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I '  and served a s  one of t h e  body guards f o r  Governor Andrew Johnson while  i n  Nashville.  

I M r .  O t to  P. Grayson of Whitwell w r i t e s  about P l easan t  Grayson: 
"Pleasant  ~ r a ~ s b n ,  t h e  o l d e s t  eon of Henry and Nancy wae a s e l f  taught  doctor .  A t  
t-hat time people who l i v e d  i n  t h e  Grayson Cove a r e a  would becbme v i o l e n t l y  ill from 
what was then  diagnosed as milk s ickness .  They sometimes d i ed  from t h i s  i l l n e s s .  It 
was thought t o  be-caused from dr inking  milk  from cows t h a t  grazed i n  an  a r e a  of the  
cove. This  o l d e s t  b ro the r  discovered a t reatment  f o r  t h i s  a i lment ,  I have mentioned 
t h i s  t o  Doctors and none have any knowledge of t h i s  ailment." 

Louisa Grayson, t h e  e l d e s t  daughte . o f  Henry and Nancy Grayson, married Joseph Bur- 
n e t t .  

Andrew Grayson, t h e  t h i r d  c h i l d  of Henry and Nancy Guayson, d i e d  without  i s sue .  

James M. Grayson, t h e  f o u r t h  c h i l d  of Henry and Nancy Grayson moved t o  Texas. It i s  
i n  Montague County, Texas t h a t  he remained u n t i l  h i s  death. 

The fol lowing from HISTORY OF NORTHERN AND WESTERN TEXAS by Paddock r e f e r s  t o  James M e  
I Grayson: 

The h i e t o r y  of p ioneer  l i f e  i n  Montague county i s  f a m i l i a r  t o  James M. Gray- 
son,  who l i v e d  he re  during t h e  period of e a r l y  Indian depreda t ions  when the  

1 red  men were o f t e n  h o s t i l e  and committed many a murder, a s  w e l l  a s  th iev ing .  
Brave and f e a r l e s s ,  Mr. Grayson continued t o  r e s i d e  on t h e  f romt i e r  and aid- 
e d  i n  i t s  rec lamat ion  f o r  t h e  purposes of c i v i l i z a t i o n .  He has become a 
p ran inen t  farmer and stockman and now has  va luable  i n t e r e s t s  i n  Montague 
county. A n a t i v e  of Marion County, Tennessee, he was born May 16, 1831 and 

I was reared  t o  farm l i f e  upon t h e  homestead p l ace  of h i s  parents ,  Henry and 

I Nancy (Hixon) Grayson, t h e  former a n a t i v e - o f  V i rg in i a  and t h e  l a t t i r  of 
Tennessee, i n  which s t a t e  they were married. 

Henry Grayson, t h e  p a t e r n a l  great-grandfather  o f  our  eub jez t ,  came from Eng- 
l and  t o  America, beiw-the only  one of t h e  family t o  c r o s s  t h e  At l an t i c .  He 
s e t t l e d  f i r s t  i n  V i r g i n i a  and af terward .removed t o  Tennessee, where he 
r e a r e d  h i s  family and spent  h i s  l a s t  years .  H i s  son, Henry Grayson, was 
born i n  V i r g i n i a  and wi th  t h e  family went t o  Tennessee, where he a l s o  re- 
mained, r ea red  h i s  family and d ied .  H i s  c h i l d r e n  were: Benjamin, Joseph, 
and Henry, Jr., t h e  --- last named being t h e  f a t h e r  of James M. Grayson. -- 
min and ~ o s e p h  Grayson removed t o  Mimi, where Joseph and h i e  wife  d i ed ,  
leaving a family of small c h i l d r e n  without means f o r  support .  Henry then 
went t o  t h a t  s t a t e  and took h i e  c h i l d r e n  back with him t o  Ten'nsrsee, caring 
f o r  them u n t i l  they were a b l e  t o  c a r e  f o r  themselves. He married and se t -  
t l e d  i n  Tennesree, becaning a prominent farmer,  rtockman and r l a v e  owner 
there. He had a l a r g e  t r a c t  of land and a l s o  b u i l t  and operated an exten- 
s i v e  f l o u r  m i l l ,  having the f i n e s t  water power m i l l  i n  Tennessee. Early i n  
l i f e  he  was an  i n f l u e n t i a l  Whig and later b e d e  a Democrat. Possessing 
much o r a t o r i c a l  a b i l i t y  as a f l u e n t  epeaker,  h e  d id  e f f e c t i v e  work i n  cam- 
paigns,  bu t  never  sought o f f i c e  f o r  himself .  Bel ieving i n  eecess ion  he d id  
much va luable  e e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  Confederacy, a l though he was t o o  o ld  t o  enter 
t h e  army. Hie farm l a y  i n  t h e  t r a c t  of both t h e  no r the rn  and southern 
t roops ,  who fo rages  off  h i s  p lace ,  t ak ing  h i s  s tock ,  des t roy ing  h i s  personal  
proper ty ,  r u i n i n g  h i s  f i n e  m i l l  and devas t a t ing  h i s  e s t a t e .  some of h i s  
r l a v a e  l e f t  home dur ing  t h e  war and o t h e r s  a t  t h e  c loue  of h o s t i l i t i e s  and 
t h e  r u i n e  of a v a s t  e e t a t e  were a l l  t h a t  vae l e f t  of h i s  l i f e ' r  earnings.  
Mowever, he managed i n  later years  t o  a c q u i r e  a campetency f o r  o l d  age and 
he passed away o n  t h e  fami ly  homestead a t  tQe r i p e  o l d  age of eighty-two 
years .  Re was a broad minded, i n t e l l i g e n t  businessman, a l s o  possessed 
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s t rong s o c i a l  q u a l i t i e s  and delighted i n  en te r t a in ing  h i s  many f r iends .  He 
was l ikewise char i t ab le  t o  the needy, was a considerate neighbor and all who 
knew him respected him f o r  h i e  loyal ty  i n  every r e l a t i o n  of l i f e .  A f a i t h -  
f u l  member of the  Chr is t ian  church, he was a g r e a t  Bible s tudent ,  earneet  i n  
church work and exemplifying i n  h i e  l i f e  h i s  r e l ig ious  f a i t h .  Hie v i f e  eur- 
vived him and d d i n  1882 a t  the  age of eighty-two years. She wae reared 
i n  Tennessee an # passed away a t  the old homestead there. She wae a descend- 
a n t  of t h e  Hixon family, widely and prominently known i n  the  s t a t e .  She had 
a brother,  Joseph, and there  were a l s o  o ther  members of the  family, but the  
record has not been kept. Mrs. Grayson was a devoted member of the  Presby- 
t e r i a n  church f o r  many yeare and a worthy Chr is t ian  lady, beloved by a l l  who 
knew her." 

Houston Grayson, another of Henry and Nancy's chi ldren,  remained on the  family farm i n  
Marion County u n t i l  h i s  death. Joeeph Grayeon, another of Henry and Nancy's children,  

X a v e s  no record. 

W i l l i a m  H. Crayson, born April 12, 1826 t o  Henry and Nancy Grayson, was educated a t  - 
the  Burnett School a t  Spencer,* a t  Red H i l l  and Looney's 
Creek. Whenthe Tennessee cG~,  I ron  and R. R. Company opened up t h e i r  mines a t  Whit- - 
well ,  he took charge of t h e i r  blacksmith shop f o r  about a year. After t h i s  he return- 
X o  t h e  farm. He was married on December 5, 1849 t o  Sarah Cowan, born i n  Jackson 
County, Alabama on-~frn-fami ly- children:  Joseph, 
who operated the f s i l y  farm i n  Marion; Esther Louisa who && 
Samuel H. who moved t o  Chattanooga where he l ived  and applied h i s  h i s  t rade  learned 
fran h i s  f a t h e r  and grandfather of blackrrni thing. ~ i l l i & - ~ .  Grayson joined the Union 
Army i n  September 1864 i n  Captain William Pryor'r carpany. I n  t h i s  o u t f i t  he was i n  
t h e  B a t t l e  of Atlanta. He was given an honorable d l e c h a r g ~  i n  Nashville on June 30, 
1865. 

Pa t r i ck  8. Grayron, a @on of Henry and Nancy Hixon Grayron was born on September 4 
5. He m i x a n - ~ e p t a m b e r  26, 1850 t o  Hartha '3. Woore, born June 1830, t h e  daugh:' 

t a r  of George and Nancy E. Moore, i n  Marion County, Tennessee. Llke the rert of hi8 
family, ne wae engaged I n  tgrming and rmithlng. 

During the  C i v i l  War, Pat r i ck  Ha Grayson joined the  Confederate Army on September 1862 
under t h e  leaderrhip  of Captain Pat r ick  H* Pr ice  Company of the Third Tannesece Caval- 
ry. He went t o  Kentucky, Chattanooga m d  l a t e r  t o  middle Tenneesee where he was i n  
t h e  Battle of For t  Donelron and Beech Grove. He wao captured i n  1863, in  Marion County 
and rameined i n  prison u n t i l  the  end of t h e  war. 

Mr. O.P. Grayson of Whitwell wr i te8  about Pat r ick  H.: 
"I remember may of h i s  C iv i l  War # tor iea .  H i s  army o r  h ie  regiment wae camped i n  Tul- 
lohoma, Tenneeeee. Af ter  the  Union A m y  had moved on , . f  remember the  s to ry  where h i s  
commanding o f f i c e r  orderad him t o  ge t ,  keep and empty meveral barre la  of brandy tha t  
t h e  Federalr  had l e f t  behind. The Captain arked t h a t  a l l  of t h e i r  canteens be f i l l e d  
f i r s t .  Most of t h e  Federal ' r  ruppl ier  Hcre burned before evacuation, but one barre l  
of brown eugar was overlooked. The Confederatee enjoyed these  ar t h e i r  r a t ions  were 
rhorr." 

"Pty grandfather (Pat r ick  Ha) raved a ncighbor'r l i f e .  He and the  neighbor had been 
given leave t o  r i d e  home from their r t a t i o n  i n  Alabama. B a t t l e  Creek i n  Marion County 
had no bridge and water wan high. The neighbor had never ridden a r v i d n g  horse. 
Grandfather gave him in r t ruc t ione  f o r  follow him, but  the  neighbor ducked h i s  horse 
and was thrown i n t o  the  water. The horse followed grandfather but the neighbor became 
panic s t r i c k e n  and ca l l ed  f o r  help. Grandfather was a good avimmer and swam out and 
ins t ruc ted  the  neighbor how t o  s w i m  t o  the shore. I remtmber the  neighbor. Hie 


