e  was boxn BEFORE 1774, as is l i k e l y  (cogld a 26 year  
o l d  man have 5 ch i ld ren? )  then  W i l l i a m  Grayson of Wilkes, no doubt t h e  Williaxr, E. 
Grayson of  o t h e r  records ,  :night NOT be a son of Benjamin Grayson o f  Wilkes. Fu r the r ,  
t h e  son of  enj jam in i n  the  1800 census who was 16-26 and t h e  Lac' 3 a t  home o u t  
of 7 c h i l d r e n  (5 boys, 2 girls)  could have been WREN GRAYSOir, 5 2 .  

I f  William Grayson of  Wilkes i s  t h e  same W i l l i a m  Gxayson of Elo.,roe county, Tenn., then 
he was born i n  1767 i n  V i rg in i a  and h i s  wife  was Anny, boxn 1774 i n  N.C. (1850 census 
of Xonroe county, Tenn.) This f i t s  we l l  wi th  t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n s  a b v e  f o r  W i l l i a m  

t Grayson o f  Wilkes. 

We can t r y  t o  c a l c u l a t e  t h e  age of  ~enjarr l in  of Wiikes from h i s  son, Joh11, who was 
married by 1790. I f  John was 21, and i f  Ben-jamin had been 21 n t  Jof.n's b i r t h ,  then 
Benjamin was horn a t  l e a s t  42 years hefore t h e  1790 census: 1748. L E  w e  g i v e  a 2 - 
year margin p l u s  ox mirlus f o r  John and also for Benjamin, we have 1745 plus  o r  minus 



Gray son 
,. page, 2 Page 119 

b* i; 
Page 119 

4 years ,  O X  1744-1752. We know t h a t  Benjamin Grayson, Sr . ,  was born before 1755 

L 
because i n  the  1800 census he was over  45 yea r s  o f  age. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  w e  have 
thecensus of  JOHN GRAYSON o f  Knox county, Tennl, i n  1830: (I assume t h i s  t o  be the  
son o f  Wilkes f o r  reasons  s t a t e d  elsewhere) .  I n  1830 John was 60-69; t h u s  he was 
born 1760-1770, and t h i s  proves t h a t  he was over  20 i n  t h e  1790 census. 

The 5 sons of Benjamin of Wilkes were: 
1. JOHN, t h e  e l d e s t ,  who had h i s  own family i n  1790. 
2. JOSEPH, who went t o  Knox county, married P a t t i e  Brazeal  i n  1798. 
3 .  JZSSE, who l e f t  for Tenn. a f t e x  1805, had a l a r g e  fami ly  i n  Marion county,  w i t -  

nessed t h e  w i l l  o f  Joseph. 
4 .  BENJAMIN, Jr., proven t h e  son of Benjamin, Sr . ,  i n  the 1799 t a x  l i s t  which men- 

t ionned Sr. and Jr. 
5. WREN, proven t h e  b ro the r  of  JOSEPH elsewhere. 

From a l l  of  t h e  above, we usua l ly  have concluded t h a t  t h e r e  were only  5 sons of Ben- 
jamin of  Wilkes, mainly because i n  t h e  1787 census t h e r e  were 5 sons,  and i n  t h e  1790 
census when John Grayson was i n  h i s  own household t h e r e  were 4 sons i n  t h e  home of 
Benjamin. But suppose TWO sons l e f t  t h e  home of Benjamin 1787-1790, and one was 
BORN. Then t h e r e  would be 6 sons ,  and t h e r e  would be room f o r  W i l l i a m  E. Grayson 
on t h e  l i s t .  William could have l e f t  during t h e  per iod  1787-1790 (age 20-23) a s  we l l  
as John 421'2) 

The only  t r o u b l e  is ,  who was t h e  boy i n  Ben's house age 16-26 i n  1800? Wren o r  t h e  
youngest? To answer, l e t  us  examine t h e  sons: 1) It was n o t  John because he mar- 
r i e d ,  went to Tenn. t o  Knox county before  1800. 2 )  Joseph went t o  Knox county, m a r -  

L 
ried 1798, and t h e r e  i s  no reason  t o  th ink  he  re turned .  3) J e s s e  Grayson must have 
been born be fo re  1777 because he had land  and pa id  taxes 1797-1805, s o  it was not  
Jesse a t  Ben's house i n  1800. 4 )  Benjamin, Jr., was on  t h e  tax record  i n  1799 b u t  
owned no land .  From Marion county, Tenn. r eco rds  we have concluded previous ly  t h a t  
t h e  wife  of Benjamin, Jr., was Maxtha, born i n  1780. Therefore,  Benjamin is  l i k e l y  t o  
have been br7n be fo re  1780. Furthermore, Benjamin Grayson, Jr., might be the one who 
witnessed the w i l l  of Jane  McCarty i n  Knox county, Tenn., i n  1792. 

Thexefore, we have no evldecce f o r  t h e  theory  s t a t e d  above, t h a t  t h e r e  might have been 
a son younger than  Wren and t h a t  2 r a t h e r  t han  1 son l e f t  1787-1790. 

However, suppose t h e r e  had been 6 sons BEFORE 1787 and one l e f t  be fo re  t h e  1787 census 
and then  John l e f t  a f t e r  t h a t  census. If William i n s t e a d  of John was t h e  e l d e s t ,  and 
i f  W i l l i a m  had l e f t  be fo re  1787, he could then  be a b ro the r  to Wren. W i l l i a m  was born 
about  1767 (1850 census i n  Monroe County, Tenn.). He l e a v e s  home age  19-20, evading 
t h e  1787 census, and leaving  5 b r o t h e r s  a t  home. John l e a v e s  i n  1790, l eav ing  4.  Wren 
is t h e  l a s t  a t  home i n  1800. Now we have 6 sons o f  Benjamin o f  Wilkes. 

I p r e f e r  t h e  l a s t  theory.  Therefore W i l l i a m  would have been t h e  e l d e s t  son, no t  John, 
and i f  W i l l i a m  was born when h i s  f a t h e r  b.as a t  l e a s t  21, then  h i s  f a t h e r  Benjamin 
would have been born i n  (1767-21) about  1746 i n s t e a d  of  1748 (+ o r  - 4 ) .  

There a r e  t w o  o t h e r  N.C. Graysons: i n  t h e  1800 census f o r  Lincoln county i s  DRURY 
GRAYSON 833,  42101-31001. Also an  ELI GRAYSON i n  Wake county, N.C. i n  t h r e e  marriages 
and a s  a wi tness  i n  1798, 1810, 1820, and 1824. 

L You mentionged t h e  V i r g i n i a  Graysons. I have t h e  genealogy c o l l e c t i o n s  of 3 o f  t h e  
descendants  o f  t h e s e  Graysons, inc luding  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  of 2 c e r t i f i e d  genea log i s t s  
who have Grayson l i n e s .  The m a t e r i a l  amounts t o  hundreds of pages and hundreds of  
Graysons. I have given up t r y i n g  t o  go from t h a t  fami ly  t o  mine b u t  have decided 

?-. 

t h a t  I must go backward from my Graysons to f i n d  t h e  connect ing l i n k .  
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Inc iden ta l ly ,  would you exp la in  t o  me t h e  meaning o f  1 p o l l  and 0 p o l l ?  I f  t h a t  means 
1 p o l l  t a x ,  when would they  NOT pay 1 p o l l  tax? When n o t  vo t ing?  

I s h a l l  app rec i a t e  t h e  m a t e r i a l  on t h e  Rutherford c l a n  i f  you o b t a i n  it from t h e  per- 
son you met. Maybe he has  some new c lues .  

I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  Benjamin Grayson, S r . ,  l e f t  (o r  d ied?)  Wilkes between 1800 and 
1805 because Wren Grayson marr ied Betsy Owens i n  1805 i n  S c o t t  county, K y . ,  suggest- 
ing t h a t  when t h e  l a s t  son (Wren) l e f t  home, so  d i d  t h e  f a t h e r  l eave  f o r  o t h e r  lands.  
I hote  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  ju ry  i n  m a n e  county, (1805) Tenn., had a Benjamin Grayson on 
it. Fur the r ,  Bledsoe county, Tenn., was c r e a t e d  o u t  of Roane county i n  1807, t h e  
year  t h a t  Wren Grayson and h i s  w i f e  and f i r s t  c h i l d ,  John Wren Grayson, l e f t  S c o t t  
county, Ky., f o r  Bledsoe county. Benjamin Grayson (Jr. o r  S r? )  and Wren Grayson 
signed a p e t i t i o n  i n  1815 i n  Bledsoe county. I n  1813, Marion county was c r e a t e d  o u t  
of ~ l e + e  county and Indian  l ands ,  and i n  1830, J e s s e  Grayson, g en jam in Grayson, (Jr. 
no doubt) and t h e  widow o f  Joseph Grayson a r e  i n  Marion county wi th  l a r g e  f ami l i e s .  
Joseph i s  proven t o  b e  t h e  b ro the r  o f  Wren i n  a bounty a p p l i c a t i o n  and J e s s e  witnessed 
the  w i l l  of Joseph, t h i s  l i n k i n g  a l l  t he se  people.  Fu r the r  I have a l e t t e r  from Wren 
to h i s  nephew Henry, t h e  known son o f  Joseph. 

I was happy t o  o b t a i n  t h e  copy o f  t h e  290 a c r e  g r a n t  of Benjamin cC Wilkes because 
it was en tered  June 19, 1779, t h i s  being t h e  e a r i l i e s t  d a t e  o f  a document that I now 
have. 1 note  t h a t  Wilkes was c r e a t e d  from Surrey county i n  1777. Could +-here be 
Grayson r eco rds  i n  Surrey? Perhpas you could check deeds, dea ths ,  marr iages,  cou r t s ,  
t axes ,  e t c  . , t he re .  

What i f  Benjamin, S . r ,  had come d i x e c t l y  t o  V i rg in i a  or to North Caro l ina  from Eng- 

L land? Are t h e r e  immigration records?  

Enclosed is  a check fox  $25.00 f o r  more searching .  

Thank you. 

S incere ly  yours ,  

RRG: j l  

Encl . 




