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Family Christmas Gathering

Interview with Roland Grayson

By Richard Grayson

December 23, 1973

Uncle George Grayson and Aunt Mary and Gladys and Howard Demaree came to Chicago in 1947 and gave the Pap Grayson sign to Roland. This is the curved sign from the steam fire engine in Madison, Indiana, where John Wren Grayson was the captain of the fire company about 1850.

Uncle George was "nuts" on baseball, as were Howard Demaree and Gladys. George gave the Pap Grayson sign to Dad because Dad was the only Grayson in his generation. Uncle George was a mailman. Uncle Will worked at an icehouse in Shelbyville after he retired. Dad (Roland) was a Methodist. Dad was born in Indianapolis.

Howard had no middle name. He worked as a clerk in a grocery store. Most of the grocery business was by delivery - twice a day. He met Una Mae in Indianopolis and was married in 1902, moved brought to Chicago in 1905 - Dad was age 2. Howard and Una Mae moved to Chicago to be

near the Wahigrens (her mother and stepfather).

Howard had a job with Todd and Gerkhe grocery store on Broadway near Belmont. He moved in with Grandma Wahlgren at first, then rented 1900 block on Western Avenue, 1905 - 06. Then Grandma Grayson built a house with money she inherited from Uncle Lafe (Lafayette Heidell) next to her mother's house at 4824 Bell Avenue.

Dad lived there eleven years and got married at age 21, June 1,1924. Born - April 15,

1903. Mother born - April 27, 1905.

Howard earned $19.00 a week at first. Howard had two years of high school. At age 12 -- 13, Roland and Ward had a refreshment stand at Lawrence and Lake and sold 
refreshments to the bathers.

Roland "refused to be poor", so he went to work after graduating from grade school. He went to work at Sheridan Trust and Savings Bank at Lawrence and Broadway at age 15. His job was to carry a 32 and a 38 - two pistols with over $50,000 to the Loop. His

parents encouraged him to quit school so they could get room and board from him to help support the three sisters.

Dad went to the Methodist Church because it was close. Dad was a printers devil one summer, age 13-14 at a Methodist Book Concern. Howard and Una Mae went to church only when they had to.

Howard worked 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., seven days a week and had so little time at home. He did not want to go to church. 

