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CHAPTER 1. 

WREN GRAYSON, SENIOR 1782-1865 

At Hovermale (Wyanoose) Cemetary, 4 miles North 

of Westport, Indiana, The gravestone oft 

WREN GRAYSON SR. 

3 E*.TENN. MIL. 
WAR 1812 

Page 1. 



WREN GRAYSON, SR. 

A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

BY 

L RfCHARD R. GRAYSON, M.D. 

er 
The progeni tor  of the  Graysons of Madison, Indiana ,  and Decatur County, Indiana ,  
was Wren Grayson. We was born i n  North Carol ina  i n  1782 and d ied  i n  t h e  home of 

1 h i s  son, Sanford, June lst, 1865. 

The earliest a v a i l a b l e  document o f  h i s  l i f e  i s  a t a x  l i s t  f o r  S c o t t  County, Ky,, 

irr\ dated Apr i l  27, 1805: "GRAYSON, WREN: 1 whi te  male above 21, No s l a v e s .  2 horses ."  
No land was mentionned. The tax lists do n o t  show white females and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  
presence of  h i s  f i r s t  wife,  Betsy nee Owens, i s  n o t  shown. S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  he was 
not on t h e  t a x  l ists  f o r  previous  yea r s  ( t o  1794) and f o r  y e a r s  a f t e r  1803. Other 

YI S c o t t  County records  are n o t  e x t a n t  because the  c o u r t  house burned w i t h  a l l  records  
i n  1838. 

Wren Grayson was 23 yea r s  o l d  i n  1805 and p o s s i b l y  had migrated from North Carol ina  
to  Kentucky e i t h e r  on t h e  Wilderness t r a i l  of Daniel  Eoonc, who a l s o  came from Noxth 
Carolina,  o r  down the  g r e a t  water highway, the  Ohio River. Three y e a r s  e a r l i e r  
t h e  f a t h e r  of h i s  f u t u r e  daughter-in-law, Permelia,  had a r r i v e d  i n  Kentucky from a 
state as yet unddtermined by way of t h e  r i v e r .  I n  the  o b i t u a r y  of ANDRECJ CLARK 
CUMMINS, who died  Jan .  l s t ,  1864, a t  t h e  res idence  of  h i s  son-in-law, John Grayson, 
i n  Madison, fnd . ,  it was s t a t e d :  " H e  passed down t h e  Ohio River i n  1802 and stopped 
t h i s  s i d e  of Hanover and the  men chased a deer." 

The f i r s t  c h i l d  of Wren and Betsy was born s i x  months a f t e r  t h e  t a x  l i s t  mention. 
This  was JOHN WREN GR4YSON, Lorn Nov. 2nd, 1805, in S c o t t  County, Ky. H e  was t h e  
only one of e i g h t  ch i ld ren  of Wren to  be born i n  Kentucky, and 25 y e a s  later John's  
f i r s t  c h i l d ,  Rebecca, would be t h e  only  grandchi ld  o f  Wren t o  be born i n  Kentucky. 

Let some of t h e  nex t  yea r s  f a l l  d i r e c t l y  from t h e  pen of Wren's safi, John, whose 
brief autobiography was included i n  his ob i tua ry  publ ished by t h e  Madison Courier  
Feb. lst, 1882: 

"I was born i n  S c o t t  County, Ky., t h e  second day o f  November, 1805, My f a t h e r ' s  
name was Wren Grayson and my mother 's  maiden name was Betsy Owens. I have s i x  
brothers  and one s is ter :  b ro the r  Lewis d i e d  i n  childhood and ano the r ,  Henry, died 
af te r  r a i s i n g  a large family. My o t h e r  bxothers a r e  Wren and Sanford Grayson of 
Decatur County a d  Joseph and Benjamin G r a y s ~ n  of Tipton County, Ind iana ,  a l l  men 
of lionest repute  among those  who know them. My only  w d  beloved s i s t e r  i s  Mrs. 
Nancy Hamilton, widow of W i l l i a m  Hamilton of Decatur County. 

"In 1807, when I was two years  of  age, my p a t e n t s  moved to Tennessee and s e t t l e d  
i n  Blcdsoe County, There I almost grew t o  manhood and was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  the scenes 
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an3 i n c i d e n t s  a t t endan t  rlpon those  e a r l y  t imes,  i n  adven tu - s s  with Indians ~ n c l  .i:il=! 

animals i n  Sequatchie Valley and upon t h e   umberl land mountains." 

Why did Wren Grayson move t o  Tennessee i n  1807? For cne t h i n g ,  t h e  g r a s s  looked 
greenex t o  a g r e a t  many people on t h e  f r o n t i e r  a t  t h a t  time. Movement was common 
then as now, and if we t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  mobile s o c i e t y  wi th  i t s  f u t u r e  shock began 
w i t h  t h e  automobile, we should re-read the  h i s t o r y  of America..  Bledsoe County was 
c rea ted  a t  the  time the  Graysons were moving i n t o  it, making them among t h s  first 
set t lers  the re .  The county was formed by an a c t  of  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  Nov. 20, 1807, 
from a p a r t  of Roane County and named i n  honor of  Col. Anthony Bledsoe, a Revolution- 
ary hero  and a j u d i c i a l  and m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  formation o f  t h e  s t a t e  of  Tenn- 
essee (1796). 

~y 1810 t h e  popula t ion  of this f x o n t i e r  county had grown t o  over  3,000 wi th  m r e  
than 200 black s l a v e s .  Bledsoe was t h e  only county i n  t h e  Sequatchie  Val ley  a l l  t h e  
way down to t h e  ril&ama l i n e  u n t i l  1817 when Marion County was c r e a t e d  a t  t h e  lower 
end of the Valley. By 1820 t h e  popula t ion  of  Bledsoe County was 4,000 wi th  400 
slaves. 

A d e s c r i p t i o n  of the s e t t l e m e n t  of Tennessee from a h i s t o r y  o f  t h a t  s t a t e  sugges ts  
the method whereby Wren and Betsy wi th  t h e i r  l i t t l e  two-year-old a r r i v e d :  "Home- 
seekers poured i n  from t h e  Carol inas ,  Virginia, Pennsylvania, and even New England. 
They came with Revoluntionary War land-grants ,  e i t h e r  earned i n  s e r v i c e  o r  pur- 
chased from ve te rans  o r  specu la to r s .  Many of them came simply as s q u a t t e r s .  The 
o l d  Wilderness Road and Avery's Trace were congested wi th  movers dur ing  t h e  summer 
months - g r e a t  top-heavy Conestoga wagons drawn by oxen, b road- t i r ed  farm wagoris 
p i l e d  high wi th  household goods, and crude s l edges  wi th  runners  of h ickory  o r  oak; 
befrilled gentlemen a s t r i d  blooded horses ,  rawboned farmers on l a i r y  plow-nags, 
immigrants t o o  poor t o  a f f o r d  horse o r  ox plodding through t h e  d u s t  c louds  with 
their meager belongings and c h i l d r e n  on t h e i r  back& - a l l  moving toward t h e  promise 
of land i n  Tennessee. Other thousands came'by keelboats  poled  up t h e  Cumberland and 
Tennessee from the Ohio." 

By the t i m e  four  of t h e i r  chi ldxen had been born,  namely John (1805), Henry (1R08), 
Wren.Jr. (1812), and Joseph (1814), t h e  War of  1812 had cone t o o  c l o s e  f o r  Wren t o  
stay o u t  of it. H e  t r a v e l e d  100 mi les  t o  Knoxvil le  a t  t h e  age o f  32 where hc en- 
l i s t e d  as a p r i v a t e  on Sept. 13th ,  1814. He was i n  cap t .  James Tunnel ' s  company 
of t h e  East Tennessee m i l i t i a  i n  t h e  3rd (Johnson's) regiment. 

Wren's obituaxy mentions t h a t  he was a t  the " F a l l  of Mobile", This  was poss ib ly  
Feb. l l t h ,  1815. Although t h e  peace had been s igned t h e  war was cont inuing.  A t  
the end of January,  1815, the B r i t i s h  decided t o  u s e  t h e i r  de fea ted  New Orleans 
fo rce  t o  salvage something from t h e i r  d i s a s t r o u s  expedi t ion .  They a t t acked  F c r t  
Bowyer a t  t h e  mouth of  Mobile Bay. On the  n i g h t  of t h e  7-8 Feb., 600 B r i t i s h  t roops  
were landed W e e  miles east of Fort Bowyer. I t  was decided to  avoid losses by 
erecting b a t t e r i e s  i n  a posi- t ion t o  bombard the  f o r t .  These were comp1et;:d by t h e  
llth, and t h e  American g a r r i s o n  surrendcrcd.  The Americas garr ison cons i s t ed  of less 
than  400 men along with a small  number of women and ch i ld ren .  

Before f u r t h e r  opera t ions  could ke carried o u t ,  Admiral Cochraw on Feb. 1 3 t h  
xeceivcd news of  the  treaty of Ghent. Operat ions were suspended i n  o r d e r  t o  awai t  
the news of the r a t i f i c a t i o n  of the t r e a t y .  
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Wren was discharged from s e r v i c e  May 3rd, 1815, a f t e r  se rv ing  7 months and 20 d a y s ,  
inc luding 6 days c ravc l  time. Me was pa id  a t  t n e  r a t e  o f  $8.00 a month and xe- d 
ceived a t o t a l  of $61.33. This  information is  from cop ies  of  h i s  m i l i t a r y  r ecords  
on f i l e  i n  the National  Archives. 

i 
Two o t h e r  proofs of the Graysons' so journ  i n  Bledsoe County have been discovcred:  
Wren signed a p e t i t i o n  i n  1815 i n  Bledsoe County " t o  de lay  enactment of  t h e  Land 
Law dur ing t h e  war between Great  B r i t a i n  an? t h e  United S t a t e s "  ( h i s  name was m i s -  ly 
s p e l l e d  - Ren) and h i s  name a l s o  appears on a tax l i s t  f o r  1815. Again t h e  f iery  
f i n g e r  of  f a t e  i n h i b i t s  our  sea rch  f o r  documents: the  Bledsoe County courthouse i n  
P i k e v i l l e  buxned with a l l  i t s  records  i n  1908 and t h e  Maxion County courthouse 1 
where Wren conceivably could have had records  burned i n  1922. 

We know t h a t  the fami ly  s tayed i n  Tennessee a t  l e a s t  through 1824 because t h e  l a s t  
of the ch i ld ren ,  Sanford, was born i n  Tennessee t h a t  year a s  shown i n  l a t e r  census 1 

schedules from Indiana.  Sometime before  1829 they a p p a r e n d y  l e f t  f o r  S c o t t  County, 
Ky.,'where t h a t  year  John married Permelia Cummins. 4 
It is  n o t  easy  t o  specu la te  why t h e  Graysons l e f t  Tennessee t o  r e t u r n  to Kentucky. 
Perhqs some day ;;c s h a l l  knzw. Did +';e;- lsave r e l a t i v e s  fii Teiinessee? Ti&, q u e s L i ~  ,+ 

is of importance f o r  f u t u r e  genealogica l  r e sea rch  i n t o  Wren's o r i g i n s .  We have a c l ~ d  
passed t o  u s  from Mrs. Winslow P r i c e  of Lou i sv i l l e .  (Her mother was Maude, daughter  
of S n l a t h i e l  Grayson, who was one of John Wren Grayson's t h r e e  s o n s ) .  Mrs. P r i c e  
remembers her  grandfa ther ,  S a l a t h i e l  (b. 1837, d. 1916) saying t h a t  when he was a b o u b  
11 (1848) " they  v i s i t e d  r e l a t i o n s  i n  Tennessee". T h i s  is  a most t a n t a l i z i n g  t a le  
because w e  know from the  census and o t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  r ecords  t h a t  t h e r e  were many 
o t h e r  Graysons i n  Bledsoe and Marion Counties. Even today .many of t h e i r  descendants  
still l i v e  i n  Marion County, 

I n  1830 t h e  Federal  census f o r  S c o t t  County, Ky., showed t w o  Grayson f a m i l i e s  and one 
Cummins family grouped on t h e  same enumerator 's  page and t h e r e f o r e  neighbors: 1P 

ANDREW CU14MIMS; male 1, .50-60;  female 1; 50-60; 0 s l a v e s  
JOHN GRAYSON: male 1, 20-30; female 1, 20-30; 1 under 5; 0 s l a v e s  

It i s  obvious from these  £ & s t  two census e n t r i e s  t h a t  John Wren Grayson, age 25 (103$ 
had married and moved o u t  of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  (Wren) house. He moved t o  h i s  own domiciled 
near no t  only h i s  p a r e n t s '  home b u t  a l s o  h i s  in- law's  house. Andrew Clark  Cummins 
was l i v i n g  with h i s  wife  and no ch i ld ren .  We know from h i s  o b i t u a r y  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
only one Cummins c h i l d ,  P e m e l i a .  We know a l s o  from l a t e r  r ecords  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  4 
c h i l d  t o  be b r n  t o  John and Permelia was Rebecca and t h u s  w e  can r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  
1830 census and s t a t e  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  that John, Permelia,  and baby Rebecca were l i v i n g  
i n  S c o t t  County. 

wl 
Another i n t e r e s t i n g  in fe rence  becomes p o s s i b l e  regarding t he  name Rebecca. It is 
l i k e l y  t h a t  Rebecca, the  baby, was named afrc>r John ' s  stepmother. There fc r r ,  dcs -  
p i t e  the absence of  marriage records  we can assume t h a t  Betsy Owens Grayson died L 
sometime between John ' s  b i r t h  i n  1805 and baby Rebecca's b i r t h  i n  1830, g iv ing  Wren 
t h e  to remarry and John time t o  accep t  h i s  new step-mother. 

i 
Two lines f u r t h e r  down the enumerator 's  p a g a i n  the  1830 census of S c o t t  County, Ky., 
we f ind  Wren's nme  (mis-spel led Wriqn Grayson) .  According t o  both  t h e  1830 and t h c  
1050 census,  n c i t h c r  Wrennx Rebecca could read or  wr i t e .  However, the powcr of rip 
attoxncy note he  s igncd i n  1815 is  signcd i n  a n  experienced manncr sugges t ing  he could 
writc at l e a s t  in a 1j.mitcd way. 
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WREN GRAYSON: blales, 1 40-50 (Wren a t  aye 48) 
2 5-10 (Benjamin age 10, Sanford 6) 
1 10-15 (Joseph 15-16) 
115-20  (Wren, Jr., age 171 

Females, 1 40-50 (Rebecca age 41)  
1 10-15 (Nancy age 11) 

1 

The one ch i ld  r,ot accounted f o r  seems t o  be.Henry Grayson, the second e ldes t .  If 

h i s  age was co r r ec t  i n  h i s  dea th  no t ice  i n  1862 (age 54) he was born i n  1808 and 
therefore would have been 22 years  o ld  i n  the 1830 census, I t  i s  pos s ib l e  he had 

l e f t  home t o  work elsewhere. A complicating f a c t o r ,  however, i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
Wren Grayson, Jr., s t a t e d  i n  1872 t h a t  he came t o  Decatur County, Ind., i n  1827. 
H e  would have been only 1 4  years  o l d  a t  the time, however. 

When and why did  t h e  Graysons remove t o  Indiana? We know t h a t  everyone i n  all 
thxee households d i d  in fact  go to Indiana even including Andrew Cummins. I n  
regard to  t h e  quest ion of when they moved, we have a nmnber of f i xed  d a t e s  which s e t  
the t i m e  before  May, 1832. 

Fact one: John and Permelia' s seconci ch i id ,  Saran, was born i n  Indiana hay l i r h ,  i632.1 
m 

Fact two: Wren Grayson, Jr., age 20, married Lucinda Williamson Dec. 11, 1832; t h e  
l i cense  was issued D e c .  3rd i n  Decatur County, Ind. H e  was t h e  second of Wren's 

II chi ldren t o  marry. 

+. If  we assume t h a t  John and Permelia would have avoided a move during t h e  l a t t e r  

m ..' 
part of her  second pregnancy, say the  l a s t  f ive  or six months, then it becomes 
poss ib le  t o  speculate  t h a t  the Graysons moved t o  Indiana dwring 1831. 

The second quest ion,  why did they move t o  Indiana,  can be answered only i n  broad out-  
1 l ines .  John Wren Grayson apparently decided to  f i nd  h i s  fo r tune  i n  t h e  l a r g e s t  

c i t y  i n  the  midwest, Madison, Indiana,  while t he  o t h e r s  went 60 miles t o  the nor th  
of that c i t y  to  s e t t l e  i n  Sandcreek township of Decatur County. Madison is i n  Jeff- 

L erson County. Whatever John d id  i n  Madison i s  no t  known, b u t  he t e m p r a r i l y  changed 

h i s  mind i n  1836 and entered land near h i s  brother  on A ~ r i l  8 t h ,  1836. On Oct.3lst  
of that year  he r eg i s t e r ed  h i s  stock mark (brand) ,  a swallowfork. The answer to the  

L t ion,  then,  i s  t h a t  these  Tennessee farmers went t o  Indiana f o r  land. 

In 1820 a new land law had been passed by the Congress called the Land Law of 1820. 
k This act  provided t h a t  pbul ic  lands  would be o f f e r ed  f o r  cash a t  public auct ion 

for no t  less than $1.25 pe r  ac re  and t h a t  i f  any lands remained unsold after t he  
auction they could be so ld  a t  p r i v a t e  s a l e  for t h e  minimum amount. 

sr 
Sandcreek Township, whexe the  Graysons all l i ved  f o r  a time a f t e r  John joined them 
i n  1836, was establ ished i n  Play, 1825. T h i s  township conta ins  some exce l l en t  bottcm 
lands on Sand Creek which  meanders through i ts  e n t i r e  l eng th  nor th  and south.  I t  a l s  Ilr 
contains a l a rge  amount of l e v e l ,  rich land,  some very h i l l y  and broken, and a l s o  
some of the white, f l a t ,  poor woods land. 

C Decatur County was a new p a r t  of the American f r o n t i e r  - make no  mistake about that. 
Thc first  marriage and the f i r s t  b i r t h  recordcd wcrc i n  1819 and the  first death i n  
1820. ~ h c '  f irst brick house to  bc b u i l t  i n  Sandcrc tk  Township was i n  1834. The conq 

L letion of that home nus t  have bccn worth ce lebra t ing!  

h'othing marc i s  known of Wren Grayson and his wifc,  Rcbccca, u n t i l  the 1850 census 
I 
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when t'ney al-e four13 l i v i n g  0x1 the  9 t h  or' October i n  dwelling 224. Their  son San- 
ford  and family were i n  dwell ing 225, Joseph Grayson and family i n  dwe l l ing  222,  

Y 
and Benjamin Grayson with h i s  f m i l y  i n  dwelling 226. A l l  were i n  Sandcreek Town- %t 

sh ip ,  including Wren, Jr. ,  i n  dwell ing 64. Son Henry was i n  Jennings  County a t  t h i s &  
time, and John Wren had moved back t o  Madison. The daughter ,  Nancy IIainilton, was 
l i v i n g  next t o  brother  Wren, Jr., i n  dwelling 65 with h e r  husband and c h i l d r ~ n .  
Wren, Sr . ,  was l i s t e d  a s  age 68, farmer, born North Carolina.  Rebecca wns l i s t e d  a s d  
61, thus  es tab l i sh ing  f o r  the f i r s t  time h e r  b i r t h  year  as about 1789, born 
Virginia .  

The Westport B a p t i s t  Church, according t o  t h e  Rev. John N. Cassaday, was c o n s t i t u t e d  
E 

Jan. 4th ,  1851. There were 24 c h a r t e r  members. Among t h e s e  was L e t i c i a  Grayson, 
probably Benjamin's wife. She was received i n t o  t h e  church by baptism and dismissed 
by le t te r  i n  1857. tfi 

Rebecca Gwayson, three years  be fore  her dea th ,  was bapt ised  i n  t h e  Westport Baptist 
church Jan.  5 th ,  1855. Wren Grayson's name i s  n o t  found i n  t h e  records  of t h i s  
church. H i s  son, Wren, Jr., however, was bur ied  from t h e  same church i n  1887. 
John Rren  Grzy s m ,  ?:.ho had k=zn convcrtcd +& ';\z r r c ~ > ~ - t a r i a r ;  f z i t h  , C - i u i L l i - 1 ~ i i ~ l :  
church, a t  age 17 i n  Tennessee, and h i s  w i f e  Dermelia a r e  found i n  t h e  records  of  d 
the ~ r i n i t y  United Methodist Church of Madison, ~ n d .  

Rebecca Grayson died  " a t  an advanced age, near  Westport,  Ind., on Oct. 28, 1858" 9 
according t o  an o l d  newspaper account on f i l e  i n  t h e  Indiana  S t a t e  Library i n  Ind- 
i anapo l i s .  She was about 69 years  of age. 

No f u r t h e r  records of Wren Grayson a r e  a v a i l a b l e  except  fo; h i s  o b i t u a r y  which 4 
appeared i n  the  Madison Courier  June 3rd, 1865, on page 4 ,  column 1. I t  was w r i t t e n  
so poignantly I suspect  t h a t  h i s  grandson, Andrew Jackson Grayson, a p r i n t e r  for 
t h a t  newspaper, might have w r i t t e n  it: 

"A l e t t e r  from Sanford Grayson, Esq., dated a t  Westport, Decatm County, Ind. ,  

1865. The deceased was the f a t h e r  of John Grayson, S r . ,  who is  one of t h e  o l d  
us  of the death o f  M r .  Wren Grayson a t  h i s  home i n  t h a t  p l a c e  on Thursday, June l s t ,  

i n h a b i t a n t s  of Madison, and a t  the  time of h i s  d e a t h  was e igh ty  odd years  cf age - 
near ly  as o l d  a s  t h e  Declara t ion of Independence. H e  served h i s  country as a so ld ie$  
i n  the War of 1812 and was p r e s e n t  a t  the  f a l l  o f  Mobile whenthat city was captured 
by the  B r i t i s h .  He had i n  e a r l y  l i f e  some t h r i l l i n g  adventures as a pioneer  s e t t l e r  
m n g  the Indians ,  the  wild animals of the  f o r e s t ,  eto, b u t  he w i l l  relate those  4 
scenes to  eager l i s t e n e r s  no more; h i s  e a r t h l y  journey i s  ended fo rever ,  and 
many who loved him mourn. " 

J 

Narch 1, 1974 
St. Charles,  I l l i n o i s  
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URF,N GBAYSON, Sr.: Addendum. 

Wren Grayson's l o c a t i o n  I n  the year 1860 has been found; 
he was l i v i n g  wl th  h i s  s o n  Joseph and t h e i r  f a m i l y  I n  'Decatur 
county,  I n  d i ana .  

R e c a l l  t h a t  in 1850 Wren, sr. and r i f e  Rebecca were living in 
t h e i r  own household i n  Decatur  county in dwelling 224 and 
that n earby  l ived  sons  San d f o r d ,  Benjamin, Joseph,  and 
Wren, IF. John was i n  Madison. Henry llved i n  Jennings  coun t y  

In 1855 Rebecca, w i f e  of Bran , sr., died ,  l e a v i n  g Wren a lone.  
He t h e n  moved i n  w l t h  s o n  Joseph a n  d t h e  1860 census l is ts  
the family group thus :  

Joseph Graysut l  45 M Fanning b. Tenn. 
Mat1lda " 43 F me 

Rebecca 19 F Domestlo Ind. 
Thornton 13 I4 II 

Permella * 11 F r) 

Nancy n 9 F I 

CaI4arine * 7 F rl 

Ann E 4 F w n 
WREN GRAYSON Sr.79 M N.C. 

Note that Wren I s  llsted as b o r n  i h  North Ca ro l ina  as he was 
i n  the 1850 census ,  t h u s  conf i rming t h a t  f a c t .  
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"BORN FEB. 14, 1813 
DIED APRIL 8, 1887 
74 Y 1 M 24 Dm 
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\Vill Make the Trip. 

at tend &e reunion on  t h e  battle 
field to  te held th i s  year. 

fa ther  being \trren  ramon on, a nnl- 
ice of Tennessee and  of Scotch-Irish 

T h e  Grayson and will iamson faor- 
es came f rom Tennesse t o  Deca- 
county in a . v e r y  early day and a 

was there  tha't t h e  f i ~ e  boys KreW 

Page 11 

I t h e  war e n d .  were n ~ t  aourfded. 
T h ~ y  are living a t  this tlme. 

Jq$n T. CiTyson waq t h e  on ly  one 
of t h e  brothers  who w a s  In the ar- 
m\+ of t b r  w e t  aE.1 uwiug LU that 

' f a c t  a a s  the only one of the broth- 
e r s  taking a part  In t h e  fight at 
G e t t ~ s b u r g .  

Mr. Grayeon was In thel flght a t ,  
Winchester and helped t o  defea t ;  
Stonewall Jacl.rson. He was a t  t h e  

lsecond battle of  Bull Run, Batt le  of 
t he  'Vilderness, the  la t ter  11 

, f o r t y  others, including Col. I 

unt i l  i t  w a s  reported that- 'Sherman 
I 
w w  marchiug on Andersonville, / 

I ahen he was  removed, being s e n t  t o  * 

' t h e  p r i s m  a t  ~ l o r e n c e .  They re- ;  
(rnained t h e r e  one month a n d  were: 
paroled. They were s e n t  t o  Charles-,  
t o 3  and were exchanged. He says 

' t h a t  t ~ ~ t e ~  came t o  hlnb n t h  1 - 
g r e a t  pleasure as his prison l i fe  h a 3  

Aluch has  been written about what 
tho union men suffered xt Ander-i 
sonville a n d  Mr. Grayson says that  
place was as black as it was paint- 

the finish, h u t  s t range to say  he  
did no t  ge t  to fire a single shot. He7 
was located along with a number  

Illto action, b u t  before they could 

The parents  of Mr. Grayscn died 

them living a t  th i s  t l m e  Thcy rrrP - 
?rIrs. S ~ t h  Wheatlep, of ~ l ~ t o n :  and  

-3Ire. l ~ a l l i s ~ n ' l l s o n , ' - o f  near 

Twenty J ear8 aga he bought prop. 
hrty in Sharpsville an6 hbe lived 
there stnce t h a t  time. 

H e  18 a u ~ e m b e r  of the a, A. R. at. 
~ l ~ ~ r ~ ~ 3 v i l l a  and both himrrlf ~ n d  
wife are d ~ v o ~ t ,  Tdeinbers c f  
3f~thor l le t  r h ~ ~ r c h  They at.?. sppnd-  
inz the t t l trrnoon at a lung 1.;" ,,, 

_-- 



TWO MORE SONS OF WREN GRAYSON, SR. 

JOSEPH GILAYSON 

SANFORD GRAYSON 

Page 12. 



Chapter  2 

THE TENNESSEE CONNECTION 

WREN GRAYSON, SR. 

by 
Richard R. Grayson, M.D. 

I 

4e d 
A l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by Wren Grayson, S r . ,  d a t e d  A p r i l  6, 1847, h a s  been  d i scove red  
which proves t h a t  one o f  h i s  b r o t h e r s  w a s  Joseph  Grayson of  Marion county ,  Tenn. 
A second l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by t h e  sons  of  Wren Grayson, S r . ,  - Wren Grayson, Jr., 
Henry Grayson, and Sanford Grayson - t o  "Dear Cousins" and k e p t  i n  the f ami ly  
of ~ e n r ~  Grayson, t h e  son  o f  t h e  Joseph Grayson above, corrossr=t-cs  t h n t  t!:~ 
Wren Grayson, S r . ,  above, was t h e  Wren Grayson of  Decatur county,  ~ n d i a n a .  
Furthermore, both l e t t e r s  s t a t e  t h a t  t hey  were w r i t t e n  a t  "Westport" (Ind.) 
The second l e t t e r  i s  d a t e d  May 1, 1842. 

J 
L e t t e r  number one  above w r i t t e n  by Wren Grayson, Sr . ,  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  "Dear 
Nephew". The l e t t e r  was i n  t h e  hands o f  Henry Grayson, born Nov. 2 ,  1799, i n  
Anderson county,  Tennessee, t h e  son of  Joseph  Grayson and P a t s y  B r a i z e a l l e .  ,$ 

Henry's son,  Anderson Cheek Grayson, passed  t h e s e  and o t h e r  l e t t e r s  down t o  h i s  d 
daughter ,  Myna Grayson, who i s  a l i v e  and l i v e s  w i th  her daughter ,  Miss Bobbie 
Dykes, a t  107 e r w w d  Drive ,  Chattanooga, Tennessee. M i s s  Dykes owns t h e  f a m i l y  
B i b l e  of Henry ~ 2 a ~ s o n  which l ists t h e  kirthdates of Henry and Nancy p lu s  their p 
n i n e  c h i l d r e n .  She has t r a n s m i t t e d  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  to m e .  

Wren Grayson, Sr . ,  wrote t h e  1847 l e t t e r  t o  his nephew, Henry, and,  t h e r e f o r e ,  4 
s i n c e  Henry was t h e  son of Joseph,  Wren was t h e  b r o t h e r  of Joseph.  The l e t t e r  
by the sons of  Wren, S r . ,  w r i t t e n  t o  j o s e p h t s  son,  Henry (and o t h e r s ) ,  as 
Cousins f u r t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a t e s  t h e  conclus ion  t h a t  Wren and J 0 s e ~ h  were b r o t h e r s .  B 
When Joseph marr ied  P a t t y  (Pa tsy ,  E l i z a b e t h )  Breazea le  on Dec. 10 ,  1 7 9 8 , . t h e  
bondsman was Henry Breazea le  (Knox county,  Tenn., mar r i ages ,  p. 4 1 5 ) .  Joseph 
Gsayson p a i d  $500.00 t o  Henry Bxazeal f o r  400 a c r e s  of l a n d  i n  Knox county ,  Tenn., 
on J u l y  (?) 20, 1801. (From copy o f  deed).  Joseph Grayson a l s o  bought  400 
acres o f  land from Stockley  m n e l s o n  f o r  $400.00 on A p r i l  24 ,  1801. (From copy 
of deed) .  

Joseph Grayson was appoin ted  one o f  t h e  commissioners t o  s e l e c t  a p l a c e  on  
tho north bank of t h e  Cl inch  River ,  between I s a a c  Ford and Samuel  ort thing ton' s 
home, f o r  a court house, px ison ,  and s t o c k s  f o r  t h e  use o f  Anderson county ,  
which was c r e a t e d  o u t  of  Knoxcounty.  The town w a s  named B u r r v i l l c ,  l a t e r  
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changed to C'1 i ntnn. 'Php s i x  othcr  c n ~ ~ i s s i o n e r s  were William Lea, K ~ n z a  John- 
son, William S t a n d i f e r ,  William Robertson, Solomon Massengale, and Hugh Montqorn- i 
ery. The f i r s t  c o u r t  o f  p l e a s  met i n  June,  1802, i n  t h e  house of  John L i e b  where 
it continued t o  meet u n t i l  t h e  comple t ion .of  t h e  courthouse t h e  fo l lowing  year 
(from His to ry  of Anderson county,  Tenn.). m i  
Joseph and Pa tsy  Grayson came t o  Bledsoe county du r ing  t h e i r  son Henry 's  c h i l d -  
hood, l o c a t i n g  i n  the neighborhood of Stephen's chapel .  L a t e r  t h e  f ami ly  moved t o 4  
Marion county. Marion county was c r e a t e d  o u t  of t h e  sou the rn  p a r t  o f  Bledsoe 
county i n  1817 (Compendium of Biography, publ, by O g l e  Co., 1898).  

Y 
Joseph Grayson, S r . ,  was s a i d  t o  be a b lacksmi th  and a fa rmer  and of Eng l i sh  des-  
cent-(Biography o f  William H. Grayson, p. 341 i n  the  Compendium above) .  H e  had 
twa sons i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Henry (according t o  t h e  Hi s to ry  o f  North and West Texas, 
p. 105). They w e r e  Benjamin and Joseph Grayson, Jr. A l a n d  g r a n t  is  recorded  

d 

(Tenn, Archives) #22329, made t o  a Joseph Grayson f o r  70 a c r e s  of l a n d  i n  Marion 
county, Tenn., on  Aug. 5, 1824. Th i s  must be Joseph,  Jr., as the  f a t h e r  appaxent l :  $ 

d i e d  i n  1822-23. H i s  w i l l  was probated  i n  1823 and is  i n  t h e  hands o f  M i s s  ~ ~ k e s . ~  
The 1830 census fur thermore p l a c e s  h i s  dea th  b e f o r e  t h a t  census i n  t h a t  Pztsy. 
Grayson was l i s t e d  as a widow and a s  the head of t h e  household i n  Marion county,  
age 50-59, wi th  one man 20-29, one boy, t h r e e  g i r l s ,  and s ix  s l a v e s .  d 

A Benjamin Grayson on A p r i l  5,  1824, claimed 90 a c r e s  o f  l a n d  i n  Marion county o n  
t h e  Sequatch ie  River  next  t o  t h e  farm of S c o t t  Terry.  Was he t h e  b r o t h e r  or  son 
of Joseph Grayson, S r . ?  There was a Benjamin Grayson i n  t h e  1830 Marion county - 

census,  poss ib ly  a b r o t h e r  to  Joseph Grayson, S r . :  "Benjamin Grayson, o l d e s t  man 
15-19 ( f a t h e r  away?) ; f i v e  boys under 20, one woman 40-49; two g i r l s  under 15 ,  
e i g h t  s l aves .  " P 

The two sons of Joseph Grayson, S r . ,   enj jam in and Joseph,  Jr., "removed t o  Missour. 
where Joseph and h i s  w i f e  d i e d ,  l e a v i n g  a family  of s m a l l  c h i l d r e n  wi thou t  means OF 
support. Henry then  went t o  that state and took t h e  c h i l d r e n  back to Tennessee wi th  
him, c a r i n g  f o r  them u n t i l  t hey  were able t o  care f o r  themselves." (H i s to ry  o f  
North and West Texas, p. 105) .  d 

Another Gxayson was i n  t h e  1830 census i n  Marion county: 
J e s s i e  Grayson, age 50-59; three men ove r  1 9 '  t h r e e  boys; one woman 50-59; three r0 - 
girls; t e n  s l aves .  

Th i s  undoubtedly is the same J e s s e  Grayson who s igned  t h e  1822-23 w i l l  o f  Joseph 
Grayson a s  a wi tness ,  making it c e r t a i n  t h a t  they  were r e l a t e d .  S ince  J e s s e  was 
born 1770-1780, and Joseph was born b e f o r e  1777 (because of h i s  marr iage  i n  1793) 
the p r o b a b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  t hey  were b r o t h e r s .  

d 
Therefore ,  Wren Grayson, S r . ,  Joseph,  J e s se ,  and probably  Benjamin, a l l  of Bledsoe 
and Marion county, were b r o t h e r s ;  t h e  f i r s t  two proven,  t h e  l a s t  two probable .  TL , 
other b r o t h e r s  and two s i s t e r s  of t h i s  g roup  are suspec ted  and a r e  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g d  
txaccd through census and o t h c r  r eco rds .  

The f a t h e r  of Joseph and Wren Grayson i s  n o t  known. However, it is s t a t e d  i n  the  $ 
biography of James M.  Grayson, one o f  t h e  sons  o f  Henry, that h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r  was 
Henry Grayson who came from England t o  Virginia. However, i n  t h i s  account  (p. 105' 
an error is  obvious,  naming ano the r  Henry Grayson a s  t h e  f a t h c r  of  Henry Gra. 4 who married Nancy Hixon, whcrcas wc know conclusively t h a t  thc f a t h e r  was Joseph .  
The susp ic ion  rcrnains, however, t h a t  i f  par t  of t h i s  account  i s  c o r r e c t ,  wc might  
look for  a licnry Grayson a s  t h c  Eathcr or  g r a n d f a t h e r  of Joscph and Wrcn, S r .  j 

rn 
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Henry Gxayson was marr ied  S e p t ,  11, 1820, to Nancy Hixon i n  Bledsoe county.  she 
w a s  born  i n  Greene county ,  Tenn., J u l y  22 ,  1739, d i e d  Nov. 10 ,  1881. Henry d i e d  
Nov. 9, 1879. They had n i n e  c h i l d r e n :  
1. Pleasant Grayson, b.  Aug 3 ,  1821. 
2. b u i z a  Grayson, Aug. 3 ,  1823. 
3. W i l l i a m  H. Grayson, April 12,  1826. 
4. P a t r i c k  i1. Grayson, Sept. 4,  1828. 
5. James M. Grayson, May 16 ,  1831. 
6. Sarah C. Gxayson, Jan .  24, 1834. 
7. Houston Grayson, June 8 ,  1837. 
8. Joseph A.  Grayson, A p r i l  24, 1839, d. J u l y  1, 1840. 
9. Anderson C. Grayson, D e c .  23, 1841. 
(from the Henry Grayson fami ly  B i b l e  through M i s s  Dykes). 

Descendents o f  t h e s e  Graysons w i t h  whom t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  h a s  spoken o r  
corresponded so Ear ( i n  e a r l y  1974) i nc lude :  
1. Miss Bobbie Dykes, grand-daughtex of  Anderson Cheek Grayson, th rough Anderson's 

daughter ,  Myna Grayson Dykes. 
2. H a l l i e  Grayson Barker  (m. Pau l  Barker) , ths daughter  of Zoseph S raysoz ,  the 

grand-daughter of W i l l i a m  H. Grayson. Address: 3613 Redding Road, Chattanooga, 
Tenn, 

3. Miss Ol ive  Grayson, Whitwell ,  Tenn., h a s  b r o t h e r s  Roy and Oren Grnyson; she is  
the daughter  of W i l l i a m  Grayson whose f a t h e r  w a s  Marion F r a n c i s  Grayson who was 
the son o f  W i l l i a m  H. Grayson. 

4. O t t o  P. Grayson, age  68, r e t i r e d ,  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  a ~ d  a g r i c u l -  
t u r e ,  son o f  James Moore Grayson, who w a s  a son of P a t r i c k  H. Grayson. Address 
is R t .  1, Whitwell ,  Tenn. 

5.  Fxank W. Morrison,  POB 462, J a s p e r ,  Tenn., s tates t h a t  E .  Louisa Grayson, who 
marr ied  Joseph Burne t t e ,  is h i s  grandmother f o u r  times removed. 

6. M r s .  L e e  Grayson, age 62, R t . l r  Whitwell ,  Tenn. Her husband, Lee Grayson, d i ed  
age 8 1 i n  1966 and they  had no c h i l d r e n .  Lee w a s  t h e  e l d e s t  and on ly  son of 
Joseph Anderson Grayson, who was the son  of W i l l i a m  H.  Grayson. 

7. Mrs. Walter C. Gxayson, R t .  1, Whitwell ,  Tenn. Her husband i s  deceased ,  w a s  t h e  
son  of William Grayson who was a son of  Houston Grayson. They have 3 sons  and 
4 daughters .  

8. ~ i s s  Mary Elizabeth Rogers,  Rt, 3 ,  Box 21, P h i t w e l l ,  Tenn. Her mother was 
Edith Hudson who maxried M r .  S h i r l e y  Rogers. E d i t h  w a s  t h e  daugh te r  of Nancy 
E l i z a b e t h  Grayson who marr ied  E l i z a  H. Hudson. Nancy w a s  a daugh te r  of Houston 
Grayson. Miss Rogers wrote  t h e  "Houston Grayson Family Tree1' o f  Marion cocnty,  
Tenn . 
Miss Rogers f u r t h e r  stated that Eenry Grayson (b. 1799) had t w o  sisters: 

Patsy Grayson marr ied  J o e  Rogers adn they  had one son ,  James Anderson Rogers. 
Jane Grayson marr ied  John Ba i l ey .  

March 18, 1974. 
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Addendum 

Another p iece  of evidence l inkine;  Wen Grayson, 3r,, t o  Joseph 
Grayson of 14srion county, Tenn., and his descendants and o t h e r  relatior: 
l i e s  i n  an  a f f a d a v i t  ~ a d e  by \ k e n  Grayson i n  1850 when he f i l e d  
f o r  bounty land  due him f o r  se rv ing  i n  t h e  vrRr  of  1812, Part of  t h e  
document i s  quoted Selow, and was obta ined  from t h e  National  
Archives, i n  Vashington,  D.C. : di 

"S ta te  of Indiana,  County o f  Decatur: On t h i s  2nd day of 
November 1850 persona l ly  appeared before  m e  a J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace 
within and f o r  t h e  county and state a f o r e s a i d ,  Idren Grayson aced 9 
s i x t y  year ,  a r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  county and s t n t e  a f o r e s a i d  who be ing  d u l y  
swornaccording t o  law d e c l a r e  t h a t  he i s  t h e  i d e n t i c a l  !Jren Crayson  
who w a s  a ~ r i v a t e  i n  t h e  company comnanded by Captain Janes  Tunnel d 
i n  t h e  Tennessee Regiment of b i i l i t i a  commanded by Colonel John 
Anderson i n  t h e  war with Great B r i t a i n  dec lared  by t h e  United S t a t e s  
on t h e  1 8 t h  day  of June, 1812, Tha t  he was drafbed a t  Knoxville 
i n  Knox county i n  t h e  S t a t e  of Tennessee on o r  about  t h e  f i r s t  of  P 

September i n  t h e  year of our  Lord 1814 f o r  t h e  term of  s i x  n o n t h s  
and continued i n  a c t u a l  s e r v i c e  i n  s a i d  war f o r  t h e  term o f  s i x  3 
months and rvas honorably discharged a t  i+lobile i n  f o r t  C h a r l o t t e ,  s t a t e  
of Alabaza on o r  about t h e  20th of PIarch, i n  t h e  year of  o u r  Lord 
1815, A s  w i l l  apnear b y  t h e  muster r o l l s  o f  h i s  company. The  s a i d  
lJren Grayson f u r t h e r  s t e t e s  t h z t  he  h a s  lost h i s  d ischarge  above J 
r e f e r r e d  t o  by p u t t i n g  it i n  t h e  hands o f  h i s  b r o t h e r  Josech S r a ~ r s o n  
who d ied  s h o r t l y  a f t r t r v ~ r d s  2nd never rer;urncd said d i scharge  t o  
the  a p p l i c a n t  which d ischarge  i s  not now t o  be procured,1t 

(wren's b ro the r  Joseph Grasson d ied  i n  e i t h e r  1822 o r  1823% tit 
as h i s  w i l l  was probated i n  1823, Wen Grayson l e f t  f o r  S c o t t  county 
Kentucky from Tennessee sonetime dur ing  t h e  decade 1820-1829. P o s s i b l y  
he l e f t  before Joseph d i e d ,  thus  making i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  hin t o  recoveru 
t h e  d ischarge  paper, ) 

The a,ge of Wren Grayson was no t  60 years i n  1850 and is i n  e r r o r  i n  5 
t h e  above document. Fany o t h e r  documents are a t  hand i n d i c a t l r . ~  t h a t  
Wren was born some time between 1780 and 1782. Therefore he was 68-70 
years old when he app l i ed  for h i s  land bounty In 1850, 

d 
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CHAPTER 3 

A SEARCH FOR THE ANCESTORS OF WREN GRAYSON, SR 

The North Carol ina  Connection 

by Richard R. Grayson 

4/28/74 

The earliest land  record of a Grayson i n  Wilkas County, 
North Carol ina  i s  recordod i n  t h a  Land Book of Wilkas County, 
entry  No.  530 da ted  7 t h  Dacembor 1778. The w r i t i n g  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  to r ead  b u t  appaar s  t o  be for four hundrsd acres 
of land or1 Xiiiya Creek adjo in ing  the land of Ecimona T. Est inding ,  

The second e n t r y ,  even more illegible, appears  t o  be also 
f o r  Banjamin Grayson, dated Juna 19 th ,  1779. The entry is 
numbered 1038. 

On page 651 of  Deed Book D, dated 1784, the  S t a t e  of 
Noxth Carol ina g ran ted  290 acres of l and  t o  Banjamin Grayson. 
This l and  was on Kings Creak and went FJest to  " the  dividing 
ridge between t h e  county of Wilkes and  Birk." The g r a n t  
number was 544. 

This was t h e  same year t h a t  "Benjamin Grayaon of the S t a t e  
of North Carolina, Morgan D i s t r i c t ,  N o .  4239,"racaived n ina  
pounds for militia sarvico. Dated 31 ~ u l y  1784. (Pay voucher 
on record at N.C. Department of Cult .  Resources, ~ a l e i g h . )  

The f irs t  two ant2 ies  prove t h a t  Benjamin Grayson was a 
r e s i d e n t  of Wilkes county be fo ra  t h e  t i m e  that Wren Grayson, Sr.  
said he Was born in North Carolina (1782). 

Since  no o t h e r  Graysons wexe in North Caro l ina  a t  t h i s  t ime 
according t o  t h e  records (see below re: Rutherford  County), 
the evidence i s  cornpalling t h a t  t h e  Benjamin Gxayson of W i l k e s  
County above was t h e  father of Wron Grayson, Sr.  

The N.C. S t a t e  census,  1784-1787, confirms the psasenco 
of Ben jamin Grayson i n  Wilkos County, Capt. I sbelns dis t r ic t ,  
p. 1.768 Emjamin Grayson aqa 21-60, 5 whita  mles under 2 1  
and above 60, 3 white females, and no slaves. 



THE U N D  GRANT FOB BENJAMIN GRAYSON IN WILKES COUNTY* N.C. 

GRANT NO, 544 FOR 290 ACRES- ISSUED NOV.. 9*  1784, ENTERED i 

JUNE 19, 1779 on KINGS CREEK 
rll, 
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In 1790, one son had l e f t  'home and one daughter ,  
apparent ly ;  t h e  1790 census showedr Wilkes County; 9 th  
company, p. 1238 Benjamin Grayson; 3 males Over 16, 2 
males under 16,  and 2 females, 

The son who had l e f t  home was obvious ly  the John 
Grayson of t h e  1790 census l i v i n g  nearby, l is ted as: 1 male 
w e r  16, and '  1 female, 

I t  must have been t h e  above John Grayson who bought 
100 acres of land for  "60 pounds c u r r e n t  money" from 
Thomas Shepherd on t h e  middle f o r k  of Kings Creek. The 
deed i s  dated 1st April 1791 and was "proved i n  c o u r t  i n  
the  July term, 1791 by the aath of Ben jamin Grayson." 
(Wilkes Co. N.C. Deed Book B-1,  p. 148.) 

John Grayson so ld  this same 100 acres of l and  f o r  55 
pounds t o  Ann Wisdom on 16  Nov. 1794 ( s p a l l a d  n i n t y  f ~ ) .  
The deed was n o t  proven i n  t h e  Wilkes County courx u n t i l  
t h e  January t e r m  i n  1797, 

Tne Ciatb of sale of tho land by 30'nn Grayson in Wflices 
County is  t o o  c l o s e  t o  tho  date of a deed i n  Knox County, 
Tenn. to be a coincidence,  fox  on 16  March 1797, a John 
Grayson bought l and  i n  Knox County, ( C o p y  of deed from the 
county clerk.) This John Gxayson, therefore, is  the son of 
Benjamin Grayson of Wilkes County, N,C. 

John Grayson also appeared on tax lists i n  Knox County, 
Tenn, in 1806, 1807, 1812, 1827 and 1828. 

A Benjamin Grayson witnessed a w i l l  ( ~ a n n .  records, V.6) 
i n  Knox County 21 NOV. 1792. Ben jamin Grayson was c n  tax 
lists i n  Knox County i n  1802, 1806 and 1807, Was t h i s  tha 
alder Ben jarnin Grayson of Wilkss  County? Ben jamin Grayson 
also was l i s t e d  i n  1802 i n  Capt. John Walker's company i n  
Roane County, and was on the first jury i n  Roane County i n  
1805, Was tho  Xoana County Benjamin tha same parson as the 
Knox County Benjamin? Roane County was established NOVr lst, 
1801, and oxtendad from Anderson County and Knox County to  
the southern boundsry of the state, 

I n  Wilkes County, N.C. anothsr mention of a Benjamin 
Gxayson was i n  1817 when w i l l  books 3 and 4 show'Benjamin 
Grayson marrying a n  apparent  widow with c h i l d r e n ,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth Hubbard Kllby, The marriage is  i n  the marriage 
book and Benjamin is  listed as guardian far t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  
the w i l l  bcoko. 



If it is assumed t h a t  the  ' e l d e r  Ben jamin went t o  Tenn. 
In 1792, then t h e  1817 Benjamln must 'be e i t h e r  h i s  son or 
grandsun, Elsewhere it i s  seen  t h a t  there i s  no evidence 
for a son named Benjamin, so t h e  1817 Benjamin must be the 
grandson; a son of e i t h e r  John o r  W i l l i a m ,  but not of Joseph 
or Wren, 

A third Benjamin Grayson exists which could be confusinqt 
Benjamin Grayson, born i n  1792 i n  Noxth Carol ina ,  married 
Nancy R0gna.y i n  Knox County, Tenn., , i n  1815, w a s  i n  t h e  war 
of 1812,  and was i n  Lawrence County, Indiana  from 1836 and on, 
The d a t e  of his birth suggests he was the son of John Grayson 
(1790 Wilkes census)  and the fact  of h i s  marriage i n  Knox 
County ( w h e r e  John went) would s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  no t ion ,  
Therefore,  t h e  second Benjamin Grayson (who mafriad Ki lby  in 
Wilkes County i n  1817)  must be t h e  son of W i l l i a m  Grayson. 
Th i s  fits t h e  facts well, because William was t h e  l a s t  one t o  
leave Wilkes County, a p p a r e n t l y  s e l l i n g  o u t  about 1824,  ( 3 )  

Joseph Grayson married Patsy ( E l i z a b e t h )  Brazeale  on 
Dec, 10, 1798 i n  KnOx County, Henry Brazeale was bondsman. 
(Knox County, Zarriagss p, 415,) 3osZph Grayson wid 
$500,00 t o  Henry Brazeale for 400 acses of land i n  Knox 
County on 20 July 1801, (from copy of deed,) He also bought 
400 acres of l and  from S tock ley  Donelson 24 April 1801, (from 
copy of deed) 

There are no land  r e c o r d s  fax Joseph Grayson i n  Wilkes 
County, sugges t ing  t h a t  Joseph came t o  Knox County w i t h  h i s  
f a t h e r  Benjamin when he was under age. There l ikewise  are 
no land records  i n  Wilkes county f o r  Wren Grayson, sugges t ing  
the same. Wren would have been 10 p a r a  old i n  1792 if  that 
i s  when t h e  f ami ly  moved, 

HWever, t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  e x i s t s  that the eldez Ben jamin 
Grayson a d  n o t  move to Knox County i n  1792, I n  the first 
place, Jesse Grayson d i d  n o t  buy any land until 1796 i n  
Wilkes County, sugges t ing  t h a t  ha w a s  homa u n t i l  t hen ,  He 
had o t h e r  land transactions i n  1798, 1804 and 1805, when he 
a p p a r e n t l y  moved t o  Knox County, Tenn. where he appeared on 
the 1806 tax l is t ,  

Furthermore, W i l l i a m  Grayson f i r s t  bought l and  i n  Wilkes 
County i n  1799, There were other l and  t r a n s a c t i o n s  fox  
W i l l i a m  i n  1800, 1801, 1809, 1810 and 1811, But w h a t  Will iam 
Grayson was on a tax list i n  Knox County i n  18071 There ha 
was aga in  in 1826. I t  looks  as if W i l l i a m  and Jesse bought 
their first land i n  North Carolina aftar t h e  1792 mention of 
their father Benjamin i n  Knox County. Perhaps Benjamin was 
scout ing  out t h e  area i n  1792 and then he raturnad home till 
about 1800-2, for he first appeared i n  Knox (and Roane) 
Counties  i n  1802, 



A f i n a l  argument showing Benjamin Grayson Itill i n  Wi lkes  
County af ter  1792 i s  h i s  name on t h e  i n d e n t u r e  f o r  Jesse 
Gravson 16  A u a u v t  1796 wherein Jegse bcught h ~ d  from a 
M r ,  Coffey for 100 pounds on Kinqs Creek. Benjamin Grayson 
was a w i t n e s s  to t h i s  deed. 

The importance of t h e  name o f  Jesse Grayson l i e s  i n  the 
fact t h a t  Jesse w a s  a w i t n e s s  to t he  w i l l  of Joseph  Grayson i n  
Marion County i n  1822. Jesse, therefore, l i n k s  Joseph  and  h i s  
b r o t h e r  Wren t o  h imse l f  and this fact a s s u r e s  us t h a t  John and 
Wil l iam and Benjamin were r e l a t e d .  Furthermore,  Jesse Grayson 
o b t a i n e d  200 acres of l a n d  by g r a n t  from Tenn, on t h e  NW side 
of the  Sequa tch ie  River on 9 June 1826 ( g r a n t  #1613) and he and 
his f a m i l y  were in t h e  1830 census  for Marion County, 

The Benjamin Grayson of Knox County (1792, 1802, 1806 and  
1807) and of Roane County (1802 and 1805) i s  t h e  p robab le  f a t h e r  
of John Grayson of Knox County (1797-1828) and Jesse Grayson 
of Knox County (1807) who wi tnes sed  h i s  b r o t h e r  Joseph Grayson 's  
w i l l  i n  Marion County (1822) .  W i l l i a m  Grayson a l so  was i n  
Knox County (180791826) and may have gone t o  Monroe County. 
I f  the Knox County Ben jamin i n  1805 w a s  i n  Roane County, it 
seams l i k e l y  that the S t a c e y  Grayson who married Wil l i am Brown 
i n  1805 i n  Roane County ( f r o m  e a r l y  marriage r e c o r d s  from 
Roane County clerk) was Benjamin's daughte r .  S t a c e y  mar r i ed  
28 Oct. 1805. 

The o n l y  o t h e r  e a r l y  female Grayson marriage i n  t h a t  
r eg ion  w a s  Nancy Grayson w h o  married John Edrrtondson 1 6  Sept. 
1809 i n  Knox County. Therefore ,  S t a c e y  and Nancy cou ld  have 
been tho t w o  d a u g h t e r s  of t h e  Wilkes  County Ben jamin Grayson. 
Stacey would have bean born a b o u t  1785 and Nancy a b o u t  1789 
or earlier. Th i s  may be wrong because one of the 3 females of 
the 1784-7 census  had l e f t  home i n  t h e  1790 census of Banjamin 
in Wilkes County. 

The importance of the Stacey Grayson mar r i age  i n  Roane 
County l ies  i n  t h e  name S t a c e y  Graysonr t h e r e  w a s  a S t a c e y  
Grayson i n  F a i r f a x  County, Va.8 i n  t h e  w i l l  of E l l z e y  Lewis 
gr air fax Co, w i l l s  p, 47, 6 2 ) ,  t h e  daugh te r  of E l l z e y ,  a 
Stacey L e w i s  mar r ied  1st Burgess Berkeley, second a Benjamin 
Grayson, The i r  youngest  c h i l d r e n  were 1. Benjamin 2. Susan 
3. Sarah  4. Ann  r ray son) . 

The o n l y  r e c o r d  of a Grayson found by the c l e r k  of F a i x f a x  
County, Va .  ( Jan .  1974) i s  an  i n v e n t o r y  of t h e  estate of 
Ben jamin Grayson from t h e  c o u n t y  of Loudoun, The a p p r a i s a l  
and i n v e n t o r y  were sworn a t  a c o u r t  i n  Fairfax County A p r i l  
16 th ,  1760. The clerk was J . W .  Waqoner. The appxaisors 
a p p a r e n t l y  ware Wm. Rush, 1710. Owsley, and Dan J o n a s ,  Wi tnes ses  
were Ann Simons, Frances  Dade, Edward Jones jun., Peter Terry, 
and Wi l l i am Burne t t .  A second i n v e n t o r y  was appraised March 
30th. 1760 and s i g n e d  by Hen. Moore, H. R o s s ,  and  A .  Henderson. 
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Apparently t h i s  Ben jamln draysen i s  from Loudoun County 
r a t h e r  than  from Fairfax County. Is he t h e  same Ben jamin who 
married Stacey Lewis? Does anyone know who that Ben jamin wag? 

The d a t e s  on t h e  E l l z e y  L e w i s  w i l l  a r e  1 O c t .  1786 and 
1 9  DeC, 1786, What r e l a t i o n s h i p  could t h e  S tacey  Grayson of 
Roane County be t o  the  S tacey  Grayson of F a i r f a x  County, V a .  7 
This I s  t h e  on ly  l e a d  a v a i l a b l e  a t  pzasen t  for t r a c i n g  t h e  
Gxaysons of Wilkes County, North Carol ina ,  

The John Grayson l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Wilkes County, N,C. census 
of 1790 was probably t h ~  o l d e s t  son of Benjamin Grayson. 
This  John was probably t h e  father of Benjamin Grayson, born 
i n  N.C. i n  1792, who married Nancy Reqney i n  Knox County i n  
1815, and was i n  Lawrence County, Ind. from 1836 on. John 
Grayson was i n  Knox County by 1797, 

The 1830 Federal  census  i n  Knox County shows John Grayson 
and his w i f e l i v i n g  alone, both  60-70 years old .  Presumably 
these are t h e  sana as t h e  John Grayson first appear ing  i n  t h e  
1790 Wilkas County census,  I f  so, John's  b i r t h  was 1760-1770, 
a l though i f  ha dmrried at 20, h i s  bizLi1 was ii1OF.6 l i k e l y  aTmut: 
1770, making him about 1 2  years older than  his b r o t h e r  Wren. 

Another John Grayson, probably son of W i l l i a m  Grayson, 
appeared i n  t h e  1810 census of Wilkes County, age 16-25, 1 
femala 16-25, and 1 female under 10. 

William Grayson, born about 1768, was in Wilkes County 
in the 1810 csnsus ,  age 26-44 wi th  4 males under 16, 1 femala 
26-44, 1 female 16-25, and 4 females under 16, Who was the 
W i l l i a m  Grayson on t h e  1807 tax list i n  Knox County? 

William Grayson bought l and  i n  1799, had a l and  g r a n t  i n  
1800, bought land i n  1801 and 1807, had a land grant in 1815, 
and s o l d  land i n  1824 i n  Wilkes County, a l l  on Kings Creek, 
Probably he i s  t h e  same William Graysan who appears i n  t h e  1830 
census i n  Monroe County, Tenn. l i v i n g  nearby are 4 other 
Grayson men who are probably h i s  married sonsa 

1 William Grayson b. 1760-70 and f a m i l y  
2, Ben jamin Grayson b. 1790-1800 
3. John Grayson b. 1790-1800 and f a m i l y  
4. Joseph Grayson b. 1790-1800 and f a m i l y  
5. Henry Grayson br 1800-1810 and f a m i l y  

In fe r snces :  I t  would seem t h a t  Benjamin Grayson I ,  born 
ca. 1740-48, was i n  t h e  N,Cc Militia during the Revolution i n  
Wilkes County; ha received grants oC l and  i n  1778, 1779, and 
1784.   is f i rs t  son was John, br ca. 1770, marr ied by 1790 who 
bought: land i n  1791 and who had c h i l d r e n ,  one of whom was 
Benjamin b. 1792,  (who married Nancy Regney i n  Knox County, 
Tenn, 1815). 
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Banjam$-n Grayson I had 5 sons and  2 daughters ,  Benjamin I 
went to Knox County, Tann, and was l a s t  on a tax l i s t  i n  1807. 
N o  otllsr ~ e c ~ r d  of h i s  exisi;s after GiiS  year. 

However, a mystery Ban jamin Grayson family e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  
1830 Maxion County census. Consider: 

Benjamin Graysona oldest man 15-20. O l d e s t  woman 40-50 
1 boy under 5, 2 boys 5-10, and 1 boy 
10-15; 1 g i r l  5-10; 1 g i x l  10-15, 

Where was the head of t h i s  household? Was ha a Benjamin 
Grayson, same age as  t h e  o l d e s t  woman (born 1780-1790)? Was 
he a w a y  or dead a t  t h e  time of t h e  census? There w a s  no man 
present i n  this household who could have bean o l d  enough to  
be f a t h e r  t o  a11 t h e  ch i ld ren .  L e t  u s  cons ide r  a l l  t h e  
Benjamin Graysons of t h e  Wilkes County c lan :  1. The o l d e s t  
Benjamin was born perhaps 1740-1748 and would have been over 
80 y e a r s  o l d  i n  1830, 2. Benjamin Grayson who marr ied Mrs. 
Kilby i n  1817 was t h e  probable son of  William, and i f  s o ,  was 
i n  Monroe County, n o t  in Paxicn County i n  1830, 3. Benjamin 
Grayson born 1792, son of John, married Nancy Regney 1815, was 
i n  Arkansas by 1824 according to t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  of a child i n  
t he  1850 census from Ind ia  a. 4. Ben jamin F. Grayson, ? (son P of Croseph2 son of Ben jamin ) w a s  t o o  young. 5. Ben jamin, t h e  
son of Wren was t o o  young. 6. Could t h e r e  havo bean another  
son of ~ e n j a m i n l  named Benjamin? This  could  e x p l a i n  a Banjamin 
Grayson s imul taneous ly  i n  Knox and Roane Counties  i n  1802. 

I t  w i l l  be i n t e r e s t i n g  to see i f  thare indeed w a s  a " l o s t n  
b ro the r  of Wren Grayson named Benjamin who came t o  Marion County 
w i t h  Joseph and J e s s e ,  

s e n  jamin*sl sons followed him to Tennessee : John came 
E i r s t  i n  1797 t o  Knox County, p o s s i b l y  w i t h  Joseph,  who married 
in  Knox County i n  1798. Jesse so ld  o u t  i n  Wilkes County abou t  
1805 and was on a tax l ist  i n  Knox County i n  1806. Joseph 
went to Anderson County, than  t o  Bledsoe, and then to Maxion 
County. Jesse Grayson went t o  Farion County before 1823. W i l l i a m  
Grayson went t o  Monroe County where 4 of his sons  marr ied and 
a l l  5 families were l i v i n g  i n  t h e  1830 census. 

Meanwhile, Wren Grayson, Sr,, probably t h e  youngest of t h e  
5 sons of Benjamin, born 1782, i n  N.C., l e f t  home for S c o t t  
County, Ky., b e f o r e  1805, married Betsy Owens, and then ca1r.a 
to Bledsoe County, Tenn. i n  1807, wi th  h i s  f i r s t  son, John Wren 
Grayson age 2, probably t o  be near his b r o t h e r s  Joseph and Jesse. 
There i s  nc xecord a v a i l a b l e  t o  she:? w h a t  happened t o  t h e i r  
f a t h e r ,  Ben jamin Grayson, but it i s  i n t o r e s t i n g  t h a t  t he  l a s t  
tax l i s t  mention of him i n  Knox County was 1807. This  suggests 
that the father might have d i e d  o r  moved t o  Bledsoe County 
with Joseph and Jesse, t h e r e  to meet Wren, 
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Where was t h i s  home t h a t  W.ren Gxayson, Sr, left before 
he was age 233 Was it i n  Knox or Roane County, Tenn,? O r  was 
N s  father st i l l  l i v i n g  i n  Wilkes County, N.C1? N o  w i l l  has d 
%en disco-cercfi for Ee;i j iz~d.~  Gral--tta i i i  o i t h t r  pZzca. 

John Abbott of E l  Doxado, Ark,, reports a Joseph and a 
young Ben Grayson i n  the 1800 and 1810 census of N.C, i n  a 
county ad jo in ing  Wilkes. 

What about  t h e  Rutherford County Graysons? W e  have n o t  1 

xuled o u t  the p o s s i b i l i t y  t ha t  Wren Grayson descenced from 
that county,  I n  the Colonia l  and State  Records of N.C, 157-200 , 
a Joseph Grayson witnessed a b i l l  of s a l e  i n  Rutherford County 1 
i n  the year 1782. This happens t o  be the year of birth of 
Wren Grayson, S r ,  

Q 

Other records I have from ~ u t h e r f o r d  County are marr iages  
in 1807; ( ~ u t h .  cty  M, bonds, pp 109-110.); 1.) Joseph Grayson 
m. L a t t i c e  J. Melton 19 Mr. 1807; 2, ) Isaac Grayson m. Polly i 
Melton 20  Aug. 1807; 3 . )  Wm. Grayson m, Susanna Login 17 O c t .  
1807; 4.)  Joseph Grayson m. Rachel Vanzant 17 D e e .  1807, 

The grantee index for Rutherford County Lists many l and  I 

t r a n s a c t i o n s  for Joseph Grayson from 1792 and on. The first  
e n t r i o s  f o r  William Grayson and Banjamin Grayson are 1806, and 
for I ssac is 1808. A Joseph Jr. i s  l i s ted  1807, - 1 

Rachel Graysongs will i s  dated 7 June 1828. W i l l i a m  Grayson's 
w i l l  i s  da ted  1841. He mentions a son Benjamin, and 3 daughters ,  

I 

Y 
Sally Deviney, Patsy Queen, and Elizabeth Grayson* John M, Grayson 
was a wi tnass ,  

Y 
The 1810 census f o r  Rutherford County, N.C., shows 3 o l d e r  

Graysons and 2 younger, each head of a h o u s s h o l d ~  

1. Joseph Gxaysont 1 free whi t e  male age 26-45, one 45 
or oldar, and one free whi te  female 45 
or o l d e r ,  p l u s  5 slaves, 

2. W i l l i a m  Graysonr age 45 or older, one g i r l . (  under 10 
and 1 free whi te  female age 26-45. 
N o  s l aves .  

3,  Another William Grayson 45 or o l d a r ,  3 girls under 10, 
a and 1 female 45 o r  o l d e r ,  N o  s l a v e s ,  

4. Benjamin Grayson age 26-45, 2 boys under 10, 2 girls ' 

under 10, and 1 female age 26-45. 
NO s l aves .  

5 .  Isaac Grayson age 16-26, 2 boys under 10, 1 girl under 
10, and 1 female 26-45. N o  slaves. 

The f i r s t  Joseph Grayoon of Rutherford County a p p a r a n t l y  
stayed t h e r e  and had a son named Joseph Grayson, Jr., who s tayed  
there I th ink  t he  second Joseph Grayson (Jr . ) is  t h e  one who 
married ~ a c h e l  Vanzant. But who was the  Joseph Grayson who 
maxricd Lettice Melton tha  same year (1807 ) ?  Even though a 
Josaph Grayson witnessad a b i l l  of sale i n  1782 i n  this county,  
that does not  prove he l i v e d  thero .  Tha first l and  records of 
1792 suggast t h a t  no Graysonn actually were i n  residence till 
1792 



BENJAMIN GRAYSON* SENIOR-, of Ui lksa  county, N.C.. 

WjR. RI Grayson, M.D. - 
C 

Bcllljarnln Grayson first appears on 7 Dca. 1778 In t h e  Wilkes  
county land book,. c n t r y  no, .530, whcrc Benjnnin cntcred 400 

-A 
S 

acresof lank on Ung's. Creek adjoining tho l a n d  of  Edmond- Ti l l cy ;  

f t  lcr;:.of interest t h a t  in the same mcnth and t h e  same year, a . . ol 
Joseph Graysoni-entered lan&. in the  .county adjolnih- ,  . t h a t  ".. -=; 
I& In BurAe c a u n t ~ .  r Om. 31 Dcc.. 1778 Joseph Grayson 
entered 100 acres of land- lyin&,on both sides of a branch of the: 1 
first Little Broad River in~Brrrkc county, (Grant: no, 387, book 
4% Pea* 153.1, 

The second record of Benjanin Grayson in Wilkes county was 19 June mi 

1779 f o r  cntry of  150 acres of l a n e n e x t  tb Ednond Tilley, no6.1038. 

In 1784 on November 9th , .  In  f i l e  no.. 544, t h e  s t ~ t e  of N.. G. granted 
t o  Ekn jamin Grayson 290 acres of 1and-r i n  Wllkcs flaunty -on: King' s 
Creek near Ednond Tilley's farm.. 

9 
Ifrgi. Mary Hammersuith of Napervllle,Ill,, has dona Q reconstruction 
of the map of the area and has v m i t t c n  that thc farn of E m j a m i n :  
Grayson of Wilkes conta in ing  290 acres, wns adjacent  to Joseph 
andl William H o l t t a n d  to Edaond T i l l c y , . B e n j ~ , n i n  Grayscnrs land 
was on the then-Burke-Wilkcs; county line* This. area is now 

C withinI Cald- ell county, 
. . 0 s  

On ~ u l y  31s%, 1784,. the Board ef auditors of t h e  State 0 f N . G .  ' 

paid Benjamin Grayson 9 pounds.-for militia service in tho Morgenr 
district, ry 

Tux lists from Wilkas county show Benjamin Grayson avery yeart from 
1785 through 1800. In thc year 1799 hc was l i s t e d  as Benjamin rlil 
Grays.on, senior. In 1799 also, a Benjamin Grnyson, Junior, was- 
on the t ax  list for the first and only tine, with zero acrea  en&. 

- i poll,.. Eenjamln, sr., had 290 acres and: no polls: that ycar, rY 

In the first census, 1787, Een jamin Grayson: rins listed as: l malt 
age 21-60;; 5 arales under 21, and 3 fcmcles; In t h e  1790 census, 
there ~ r e r a  3 malos over 16, 2 males under 16, a d  2 females. ury 

- In the same yeor, 1790, John Grayson appears in Wilkes county inl-. , 
hia otm househoict as 1 male over 16 and 1 female. mi 

J ~ s c p h  Crayson appears en t h e  1794 tax  list for the fIr8t time, then 
Jesse Grayson a?pcars in 1797. . . rri 

Jn the 1800 census Benjamin Grayson I s  llstedr: 1 male over 45, 1 
mle 16-26, and 1 female over 45.. John Grayson, Joscph Grayson. LY 
and Banjamin Crayson, Jr. are gone In  the leOO census. Jcsse 

(' 
Grnyson was present as 3 m ~ l c s  16-26, 1 mlc U c r  10,. 2 fcrnalatx 
W c r  10, and 1 female 16-26, 

#& 

1 Page 28. 



STATE O F  NOf'<TtI C A R O L I N A  

DEPARTMENT OF C U L T U R A L  RESOURCES 
RALEIGH 2161 1 

REVOLUTIONARY WAR WARRANT: 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA MORGAN DISTRICT No. 4239, 

THIS CEBTIFIESeTHAT TKE BOARD OF AUDITORS HAVE ALLOWED BENJAMIN - 

GRAYSON. NINE POIJ&JDS FOR HILITIA SERVICE,... 

-- _ - 
A 31 July 1784 

Z 
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The birth year of Benjamin Grayson, sr., was.sornet1me between 
1727 and 1755. This; is calculated.as followst In 1787 he 

N. 
listed as under age 60 (1787-60=2727) and in 1800 he was 

A age 45 (180~-4j=1755). 

A Willlam Grayson first appeared In Wilkes county in\- the t800 census 
as. l male 26-45, 3 males under 10,. 2 females under 10, and- 1 
female. 16-26,. In the 1810 census,  William Grayson was age 26-45, 

JI 
and in the 1820 c t n s u s - o f  Wilkes  county, William bias QFCr 45; 
Vllliarn Grayson was thcrcf  ore born sometime f ron  1755-1773.. 
(Under 45 in 1800; 1800-45=1755; over 45 i n  1820s 1820-45=1775.) 

J 
William Grayson a t t e s t e d  t o  thc  handwriting of Jesse Grayson 3 15 Septb 1802: in a deed rccordcd In Wilkes county in t he  Nay tern 
of 1806 

A new John Crayson presumably t h e  son of W i l l i a m  Grayson, appeared f 
L h  t h e  1810 census a few doors away from Willinn: 1 nale 16-26; (her=) 
17%-1784) , .. . . i - ' * + ,  : * f f ?  '.* . . 6 - - ::+-ti .. -. - 

P 

rri 
A n t w  BenJamih Grayson appears in 1820 near W i l l i a m  and. John 
berm* 1 7 9 4 4 8  04, . 
A nctr; 3.oscphr.Crayoon appeclrs~nenrby In 1820, born11794-1804, alrr~, d 

Xnfcrencesa Benjamin Grayson, sr. entered land: in U i l k c s  county 
. the  same yea r  that Joseph Grayson, who was probably h i s b r o t h e r ,  
entered land in Burke county, Joseph Grayscn became the patriarch 3 
of the Ruthorford county Graysons. 

knjamih Grayson, sr,, hsd 5 sons and 2 daughters. The sons- 3 
wore John, Joscph, Jesse, and Bznjanin, jr., and one othcr .  The names 
of the daughters are unknovm. The 5th son was apparen t ly  at home 
inci800 at the t i n c  when a Willicn Grayson nppearcd w i t h  h i s  or.m 
family in the  Wllkcs census. Tho 5th sorr*in 1800 I-XLS aged 16-26* i 
The 5th sen v?as thus born 1778-1784. This age is compatible with 
the known b ir th  of Wren Grayson, sr,, born 1782. Wren Grayson is 
the probable 5th son of MnJanin Grayson, srr, therefore ,  A 
W i l l i a m  Grayson of Wilkes In 1800, therefore  is n o t  a son of Bend- 
amin, but might have been a b r o t h e r .  The "new Graysons!, John,, 
Benjamin+. and Joscph, in 1810 and 1820, wcrc sons of William Graysono 

J 



CHAPTER 4 

JOHN WREN GRAYSON 
A B iograph ica l  Sketch 

by Richard Roland Grayson, M.D. 
7/8/1974. 

"I was born i n  S c o t t  County, Kentucky on the  second day o f  November, 
1805. My f a t h e r ' s  name was Wren Grayson.and my mother 's  maiden name was 
Betsy Owens. 

"I have s i x  b ro thers  and one s i s t e r ;  b r o t h e r  Lewis d i e d  i n  c h i l d -  
hood and another,  Henry, d ied  a f t e r  r a i s i n g  a l a r g e  f a m i l y .  My o t h e r  
b ro the rs  are  Wren and Sanford Grayson o f  Decatur County and Joseph and 
Benjaniin Grayson o f  T i p t o n  County, Indiana,  a l l  men o f  honest  repu te  
among those who know them. My o n l y  and beloved s i s t e r  i s  Mrs. Nancy 
Hamilton, widow of W i l l i am Hamil t on  o f  Decatur County. 

" I n  1807, when I was two years  o f  age, my parents  moved t o  Tennes- 
see and s e t t l e d  i n  Bledsoe County. There I almost grew t o  manhood and 
was fami i  i a r  w i t h  t i l e  scenes and i n c i d e n t s  a t tendan t  upon those early 
t imes, i n  adventures w i t h  Ind ians  and w i l d  animals i n  t h e  Sequatchie 
Val 1 i e  and upon t h e  Cumberland Mountains. 

"I was always p h y s i c a l l y  s t rong,  hea l thy ,  and hea r t y .  A t  t h e  age 
of seventeen, a t  a re1  i g i o u s  meeting h e l d  a t  t he  house o f  Richard 
Stone, I began t o  be conscious about my c o n d i t i o n  as a s i n n e r .  Mrs. 
Stone had been ccnver ted t o  God, embraced the  f a i t h  o f  t h e  Cumberland 
Presbyter ians,  a very  earnest  s e t  o f  C h r i s t i a n  people. 

"Mr.  Stone, as soon as he had found peace, c o n s t a n t l y  appealed t o  
h i s  f r iends  and neighbors t o  ' f l e e  f rom t h e  wra th  t o  come. ' While 
l i s t e n i n g  t o  h im I was deeply convic ted,  f e l t  very bad indeed, 2nd was 
g l a d  when t h e  meeting closed, remarking as I l e f t  t h a t  they would n o t  
ge t  me back the re  again. But t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  Lord had taken s t r o n g  
upon me, and I r e a l i z ~ d  the  necess i t y  o f  y i e l d i n g  t o  t h e  c a l l  o f  my 
Master, and l e d  by h i s  help,  t o  a new and b e t t e r  l i f e . "  (Copied from 
the Madison Cour ier ,  Feb. 1, 1882; "an autobiography o f  t h e  deceased 
w r i t t e n  by h im some years ago and c a r e f u l l y  p laced away by him. " )  

Records have n o t  y e t  been found i n  Bledsoe County of the  Wren 
Grayson fam i l y ,  so no th ing  more i s  known of these e a r l y  years  than t h e  
above. I t  i s  surmised t h a t  the  fami ly  l e f t  Tennessee before John was 
21, because he s a i d  "There I almost grew t o  manhood". I f  by  t h a t ,  he 
meant he l e f t  a t  t he  age 20, then the  Wren Grayson f a m i l y  l e f t  Bledsoe 
County i n  1825. 

I t  i s  known t h a t  t he  fami ly  then moved t o  S c o t t  County, Kentucky, 
f rom which they had l e f t  i n  1807. The 1830 census shows: 

(Page 156) 
Andrew Curnmi ns 

Ma1 es Femal es S l  aves 
1 ,  50-60 1 .50-60 0 

John Grayson 1 ; 20-30 1 , 20-30 
1 under 5 0 

Wrign (Wren) Grayson 2, 5-10 1 , l O - 1 5  0 
1, 10-15 1 , 40-50 
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JOHN WRJ?.N GRAYSON AND PERPIIELIA 

TOMBSTONES AT MADISON, IND* 
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JEFFERSON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

608 BROADWAY P. 0. BOX 204 

Richard Re Grayson, M.D. 
103 W, Main Street 
St. Charles, Illinois 

Deer Dr. hayson: 

MADISON, IXDIANA 4'7250 

f ELEPHONE 265-2781 
265-2782 

October 11, 1973 

The only information concerning your ancestors is the data of 
death, cause, physician, and undertaker. It does not have the 
parents listed. 

John Grayson 
Med; Janu3ry 31 , 1882 
age: 76 Born: Kentucky 
Cause: Malignant disease of stomach & lungs 
~ r .  J.W. Conway 
Funeral %me; Vails lllemorial, pladison, Ind. 

Permelia Grsyson 
Died: February 14, 1882 
Age: 76 Born: Kentucky 
Cause: Pul-consum~tion 
Dr. Jewo Conway 
Funeral Home: Vails Memorial %me, Madison, Ind* 

This is all the information I have, I hope it is of some help to 
you, I ' m  not sending the death certificates so there is no charge. 
If you do want them at a later time, the fee is 52.00 Q. 

&anna Smit'n, Registrar 
P.S. I called the Funeral Home 
and the only information they 
had was the same as ours. 'lhe 
more detailed information didn't 
start until around 1906. 
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John Wren Grayson marr ied the on ly  c h i l d  of Andrew Cummins, 
Permelia. Her ob i tua ry  s ta ted  t h a t  she "was born i n  Sco t t  County, 
Kentucky, i n  1806. Her maiden name was Cummins, she being the  daughter 
o f  Major Andrew C; Cunrrnins, who d is t ingu ished h imsel f  i n  the War o f  

---1812.hh was marr ied t o  John Grayson i n  1829, and removed w i t h  him 
t o  t h i s  s t a t e  ( Indiana) i n  1837". 

The 1810 census o f  Scot t  County, Kentucky, showed Andrew Cummins 
age 16-25, h i s  wife, age 16-25, one daughter under 10. 

,Andrew Cumrnins had a r r i v e d  i n  Kentucky by way o f  the Ohio R ive r  
f n  1802, He was born December 13, 1779, was a p r i v a t e  (no t  a Major)  
i n  the 28th Ky. Regiment i n  the War o f  1812, and fought  a t  the B a t t l e  
o f  the Thames i n  Michigan. He d ied  a t  the  home o f  John Wren Grayson 
January 1, 1864, age 84. ("Items from Ear l y  Newspapers o f  Jef fersc. :  
County, Indiana 1817-86, p. 219, publ.  1945; Ind. Sta te  L ibrary ; "  and 
M i  1 i t a r y  Records, Nat ional  Archives. ) 

Sometime between 1830 and 1832, the Graysons and Cummins l e f t  f o r  
Indiana. John Wren Grayson's f i r s t  c h i l d  was Rebecca, born i n  1830 i n  
Sco t t  Cocnty, Kentucky, probably n a x d  a f  tei- h i s  s tepmsther, Rebecca 
(B. ca. 1781 i n  V i r g i n i a ;  1850 census, Decatur County, Indiana, P.309). 

. The next  c h i l d  was Sarah A .  Grayson, born i n  1832 i n  Indiana. The 
e n t i r e  fami l y  i s  shown i n  the 1850 census i n  Madison, Indiana: 

Census o f  1850 Jef ferson .County, Indiana 

P. 238 Dwell i n g  613; Family 645 5th Ward, Madison County, Indiana 
- ----John Grason, age 48; (45?) Carpenter, born Tennessee 

Permel i a ,  age 43 born Kentucky 
---Rebecca, age 20 born Kentucky 

--- - .-- --- Sarah A .  age 18 born Indiana 
Mary C. age 16 ---3orn - Indiana 
C e l i t h i a  age 14 (M) born Indiana i n  school 

- -----Andrew age 13 -----born Indiana i n  school 
John R. age 10 born Indiana i n  school 

- -Jacob Merr ick age 19, Moulder born Indiana 
Samuel Brisbane, age 19, Moulder born Indiana 

John Wren Grayson and f am i l y  came from Sco t t  County, Kentucky, 
f i r s t  t o  Madison, by 1832, bu t  then "removed t o  Decatur County, Indiana; 

. - - . - - - -. . entered government land there; so l d  out  and removed t o  Madison." (Obi t .  ; 
Madison Courier, 1 Feb. 1882. ) 

He purchased land i n  Decatur County A p r i l  8, 1836: (Tract  Book, 
Greensburg, Ind. ) :  "John Grayson, Section 1, Township 8 N., Range 8 
East, N.E. 7 i  N.W. k 38.29". 

"John Grayson of Sandcreek Township. H i s  stock mark i s  a swallow- 
fork i n  each year. Oct. 31, 1836." (Stock Marks r eg i s t e red  i n  Decatur 
County; C lerk 's  o f f i ce ,  Greensburg. ) 

Another land purchase i s  recorded i n  Indiana Land En t r ies ,  vo l .  11, 
by Margaret R. Ha l ters  ( Ind ianapol is ,  19491, p. 144: "John  rays son, 
9 Jan. 1836; SE-IN-523." Analysis shows t h i s  t o  be a 40 acre p iece of 
land next t o  the l and  o f  John's bro ther ,  Bcnjair~in Grayson; 3. 144: 
"Benjaniin Grayson, 31 Aug. 1835; 23 dune '1836 (E-NE. SW-NES22; SW-NW-S23; 
E-SE-S22. ) "  
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An entry from the t r a c t  book, Greensburg, Indiana, a l s o  shows 
John's brother,  Joseph Grayson 1 iving near h i s  purchase mentioned 
f i r s t ,  above: "Joseph Grayson, Section 2 ,  Township 8 North, Range 8 
East, N& NE& 39.1\4 A " .  Dated 3/16/1837. 

In 1840, the  census from Decatur County, Sandcreek township 
shows John Grayson and his family l i v ing  near the  fami l ies  of his 
f a the r ,  Wren Grayson and bothers Joseph and Wren, J r .  

1840 Census Decatur County, Indiana: 

John Grason 
2 males under 5 

1 male 30-40 

1 male 60-70 

2 females 5-10 

1 female 10-15 
1 female 30-40 

1 female 60-70 

In te rpre ta t ion :  
1. S a l a t h i e l ,  B. 1837, age 3 
2. Andrew Jackson, B 1838, age 2 

(3.  John W.  not born t i l l  ca. 1842) 
4. John Wren Grayson, 

B. 1805, age 35 
5. Andrew Cummins, 

B. 1779, age 69 
6. Sarah B. 1832, age 8 
7. Mary B. 1834, age 6 
8. Rebecca B 1830, age 10 
9. Permel i a Cummi ns Grayson 

B. 1806, age 34 
10. Wife of Andrew Cummi ns 

I t  i s  assumed t h a t  the  f a t h e r  and mother of Permelia Grayson, Andrew 
Cummins and wife,  were the  e lder ly  couple 1 iving w i t h  John Wren and 
family, because Andrew made an a f fadav i t  when applying f o r  a war pension 
on 23 Oct. 1845 s t a t i n g  t h a t  he had resided i n  Decatur County f o r  "14 
years previous t o  h i s  residence i n  Madison, Ind.", and t h a t  he had ( i n  
1846) l ived i n  Madison f o r  3 years ."  The f i gu re s  a r e  not exact ,  f o r  
t he  census showed h i m  i n  Sco t t  county l a t e r  i n  1830; one can i n f e r  t h a t  
t he  Cummins '  l e f t  f o r  Decatur County d i r e c t l y  from Sco t t  County sho r t l y  
a f t e r  the  1830 census. Then, i n  1835/6, when John Wren Grayson moved 
t o  Decatur County from Madison, they a l l  l ived together.  

John Wren Grayson and h i s  family moved back t o  Madison i n  1841, 
according t o  the obituary of h i s  son Andrew Jackson Grayson. Shor t ly  
a f t e r  s e t t l i n g  i n  Madison, John was appointed Sexton of the  Springdale 
Cemetery (John Grayson's Obi t . , 1882. ) 

A l e t t e r  i s  a t  hand from three  of John's b r ~ t h e r s ,  ' ~ e n r y ,  Sanford, 
' and Wren, J r .  t o  t h e i r  1 s t  cousin, Henry Grayson, son of Joseph i n  

Marion County, Tennessee, which describes 1 i f e  i n  Decatur County, Indiana, 
The l e t t e r  is  d a t e d  May I s t ,  1842 a t  Westport, and the or ig ina l  copy i s  
i n  the  hands of Miss Bobby Dykes of  Chattanooga, Tennessee. Miss Dykes 
i s  a descendant of Henry Grayson, to  whom the l e t t e r  was addressed: 

May the l s t ,  1842 

Dear cousins I take t h i s  oportunity t o  in form you t h a t  we a r e  a l l  well 
a t  present Except Wrens wife She has bin i l l  f o r  some time we received 
your l e t t e r  t he  22nd day of April whichgave us much s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  
hear from you a l l  t h a t  you a r e  a l l  well your l e t t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  some o f  
our connection -- wer - desccased and some of them has moved t o  Texas we would 
l i k e  t o  know some m3rc about the111 when you write again you wish t o  know 
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about our country and land and grain You want t o  know about A u n t  Nancy 
we heard from her l a s t  f a l l  she i s  well and hearty except she i s  d ! d  
down l ike  her Mother the r e s t  wer a l l  well as f a r  as I know: as f o r  our 
Country i t  i s  Healthy as any county that  I know i t  i s  remarked by a l l  
person who have lived hear we have great prospect of a crop of wheat 
th i s  f a l l  our land i s  as productive as i t  i s  i n  kentucky i t  ra i ses  good 
corn wheat and oats and potatoes the land i s  generaly good and cheap 
as i t  can be wished and as f o r  health i t  cant be beat by any country 
wich I. know ther  was a farm sold joining Father a few days ago tha t  had - 
a saw mill a n d i s s  mill on - h i t  and a bout f i f t een  acres clerd f o r  four 
hundred and f i f t y  dollars a track of Forty Acres ther  i s  l a n d t h a t  i s  
second ra te  tha t  i s  vacant tha t  he Enterd a t  one dol la r  on a quarter  
per acre and land tha t  i s  second handed very cheap and good i t  woul be 
great consolation to  us a l l  i f  you would come to  th i s  country and by 
land and l ive  in our country we would l ike  t o  see you a l l  face to  face 
and injoy the sweet community of our long absence? as f o r  the price of 
produce wheat i s  worth for ty cents now and corn twenty cent per bushel 
and i t  is offering to  in gage wheat a f t e r  harvest a t  twenty f ive  cents 
per bushel saul t i s  cheap the Rail road cars comes with in  eight  
miles of us salt i s  worth 31% cents per bushel and sugar is  5 cents 
per pound and coffee i s  eight cents per pound labor i s  (?I t t~e r  wayes 
i s  generly f i f t y  cents per day money i s  scearse and times i s  tolerable  
hard we wish you to  come i f  you think i t  will  soot you i t  would be the 
greatest  consolation a l l  your friends we want you to  wri te  writ? t o  
us every month we feel will ing to  receive a l e t e r  any time and as many 
as you w i  11 send we wish you t o  write to  our friends in texas and then 
write to  us and find out the post of f ice  tha t  we may write t o  them and 
them t o  us we a l l  l i ve  a t  the same place t h a t  we did and expect t o  
remain hear we have no notion of leaving t h i s  country we want you to 
write about a l l  our old friends and how they a l l  a re  doing and ther 
health and a l l .  we want you to  write i f  you do not move and i f  you 
t h i n k  you will come i t  will be great sa t i s fac t ion  t o  us a l l  and I t h i n k  
t ha t  you will be very well pleased with our country and s a t i s f i e d  with 
our s t a t e  we wish you to come and see us any how i t  i s  not so f a r  b u t  
what some of you will come and see us a l l  we want you to  not f o r  get  us 
no how i f  we should not meet in th i s  world t r y  t o  meet i n  the next wher 
parting i s  no more--is no more a t  present b u t  remain your a f fec t ionate  
friends cousins unt i l  death 

Present Wren Grayson j r. 
Henry Grayson 
Sanford Grayson 

John Wren Grayson was appointed Sexton of the Springdale cemetery 
of Madison in 1842 and performed the duties f o r  several years before a 
successor was chosen. In 1852 he again accepted the posit ion as Sexton 
and served unt i l  his  death 30 years l a t e r .  

In addition, John was a volunteer fireman. A t  his death in 1882 
he was called "the oldest member of Western Fire  Company #3 and i n  h i s  
days of vigor was t ru ly  a nobel firernan. For many years he was in  such 
high esteem by the members tha t  they gave the f i r e  engine the name by 
which he was known among them: Pap Grayson." This t a l e  i s  proven by the 
actual cast  brass sign which i s  now in the possession of John's great-  
grandson, Roland Howard Grayson, the son of Howard and fa ther  of the 
author o f  t h i s  biography. The sign i s  curved to  f i t  the stack of the 
old steam f i r e  engine, and i s  to th i s  day a work of a r t  and beautiful 
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t o  behold. The s i g n  was salvaged from t h e  engine years l a t e r  by Fred 
Fr iedersdor f ,  S r . ,  who gave i t  t o  George who gave i t  d i r e c t l y  t o  Roland 
Grayson, h i s  nephew, because he was the  o n l y  male Grayson o f  t h a t  genera- 
t i o n  f rom the  l i n e  o f  Andrew. 

Fred Fr iedersdor f ,  J r .  , o f  Madison, s t a t e d  ( te lephone conversat ion,  
1974) t h a t  h i s  fa ther ,  (Fred, Sr. ,) was engineer  on t h i s  same f i r e  . 

- engine i n  1900 and before,  t h a t  i t  was p u l l e d  by two horses, t h a t  t h e  
t w i n  steam-driven p i s tons  pumped the  water, and t h a t  t h e  water  came f rom 
c i s t e r n s  which were l oca ted  a l l  over  t he  town. 

Andrew Jackson Grayson wro te  a l e t t e r  t o  the Madison Cour ie r  from 
Kansas City many years l a t e r  i n  which he sa id ,  " I n  1849, when I was b u t  
e leven years o f  age, my f a t h e r  was employed as a cupola tender i n  t h e  Lewis 
and Crawford Foundry. When Western F i r e  Co. was organized and rece i ved  
i t s  c h a r t e r  from t h e  S ta te  of Indiana i n  1850 the  company's f i r s t  engine 
house was a frame c a r r i a g e  house i n  the  r e a r  o f  Samuel Crawford 's  
residence, now t h e  home of t h e  Hon. Manly D. Wilson, and t h e  f i r e  company's 
membership was employees a t  t he  foundry, which i s  now t h e  McKim-Cochrane 
f u r n i t u r e  fac tory .  

"Among o t h e r  prominent members t h a t  answered t h e  t a p  o f  t h e  foundry 
bell were George and Henry Armstrong, coppersmith, who had t h e i r  shop 
near t h e  nor thwest  corner  o f  Second and Elm s t r e e t s ,  Lou is  and W i l l i a m  
Eddy, Joseph M. Crawford, George Saberton, and John Grayson, who was 
then a c t i n g  as 'Messenger' i n  charge of t he  engine house." 

Andrew Jackson Grayson Wrote one o the r  a r t i c l e  concerning h i s  f a t h e r  
-which tends t o  show t h a t  John was a man o f  unusual courage and phys i ca l  

prowess: "On Thursday, Sept. 3, 1846, a most so r row fu l  ca lam i t y  b e f e l l  
- - -  - - t he  denizens of Crooked Creek Val ley ,  causing g r e a t  l o s s  o f  l i f e  and 

proper ty .  I t had been showery a l l  day, b u t  i n  the  a f te rnoon  t h e  r a i n  
-poured down i n - t o r r e n t s ,  f l o o d i  ng our  s t r e e t s . .  . c e l l a r s . .  .and even r e s i -  

dences i n  the  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  t he  c i t y .  

"Crooked Creek rose t o  an enornous he igh t ,  ove r f l ow ing  i t s  banks 
..-from i t s  headquarters down t o  t h e  mouth, where i t  empties i n t o  the  Ohio 

River ,  sweeping eve ry th ing  be fo re  i t---houses , br idges ,  fences, and o t h e r  
p roper ty .  The water  was a l l  over  Spr ingdale Cemetery and was f u l l y  f i v e  
f e e t  h i g h  i n  t h a t  enclosure. ---Twelve persons were drowned, seven of 
t h e i r  bodies be ing  found a f t e r  t h e  waters assuaged i n  a f i e l d  a t  t he  f o o t  
o f  W i lbu r ' s  h i l l  --- now t h e  new a d d i t i o n  t o  the  Spr ingda le  Cemetery,, . . 

- ,.- . - "John Grayson, the  venerable Sexton o f  Spr ingdale,  who was then 
d r i v i n g  team f o r  t he  l a t e  F. L. Thompson, was one o f  those who na r row ly  
escaped from drowning. The waters had complete ly  surrounded the  home 
o f  o l d  Aunt L e t t i e  S ta f fo rd  and she and he r  daughters, Becky and Lucy, 
were c r y i n g  p i t e o u s l y  f o r  he lp ,  having taken re fuge i n  t h e  l o f t .  M r .  
Grayson p u t  h i s  horses i n  AulenbaschUs s tab le ,  and he and Charles Dugan, 
Sr., s t a r t e d  t o  swim ou t  t o  pac i f y  o r  save them. M r .  Dugan found t h e  
c u r r e n t  too s w i f t  and re turned,  b u t  M r .  Grayson reached t h e  house and 
assured the  f r i gh tened  co lo red  fo l ks  they were n o t  going t o  drown. Then 
s t r i k i n g  ou t  f o r  shore, h i s  s t reng th  proved i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  make i t  and 
he was borne down w i t h  the  r a p i d  c u r r e n t  f rom a p o i n t  j u s t  t h i s  s i d e  
of what i s  now Bu tz ' s  brewery t o  R i t c h i e ' s  b r i ckya rd ,  above Bunker H i l l  
Tavern, where he f l o a t e d  near enough t o  the  bank t o  grasp a po le  t h a t  
was extended t o  him. It was f i r s t  thought by everybody t h a t  he was l o s t ,  
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mm * -6; 

and word t o  ' t ha t  e f f e c t  was conveyed t o  his family." 

(The above s t o r i e s  a r e  from the Mary Hill co l l ec t i on  of a r t i c l e s  
- .-  -- written by Andrew Jackson Grayson of Madison, Indiana, on f i l e  i n  t h e  

Genealogy Section of the Indiana- S t a t e  Library,  Indianapol is ,  Indiana. ). 
9 

Sala th ie l  Grayson, the  e l d e s t  son OR John Wren Grayson, was born 
1837 and died i n  1916, married Mary Lackland, (8. 1837, D. 1895.) 
Sa la th ie l  was f i r s t  a r epo r t e r ,  then the c i t y  e d i t o r  of t he  Madison 
Courier, and f in i shed  over 60 years  of f a i t h f u l  s e r v i c e  w i t h  t h a t  news- 
paper. Their  chi ldren were: 1 ) Charles Meriam Grayson, 8 .  1857 i n  
Madison, Indiana, died 1931, married Josephine Dreiss. Charles was a 
p r i n t e r  f o r  the Clsdison Courier. 2 )  Helen Grayson, Born 1861 , Madison, 
died 1958, married Harry Martin Goold, B. 1856, died 1943; one son,  
Harry Grayson Goold, B. 1888, D. 1901. 3 )  Mary Francis Grayson (blame), 
B. 1865, D. 1942, never married. 4 )  Gertrude Grayson B. 1868, died ?, 
married John Bernier. 5)  Maude Grayson, 6 .  1881, 0. 12 March 1968, 
m. 1 s t  Cornelius DeMeese, 2nd, Percival Moore, chi ldren:  1 .  Mary Francis 
DeWeese, 5. 1905, m. John Speed; 2. C o ~ n e l i a  DeWeese, 0.  1908, D. 1968, 
m. John Mil ler ;  3. Maude Winslow DeWeese, B. 1911 i n  S t .  Louis, m. James 
L. Price, now 1 iving i n  Louisv i l l e ,  Kentucky; 4. Gertrude Aiin C2\!eese, 
B. 1914 Carrol ton,  Kentucky, D.  1920; 6 )  Ber t i e  Grayson B 1874, D.  1877 
w a s a c h i l d ,  Wi l l i e ,  found present  i n  the  1880census .  Sources: Mrs, 
Winslow Pr ice ,  December 1973; tombstone i n sc r ip t i ons  , Spri  ngdale Cem., 
Madison; newspaper c l ipp ing ,  Frank1 i n Republican, Madison, 191 4 .  ) 

- John W. (Wren?) Grayson, son of John Wren Grayson born 1540 o r  
m 

< - - - - - 1842 i n  Madison, Indiana died 1901 age 60, inarried Lucinda Virginia 
Wilson B, ca. 1846 i n  Virginia ,  a second cousin of Pres .  Woodrow Wilson. 
John W. was a p r i n t e r  (Census cf 1880, Je f f .  Co., Ind. p. 171) and i n  1879 

-.- - -- 
Y was a s s i s t a n t  superintendant of t he  Springdale Cemetery when his f a t h e r  

--- was the superintendent.  (from the  Madison, Ind. Directory p .  46.) Child- 
ren: T)-Alice  Virginia Grayson 9. 1862, D. 1927 age 64 married Dr. 

rY 
George Eugene Bragdon of Canton N .  Y .  ; her daughter is Mrs. E .  D .  (Grace) 

- 7 h o m a s  of Columbus, Ohio. 2 )  S t e l l a  Grayson B. 1864, married,  no 
chi ldren;  3)  Harry Grayson, B. 1867, had one daughter;  4)  Bertha 

- -  ----Grayson 0, 1869, no chi ldren;  5)  Joseph Grayson, 6. 1872, had one son; 
L 6) Luella Grayson, B. 1875, married, 2 ch i ld ren ;  7)  J .  Herbert Grayson, 

8. a f t e r  1880, D. ca. 1964, had 2 sons. (Sources: 1880 census above; 
letter from Mrs. E. E. Thomas, 3/22/74.) 

irr 

. . Andrew Jackson Grayson, son of John Wren Grayson, B.  26 December s br+t.y r ~ p  
1838, Decatur County, Indiana, D. age 74 on 22 Ju ly  1913., married h. 11 4-JY 1~1'7 

iul - - -  - ---Matilda Lawrence 18 August 186eJa t  age  22 between en l i s tments  i n  the A. \9 k4-L 15 

6th Indiana Regiment i n  t he  c i v i l  war, fought a t  the B a t t l e  of Shi loh,  
served a s  S g t .  and a s  1 s t  L t . ,  honorably discharged 22 May 1862. Qccu- 
pation,  prr n t e r  and  wri t e r  f y  Madison iourier+,Children: 1 ) Will i a ~ n  

% @ d : ~ ~  r(*p+ t q ~  b A 4 o r t o n  Grayson, 0 .  &L&Ly&y m. Bettie ~ ~ r p 1 n ' r 2 )  F& E, Grayson, 
AB. 8 June 1868, m. Lor t\a;_U G ~ ~ y t e G ~ d v / a r d  Grayson, B. 5'August 1871, 

$&d.c.. l tqq D. 21 January 1954 m.%; 4 )  l o t f a  8. Grayson, 8. 25 Flarch 1874, d. n~=-lolo 
,% wue.~lJf', 
c.\;4 m. ~ o h n t J o n e s ;  5 )  Howard Grayson, B. 15 Oct. 1877 m.  Una May Tasker. 

The descendants of these  fami l i e s  w i  11 be recounted i n  a l a t e r  chapter .  
(Sources: Mi 1 i t a ry  records ,  National Archivcs; family t r a d i t i o n .  

m 

Sarah A.  Grayson, daughter of John Wren Grayson, B. 12 May 1832, 
D 7 April 1896, married John W. f4cCovY B .  25 Oct. 1827, 0. 2 Nov. 1878. 

L Their daughter, Jorz E.  b!cCoy, B. 18 June 1852, D. 2 Feb, 1886, married 
X b > L h u n 4  \ * . G ( a * . z Y ~ o ~  b g  L l la l l t~ -2  A .  , 4. Albr*  S . h e t r d k  



James H. Smith. Jora McCoy i s  buried i n  the Springdale Cemetery, 
Madison, with "4  infant  chi ldren. " (Source: tombstone inscr ipt ions.  ) 4 

Rebecca.J. Grayson, Born 1830 i n  Scott  County, Kentucky, e ldes t  
child of John Wren Grayson, married William P. DeMent. A son, William 
DeMent, was born 1857, died 30 January 1860, (Item from Early News- 
papers of Jefferson County, Ind., publ. by D.A.R., Ind. S ta t e  Library, 

~ a r ~  C.  ~ r a ~ s o n , i b n ~ e s t  daughter of John Wren Grayson, born 1834, 
married Sewell Lloyd on 30 July,  1860. (Source: ibid.  p .  162.) V ; ~ J  ~ 4 1 3 - ~ q ~ a .  

d 

>Q% TDI.\\, ~ % * L v + ( ~ J  -a' 3.3 (+.we *.\ LLA L d-r9 L 1 ~ ~ 5 , & . l d i ~  a-d Pear '#  Liw ' " ~~;";yf;b..FaliL. 
The well known and venerable Sexton of Springdale Cemetery, John 

Grayson, died a t  the home of his  daughter Mrs. S. Lloyd on  Broadway J 
a t  ten o'clock l a s t  night. The bel ls  of d i f fe rent  Fire companies ris 
tol led long fo r  the departed, and among the firemen the words passed 
from l i p  t o  l i p  "Pap Grayson has gone a t  l a s t " .  In the death o f  John 
Grayson Madison l o s t  a good c i t izen;  a kind neighbor; an honest f a i t h -  & 
ful public of f icer  and one who was regarded almost as a f a the r  to  
thousands in Madison from having performed kindly offerings f o r  them 
i n  hours of sadness. tle has been Sexton o f  Sprir~gdale Cernetery f o r -  
many, many years. He was appointed to  the place in 1842 and performed ai 

. the duties for  some years before a successor to  h i m  was chosen. In  
1852 a t  the so l i c i t a t ion  of Mr. C .  Vail, has again accepted the posi- 
t ion of Sexton and he1 d the place with exception o f  one year intermis- dl 
sion, from tha t  time t i l l  his death. In the capacity o f  Sexton he 
placed the sod of the valley above fu l ly  f ive  thousand people, and 
there is  scarcely a family i n  Madison who has not had a representative 4 
interred by him; b u t  his well worn spade i s  l a id  aside and another one 
has fromed f o r  the "old Sexton" the windowless chamber where he wi 11 
sleep and res t .  

He was the oldest member of Western ~ 8 r e  Company #3  and in h is  
days of vigor was t ru ly  a noble fireman. For many years he had been a 
messenger of t h a t  Company and was held i n  such high esteem by the d 

members that  they gave the f i r e  engine the name by which the good old 
man was known among them "Pap Grayson." 

II 

His venerable wife survives b u t  i s  in very feeble health.  Their 
s i x  children a re  1 iving, the yougest being past for ty years of age. 
They are  Mrs. Rebecca Dement, Mrs. Sa l l i e  A.  McCoy, Mrs. Mary C. Lloyd 
and Messrs Sa la th ia l ,  Andrew J .  and John W. 

i 

The deceased was a constant member of the Methodist Church and 
Rev. L.  G.  Atkinson will o f f i c i a t e  a t  t h i s  funeral which will  take P 
place a t  two o'clock from Trini ty  Church. 

In compliance with a request of the deceased he will  be interred d 
i n  a black walnut coffin.  (Copied from the Madison Courier, Feb, 1 ,  
1882. ) 

An a r t i c l e  concerning ~ohn-wren Grayson's death was published i n  
1 

the Madison Courier Feb. 14 ,  1882: "Western Fi re  Company: A t  a meeting 
i n  the Western Fire Company l a s t  night, the following changes among the 
o f f i c i a l s  were made: Mr. Samuel Moses was elected Messenger, and resigned 
his  post as vice-president. Mr. SalathSel Grayson was chosen vice- 
president. Lon Holding resigned his  position on the standing committee 
and Mr. Henry Mabrey wds appointcd to  f i l l  the vacancy. P 
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WESTERN FIRE COPIPANY NUMBER 3 ABOUT 1850, THE SMOKE STACK OF 

THE FIRE WAGON HAD A SIGN "PAP GRAYSON" REFERRING TO J O H N  WREN 

GRAYSON 
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mh - ...- i i 1.- +:-z -- -.- 
. 1 ~ -  .. i ~i - L A ~ "  v r l l F i T w ~ i ~  Z ~ ~ t 0 i . l  :I!' S U l ' i i i t i ~ w ; t  

Ccvcbcry ,  John Grnyson ,  rIIffir1 s t  t ? e  nnTa  n r  n i ~  f i g u ~ n t r r  
1.2~. S _  JJ.~;J(I 3 1  Bro9dway .--- -. a t  t e n  o l c l n c k  1 ~ 9 %  r . l gn t .  'i'r~e 
u e l l ~  o r  2 i t ' r e r e n t  F i r ?  c n - ~ ) l n i t 7 ~  t a i l ~ l i j  13~!9 I ~ T &  TPL! d e -  
p.1-ced, pr.d =mnn[! t h e  f l r ~ n c n  t h e  r,rards v ~ s s c l d  SrnT l i ~  t o  
l i p  " F r p  ! i r?ys3n  hat gsne s c  l l s t i i .  I n  T D P  d ~ a t n  31 J a h n  
( ; P P Y R O A ~  b l c ~ i i p 3 n  1 3 ~ t  T g0zT1 c i t i z e n ;  .? k i n d  slmirn;:or;  p.n 
hbneatg f e i t k f u l  p u b l i c  a f" iccr  rn? o n p  who M n 6  r ~ g a r d ~ d  
almoct e s  . f ~ t n e r  t o  th?u:.;.nds ir, !,!a.2isor. f r o q i  h n v i r 8 ;  pe r -  
'o=.mc.d k i n d l y  offerings f o r  therr! i n  k o u r o  of' s e d n e s e .  
He ha.6 been  S e x t o n  o f  S p r i n g d ~ l c  C e ~ e t c r y  f o r  rn?ny, m?ny y @ a r s ,  
He wee e . p p o i r t e d  t o  the: ulece! i n  18112 ?nd  ? e r f o r n e d  t h e  6 u t i e ~  
f o r  s s ~ e  X e z r E  b e f a r c  F s u c c c s s a r  him V'F.R c k a s e n .  I n  1852  
e t  t h ~  s o l i c i t q . t i o n  of' Mr. C .  V a i l ,  h2.6 PgnS.n ~ c c ~ g t ~ d  t h e  
p o s i t I a n  af S r x t ~ n  a x 1  h r l d  t h e  p l ~ c e  t>: i the  cxccgtian o f  one 
y e s r  i n t e r m i s f i i o n ,  frox th.t t i n e  t i l l  h 3 . ~  5er"..tk; I n  t h e  
c a p s c i t y  a f  S e x t o n  h e  p l a c e d  t h e  fiod a?' t h e  v ~ . l l e y  a b ~ v e :  
f u l l y  r'ivc t h n u ~ p n d  p c o o l c ,  ~ n d  t h e r e  i 8  ~ c ~ r c e l y  F f p r i l y  
i n  Me.c l i~on t.-hs3 h ~ s  n 3 t  hsi! 9 p ~ p ~ c ~ e n t ~ + v i v =  i n t ~ r r e : !  D:; .:him; 
b u t  his his well  worn spnde l o  l a l d  ?aide ~ n d  > n o t h e r  one 
~ R B  formed f o r  t h e  " o l d  S e x t o n H  tP.c v i n d o w l ~ l s ~  ci- GS-TF . uc'r ~ ~ b 6 ' r e  
I-.P %:ill ~ l e e p  ancl r e s t .  
HF V ~ E S  t h ~  3 l ? . f 6 t  m ~ r ? ' b e r  n f  t . ' c s t c rn  F i r e  Cor;l.psny #3 ~ n d  i n  
his d r y s  o f  v i g o r  7.Tps t r u l y  r n a b l t  firemor?. F o r  mgny yrn91-p 
he h r d  been  r r-~srrger of t k c . t  Co.rr~.rny ~ n d  ? - + P C  Ir.ellr' i n  FIJ.C~-L 
k l ~ h  e s t ~ c n  by t h e  n e v b e r ~  t h ~ t  they  g?ve t k p  " i r e  p n . T i ~ ~  t ' r e  
neTP by t!hich t h e  g30d o ld .  TnPn krafi kno~.~n a rong  then!  IiFep 
G r ~ y e o n .  

1 7  :.e give briar = a  s n  gu tob iogr ; .o5y  o r  t L p  c l e c e - r c t d  t r r l t t ? n  . 
some y e a r s  p g 3  pnd c ~ r ~ f u l l y  y l ~ c e d  Pwey by him. 

/ 
"1 vns b o r n  ~d S c o t t  c o u n t y ,  K ~ n t u c b y  o f  t h e  s e c o r d  dcy 04. 
K o v r ~ b e r ,  1805, 1 . l ~  f a t h e r 1  e nrr?c Q ~ P B  '.lrc?n Gr~yson a ~ r !  my 
m o t h e r l w  m? iden  nrrnc w a s  Z e t s y  O v r ~ n s .  I h r v e  ~ I x  b r 3 t l - ~ 1 r ~  ,/ 
8y.A 3nr E k s t ~ r ;  b r o t h - r  L e t y i s ,  d i e d  in c h i l d h o o d  ~ n d  p n ? S F , ~ r  
Henry ,  d i e d  ~ f t t r  r ~ i ~ i n ~  9 l ? ~ - g e  f z ~ i l y .  Ky o t h u r  b r 3 t b , ~ r o  ? r e  
Y r c n  cr?d S,?nfnrci Grn:rsan o f  Dcacr?.tor caur.t;y ~ P C I  JasepL: 2nd 
B e n j p m i n  G r s y ~ o n  o f l i p t o n  c o u n t y ,  I n d i ~ n a  n11 r p n  a f  h o ~ r s t  
r e p u t e  ?mor.g t h ~ s e  vh3 kna1.r t h e m .  Yjf o n l y  ~ n d  b e l o v t d  n i ~ t e a r  
is WE. Kpncy ! ' r r n i l t on ,  v:.'idotr o f  I ' ! i l l i n r r !  t f g r ? i l t n ~ . / ' ; ; f  Dccn t o r  
c o u n t y .  I n  1 9 0 7 ,  v:hcn I ufrr.&b y G r s  o f  sire n i  air-7.J.s- 
r n ~ v r d  t o  Trnn.easee r r d  c e t t l ~ d  ir B L - d s s ~  QJ,&&?+!IG~C I 
a l m o s t  grew t 3  canhood ?r?d I ' F F  f p m l l i c 7 . r  tb-r! scence 7r.d 
i q c i d t n t s  ~ t t e n d n n t  uDon  t h o e t  e q r l y  t i l r s ,  i n  ? d v e n t u r e ~  
with I r . d i 2 . n ~  a ~ d  w i l d  ,nr?irn~ls i n  Sequstchic V s l l r y  .-nd u a m  t h e  
Cumberlnnd F I o u n t = i n s ,  !',:GR elv72yn p h y ~ i c n l l y  s t r o ~ g ,  t?e . l thy a n d  

F e p r t y .  ~ f f i  t h e  np'r of s r v r n t c e n ,  ? t  9 r r l i g i o u s  meetin:: k r l d  
i n  t k r  housc nf H i c h s r b d  S t a ~ : e ,  I b c g n n  t o  nc c o ~ e c i o u s  g k o u t  t ~ y  
c ~ n d 1 Q i o n  2 6  3 ~ i n n r r .  Ilr. S t o ~ r  h ~ d  bccn c a n v ~ r t c d .  t o  God,  
~ y b r a c c d  t b c  fsith o f  t h e  C u - b r r l . r d m ~ - 7  
r ~ r n c ~ t  E P ~  3 .  C h r i ~ t ; l a n  g e o b l ~ .  ?!r . S t m r  F E  F O ; ~  ~9 hc hdd 
f o u n d  t ; f a ~ c c ,  c o n c t ~ n t l y  ~ o ; e p l r d  t:, his r r i r ~ r l ~  rnd n U i q h S o r s  t o  
'lflcr f r o v  thr v r n t h  t a  c o c e , "  l :Jbi l r  l i n t ~ n i n z  t3 k i ~ , h  I v f a ~  
d e e p l y  cor.victcc1, f e l t  v e r y  bz?  i n d e c d ,  ~ n d  V*PE ~ l . p C 3  v k e n  t h r  
mre t ing  c l o a c d ,  rc!p~rking pe I l e f t  t h n t  t h r y  w o u l ?  r:qt p e t  v e  
beck t h r ~ v  n g = i n .  But t b e  ~ g i r i t  o f  t!-,c L o r d  kpd t ~ k c n  c t r s n p  
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From t h e  Madison CourZer 
Madison; Feb, 14, 1882 

Contr ibuted by 30hn and L u c i l l e  McGulre; Madison, Indo 

DEATH$ Another Venerable Pioneer  Gone 

We are called upon t o  chronicle the death of ano the r  
venerable  pioneer--=so Permelia Gm ysan, widow of t h e  late 
John Grayson* Her death occurred a t  the home of her son i n  law, 
&a Sewell Loyd* , on Broadway, a t  6:00  clock this mornlneo 
She had bee: a sufferer f o r  about one year w i t h  d e b i l i t y  and a 
pulmonary a f f e c t i o n ,  and  her  i l l n e s s  was rendered the more 
distressing by the i l l n e s s  and death of h e r  l i f e  conpanion 
which occurred two weeks ago; y e t  she was p a t i a n t  In her 
suff e r ings ,  and calmly r s s igned  the  world to jo in  her beloved 
husband who recent1 passed to t h e  o t h e r  ahore, .y They trod life o journey t o g e t h e r  for so many yea r s ,  
s l a r i n g  wi th  each o t h e r  t h e  joys and v i c i s s i t u d e s  which f a l l  
the l o t  of nan and wife and, a t  a r i p e  o ld  age, a f t e r  l i v e s  w e l l  
spent, they sleep peaceful ly  beside each o t h e r  under t h e  f r i e n d l y  
sod of t h e  val ley ,  

Mrs56 Grayson was born i n  S c o t t  county, Kentucky, in 1506, 
and hence was i n  the  7 6 t h  year  of' her  ago, Mer maiden name was 
Cumnins, she being a daughter  of Major Andrew C, Cunrnins, 
who d i s t i n g u i s h e d  hioself i n  t h e  Var of 1812, She was married 
t o  John Gra yoon in 1829, and rezoved w i t h  him t o  this state 
in 183 7, The b iograph ica l  sketch of Mro Gmyson  he Old sexton" 
~ u b l i s b d  i n  these c o l m n s  two weeks ago, fows ,  I n  a &rat naasue  
the biography of t h e  one whose death we are nou recording, 

The f m e r a l  w i l l  t ake  placo a t  2  clock f r o s  t h e  
r e s idence  oP Xrs, Loyd, on Broadway, Rev. L.G. Adkinson conducting 
the r e l i g i o u s  exercises,  
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Chapter 5 

ANDREW JACKSON GRAYSON 
s biography 

by Richard Roland Grayson, M.D, 

My g r e a t  grandfa ther ,  Andrew Jackson Grayson, by a l l  
aaoounts from those  who knew him, w a s  a remarkable man. I n  d 
o r d e r  t h a t  h i s  achievements not  be f o r g o t t e n  by h i s  desaendants  
and In r ecogn i t ion  o f  t h e  fond memories o f  him by those  y e t  
alive who remember h i a , i t  seems a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  commit t o  paper  di 
a b r i e f  s t o r y  o f  h i s  l i f e .  

John Wren Grayson and h i s  wife  Permelia (nee ~~zmmlns )  had 
l i v e d  i n  Indiana on ly  8 years and had been marr ied 9 yea r s  
when t h e i r  5 t h  c h i l d ,  Andrew Jackson Grayson was born. The p l a c e  i 
was at t h e  family fa& near  Westport i n  ~ e c a t u r  county, sandcreek 
township, The whole Grayson o l a n  was i n  Decatur county a t  the  
t ime, and included about 7 o t h e r  f ami l i e s .  Andrew was born t h e  day 
after Christmas; Dec. 26, 1838. ( A s  I w r i t e  t h i s ,  t h e  137th  
anniversary  o f  h i s  b i r t h  approaches. ) 

When Andrew was born, he had 3 o l d e r  s i s t e r s  and a b ro the r2  
they  were Rebecca, age 8; Sarah, 6;  Mary, 4; and S a l a t h i e l ,  1. 

di 

The o t h e r  b ro the r ,  John Wren Grayson, jr, , was born I n  1842, making 
a ,@at family package of 3 boys and 3 g i r l s .  1 

When Andrew was 3, t h e  family s o l d  t h e  farm and moved 60  
9 

mlles south t o  Madison, Ind. 
Some anecdotes from h i s  youth s t i l l  a r e  with us  a between 

1881 and 1900 Andrew published many s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  Madison Courier  d 
and t h e  Madison Herald. These s t o r i e s  were c o l l e c t e d  and a r e  on 
file a t  t h e  Indiana S t a t e  library i n  Ind ianapo l i s ,  Below a r e  r e -  
p r i n t e d  some s e l e c t e d  paragraphs from t h e s e  s t o r i e s  t o  give u s  a n  d 
idea o f  Andrew's childhood and adolescenoe: 

q h e  o l d  Third s t r e e t  cemetery, now John Paul Park, was o r i g -  
i n a l l y  much larger, reaching  across what i s  now Th i rd  s t r e e t o  
The o i t y  i n  opening up t h e  s t r e e t  c u t  o f f  a part of  t h e  cemetery 

i 
on the  south side and never  removed t h e  bones of  a l l  t h e  departed;  
Among those now l y l n g  about  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  s t r e e t ,  o r  on t h e  
south  s lde,  are t h e  bones o f  *WhiteM who w a s  s h o t  and k i l l e d  by 
% h e e t ~ *  near  Poplar  Lane and ~ e w n d  s t r e e t s .  I n  1846-1849, when 
f a t h e r  llved across t h e  s t r e e t  f r o m  t h e  o l d  cemetery, t h e  young- 
s t e r s  would t r y  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  s p o t  where d i f f e r e n t  ones,  t h a t  were 4 
not removed, were s t i l l  lying.  

"1 used t o  be afrald of  dead ones, like a l l  children, A l l  such 
fooUshness  vanished as I grew old i  Never f e a r  t h e  dead ones ,  b u t  
always be on t h e  a l e r t  and keep an eye on those  rascally live onesow 

*In 1849, when I was bu t  11 years of  age, my f ~ t h e r  was employed 
' 

as cupalo tender  i n  t h e  o l d  Lewis and Crawford Fourdry, When 
Western F i r e  Co. was organized and rece lved  i t s  c h a r t e r  f r o m  t h e  S 
S t a t e  of Indlana I n  1850, t h e  company's f i rs t  engine house was 
a frame c a r r l a g e  house i n  t h e  rear a t  Samuel Crawford's r e s idence ,  

J 
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now the  home of Ron. Manly D. Wilson, and the  f i r e  company's 
membership was employees a t  t h e  foundry, which is  now t h e  McKim- 
Cochrane f 'urniture factory. Among o t h e r  prominent members t h a t  
answered t o  t he  tap of the foundry b e l l  were .....and John Grayson, 
who was then ac t ing  as nMessengerH I n  charge of t he  engine house.,. 

"1 never hear t h a t  b e l l  r i n g  but  what I th ink  of  t h e  Whedon 
boys and Andy McManaman, t he  o l d  time r a i l roade r s  i n  Madison's 
palmy days, When t he  new regime came about,the o ld  time ways were 
wiped out  and yau had t o  ca r ry  a watch o r  ge t  l e f t  i f  you d i d n ' t  
keep a hand o r  an eye on It .* 

*Where are the  b i l l i o n s  of  passenger pigeons t h a t  I n  t h e  
early f i f t i e s  annually passed over  Madison?, , . .Immense f locks  
#auld pass over Madlson l i k e  a rain-cloud i n  t h e i r  migrat ions,  
darkening the  sun for hours,  and breaking down t r e e s  by t h e i r  
weight i n  t h e i r  roost ing places.* 

According t o  Andrew's- ob i tuary  i n  t h e  Madison cou r i e r  (22 Ju ly  
1913), *he s t a r t e d  t o  work when q u i t e  young, so t h a t  his education 

so  far  as going t o  school was exceedingly l imi ted,  H i s  long 
aervloe a t  t he  p r i n t i n g  t r ade ,  however, ... equalled,,.a c o l l e g i a t e  
6ourse i n  t he  fundemental branches of knowledge, h i s t o r y ,  c lose  
study o f  the  b ib l e ,  h i s t o r i c a l  and o t h e r  works, with h i s  exception- 
ally br igh t  memory, made him a most en t e r t a in ing  and I n t e r e s t i n g ,  
witty, and Ins t ruc t ive  wri ter .# 

rn On the  20th day of Apri l ,  1861, it i s  recorded t h a t  Andrew d 
Jaokson Grayson o f f i c i a l l y  e n l i s t e d  as a Sergeant i n  Company E of 
the  6 th  Regiment of t he  Indiana Volunteers, It is  notable  t h a t  
For t  Sumter had been f i r e d  upon only 8 days earller, A p r i l  the l a t h ,  
and President Lincoln had issued h i s  c a l l  f o r  75,000 3-month 
volunteers  on Apri l  t he  15th.Andrew later (perhaps 1864) published 
a 52 page book recounting I n  d e t a l l  h i s  s e rv i ce  i n  t he  3-month 
mmpaign i n  West Virginia,  A photocopy of t h i s  book has been II 

obtained f r o m  t h e  Indiana S t a t e  l i b r a r y  a t  Indianapolis.  Sergeant 
Grayson saw much ac t ion  i n  t h a t  campaign and luok l ly  escaped . 
wounds and slokness,  H e  and his company of  Madison men were muster- rrr 
ad out August 2nd, 1861. Mdrew was 22 years  old. 

Wasting no tlme before Company E was reorgan lzed f o r  f u r t h e r  4 f i gh t ing ,  Andrew applied f o r  an  d was i ssued a marriage c e r t i f i c a t e  
on August 13th,  1861, f o r  marriage t o  Matilda Lawrence, They were 
married August 18th following. Matllda w a s  18 years old,  

To d ig re s s  regarding Matllda Lawrenoer according t o  h e r  ob i tuary  Ail 
(in t h e  Ju ly  29, 1899 Madison Courier) ,  she was born I n  Burlington, 
Iowa, on January 16, 1843. *Her parents  removed to t h i s  county 
when ehe was 8 years o ldo  * 4 

One month after h i s  marriage, on 20 September, 1861, Andrew 
e n l i s t e d  as a Sergeant in B company end as Lieutenant I n  D company 
6th Regiment, Indiana Volunteers, (War records from National 

Arohlves, Washington, D a c e )  P r i o r  t o  h i s  mustering in ,  t h e  record 
shows t h a t  he Hjoined f o r  duty an  d enrol led  A U B ~  26th. 1861, I n  
North Madlson. @ 

9 
Nothing Is known about h i s  next 6 o r  7 months of m i l i t a r y  

aervloe but one a r t i c l e  wr l t t en  by him concerning h i s  memories of 
the battle of Shiloh, 'me s t o r g  I s  taken from t h e  Madison Courier of 1 
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May 9, 1883. It I s  s igned by *Phellx Adair*, which was h i s  
frequent pen-name. 

*THE OLD MADISON BAND. HOW THm FOUGHT THE REBELS AT 
SBILOH WITH "YANKEE DOODLE*, ,.. When t h e  6 t h  India& disembark- 

ed f r o m  t h e  s teamer H i l l  a t  P i t t s b u r g  Landing a t  d a y l i g h t  on  t h e  7th 
of Apr i l ,  1862 end moved up t o  t h e  top  o f  t h e  b l u f f ,  Klein 's  ban d 
was in t h e  l e a d  p laying  Yan kee ~ o o d l e  Dandy, The regiment h a l t e d  
long enough f o r  Col. Cr i t t enden  t o  t e l l  t h e  boys what Indiana 
expected of  them, when nforwardH came aga in  and i n t o  t h e  t h i c k -  
est  of t h e  f r a y  marched t h e  band, s t i l l  a t  t h e  head of  t h e  reg- 
iment, a l l  t h e  while  f l r i n  g t h e i r  Yankee Doodle b a t t e r y  I n  t o  
the r e b e l s '  e a r s  while  t h e  notes  of t h e  gran  d o l d  tune  re-echoed 
across t h e  Tennessee River ,  only drowned f o r  a momen t by t h e  
mar of t h e  eleven-inch guns on board t h e  gun b o a t s  Lexington and 
Tyler,  which kept  up a cons tan t  s h e l l i n g  of t h e  woods i n  o u r  f r o n t  
and t o  do t h i s  had t o  f i r e  over  o u r  heads,  t h e  p r o j e c t i l e s  c u t t i n g  
off  t h e  limbs o f  t h e  t r e e s ,  which f e l l  upon o u r  s o l d i t r s  i n j u r i n g  a 
g r e a t  many.. . . . . r( 

The b a t t l e  o f  Shi loh ,  o r  P i t t s b u r g  Landln g, was fought  
on Sunday and Monday, A p r i l  6 and 7 ,  1862. It was t h e  first l a r g e  
c o n f l i c t  of t h e  c i v i l  w a r ,  I n  t h e  book Ohio a t  Shi loh  it  I s  recorded 
that t h e  Fourth Brlgade (Rousseauts)  formed i n  l i n e  of b a t t l e  a t  
8 a . m . ,  A p r i l  7 ,  1862, i n  f r o n t  of t h e  camp of t h e  3rd  Iowa, i n  
the fol lowing order :  t h e  6 t h  Indiana ( i n  which was A.J. G.) on t h e  
left....at 9 a , m ,  t h e  b r igade  advanced across Tilghman Creek and 
en  gaged Trabue's Brigade u n t i l  about 11 a.m., when Trabue r e t i r e d  
a n  d Rousseau advanced t o  Woolf f i e l d ,  where he  found a f o r c e  o f  
the enemy on t h e  west s ide .  H i s  ammunition be ing  exhausted Rousseau 
r e t i r e d  and Kirk 's  Brigade took h i s  p lace  i n  f l rs t  l i n e .  As soon 
as ammunition w a s  supp l i ed  Rousseau took p o s i t i o n  aga in  i n  f r o n t  
l i n e  and engaged t h e  enemy u n t i l  he r e t i r e d  from t h e  fleld.*(p.149- 
150. ) a  

The battle of Shl loh  was one of t h e  b l o o d i e s t  b a t t l e s  o f  
the Clv l l  War; over  20,000 men were k i l l e d  o r  wounded I n  t h e  two 
days f i g h t .  

Andrew Jackson Grayson, Lieutenant  In company D, 6 t h  Begirn- 
en t  o f  t h e  I n  diana I n f a n t r y ,  age 22,  res igned and w a s  honorably 
discharged on May 22,  1862 a t  P i t t s b u r g  Landing, Tennessee, acord- 
lng t o  h i s  war records i n  t h e  National Archives, Washin g ton ,  D,C. 
I n  a pen s l o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  1884 he s t a t e d  t h a t  *he cont rac ted  
va r l cose  v e i n s  o f  t h e  l e f t  l e g  while  on a seven days forced  march 
t o  jo in  General Grant  a t  P i t t sburgh  Landing," and thus  I n  curred  
d l ~ ~ b i l l t y ~  

A t  the t lme of  t h e  above d e c l a r a t i o n  I n  1884, h i s  phys ica l  
d e s c r i p t i o n  was l i s t e d  as: Height,  5 f e e t  8-9 Inches;  l i g h t  complex- 
ion;  dark h a i r ,  haze l  eyes. I n  t h e  1910 biography i s  t h i s :  n, .and h i s  
dome of thc. .ght r e q u i r e s  a Noo 7q h a t  .... evlden ce of h i s  -eat 
mental capaci ty .  * 
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Following t h e  B a t t l e  o f  Shl loh ,  Andrew r e t u r n e d  t o  Madison > 

where he r e tu rned  t o  work a t  t h e  lladison C o u r i e r  Newspaper, He d 
worked a t  t h e  newspaper f o r  o v e r  a h a l f  a century  a l l  t o l d ,  H f l l l l n g  
ell  ~ o s i t l o n s  f r o m  devi l  t o  foreman, and doing  h i s  work well. * (Ref .  t 
h i s  ;bit.) 

I n  1864, he publ i shed  a s e r i e s  o f  ske tches  o f  t h e  6 t h  Indiana  
t i  

regiment i n  west v i r g i n  la ,  t h e  last  of which appeared I n  t h e  
Dec. 3rd i s s u e ,  1864, of  t h e  l*Iadlson Da l ly  Courier ,  Following 
t h i s ,  heHrev i sed ,  rear ranged,  and put t h e  e n t i r e  work i n  book dii 

forma. He w a s  foreman o f  t h e  Courier  o f f i c e  a t  t h e  t ime, *These 
a r t i c l e s  have been eaqerly sought f o r  and read w i t h  a remarkable de- 
gree of i n t e r e s t  by t h e  pub l l c* . .~accord ing  t o  a n  account  i n  t h e  9 
Courier a t  t h e  t lne. , ,*Jack hns t h e  happy f a c u l t y  o f  taking us with 
him, and we see everyth ing  t h a t  occurred  as p l a i n l y  as i f  w e  were 
aotually l i v i n g  t h e  whole t h i n g  over  again, We are glad t o  l e a r n  A 
that Mr. Grayson contemplates  p u t t i n g  I t  i n  book form, and i f  he 
does so, we hope t h a t  every c i t i z e n  o f  J e f f e r s o n  county w i l l  
secure  a copy, as It w l l l  be pu t  at  a mere nominal sum, I n  t h e  

i 

d 
reach o f  a l l ,*  

There are 4 Items of h i s  writing i n  t h e  Indiana  S t a t e  Library; 
they are: 1. J e n n i e  Lind a t  Madison i n  1851; 2 The Boy Surgeon, 
a Military Charac ter  Sketch;  3,The S p i r i t  of  1861, H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

'i 6th  Indiana Eiegiment I n  t h e  Three Month's Campaign i n  Western *i* 

Virg in ia ;  4,  C o l l e c t i o n  of about  40 a r t i c l e s  h e  wrote for t h e  2 rl 

newspapers i n  Madison from 1881-1900, 
iB 

Less than a month after  An drew was discharged from s e r v i c e ,  I 
he and Matilda had t h e i r  first c h i l d ;  Laura H. Grayson was born 
June 13, 1862, 

Five o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  were born t o  t h e  couple; t h e y  are 4 
l i s t e d ,  In Andrew's own handwri t ing on a pens ion  a p p l l c a t l o n  
dated May 4, 1898: Willfam M. Grayson, Ju ly  22, 1865; Frank E. 
Grayson, June 8, 1868; George E. Grayson, August 5 ,  1871; 

I 

d 
fiotta Be Grayson, March 25, 1874; and Howard Grayson, October 15, 
1877. 

4 

la the 1879 Madlson busin ess d i r e c t o r y  were l i s t e d  5 gray son^:^ 
1. Andrew J. Grayson, foreman N e w s  Room Cour ier ,  res n s 3rd w Depot 
2. Charles M. Grayson p r i n t e r  Courier  ( e l d e s t  son  o f  ~ a l a t h l e l )  

Z . John Grayson supt  Spr ingdale  Cemetery (~ndrew's f a t h e r )  4 . John W ,  Grayson asst s u p t  Cemetery ( ~ n d r e w ' s  brother) 
5. S e l a t h l e l  Grayson, compos & correspondent  Courier (Andrew's brothel# 

1 
The Grayson family seens t o  have been almost  all i n  t h e  

print ing  trade, al though Andrew was par t  journ a l l s t ;  i n  t h e  1887-8 
Madison City Direc to ry  were l i s t e d  14  Graysons, of whom 6 wgre 
prln  ters. These were 1, Andrew, 2. h i s  son Frank, 3, h i s  s o n  

1 
George, b., h l a  brother John W e ,  j., h l s  brother S a l a t h l e l ,  
and 6 . ,  his  son  William, A l l  3 sons and Andrew were l i s t e d  as 3 
l i v i n g  a t  724 W. Third Street, 
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%esldes be ing  a n  A No, 1 p r i n  t e r H ,  according  t o  a n  a r t i c l e  
about him I n  t h e  Madison Herald i n  1910, he was a member o f  
Western F i r e  Company, s e n  l o r  member o f  t h e  Madison b d g e  of Odd 
Fellows, P res iden t  o f  140 8 Bui ld ing  Associa t ion ,  and served f o r  
s e v e r a l  yea r s  as J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  Peace. 

Edna Freese ,  one o f  h i s  son U i l l l a m v s  daughters ,  remembers 
Andrew t e l l i n g  h e r  of  o f f i o i a t i n g  a t  weddings as a j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  
Peace, and s i n g i n g  HMy Old Kentucky Home* for t h e  weddlng p a r t i e s .  

Mabel Burkhart, a s i s t e r  of Edna's says t h a t  NGran dpa 
Andrew Jackson Grayson w a s  a s q u i r e  on  t h e  Ferry boa t  t h a t  went 
f r o m  Madison t o  Kentucky and he  married couples  on  t h e  b o a t ,  
mostly runaways and e loping ,  He used t o  t e l l  u s  funny s t o r i e s  
about  it al l .  * According t o  Webster's d ic t ionarg ,one  ddf i n i t i o n  
of % q u i r e H  i s  :'a t i t l e  of r e s p e c t  commonly a p p l i e d  t o  a j u s t i c e  
of t h e  peace o r  similar l o c a l  d i g n i t a r y ,  as i n  a rural d l s t r i c t , ~  

The 1910 Herald a r t i c l e  goes on: *In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  
va r i ed  c a r r e e r ,  when a young man he made two o r  t h r e e  trips t o  
New Orleans o n  f l a t b o a t s ,  be fo re  t h e  era of fast  steamboats and t r a i n s ,  
and i n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e s e  dangerous,  y e t  f a s c i n a t i n g  trlps t o  t h e  
young men o f  t h o s e  days ,  we have heard hlm f a c e t i o u s l y  epi tomize 
them as walking from Madison t o  New Orleans wi th  a b i g  l o g  o f  
wood on your shoulder ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  crew would 
have t o  work a t  t h e  o a r s  of t h e  f l a t b o a t  and make t h e  long sweeps by 
walking hour a f t e r  hour ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  make the t r i p  I n  as qu ick  
time as possible ."  

Metilda Gragson, h i s  w i f e ,  died a t  age  56 o n  J u l y  28, 1899. 
The Courier  devoted almost  a full column t o  h e r  o b i t u a r y  t h e  fo l lowing 
dagoBesides her c h i l d r e n  s h e  l e f t  2 s i s t e r s  and 1 b r o t h e r s  Mrs. 
John Pol lock of  B a t t l e  Creek, Mich., and Mrs, Thomas McNutt, n e a r  
W l r t  i n  J e f f e r s o n  County, Ind. The b r o t h e r ,  O l i v e r  Lawrence, l i v e d  
I n  Dayton, Ohio. She Hwas of a l o v e l y  and loveab le  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  
devoted t o  home and f i res ide .? . she  was a member o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  M. E. 
Church. Her 4 sons and 2 sons-in -law served  as p a l l  bearers.*She 
was the  c e n t e r  of  a beaut i f 'u l  homellfe which s h e  c r e a t e d  and he ld  
together ,  She l i v e d  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  b r i g h t e s t  and best reward 
that can come t o  womanhood---the s a t l s f a c t l o n  of  s e e i n g  h e r  fami ly  
grown t o  ma tu r i ty ,  f l l l i n g  honorable  s t a t i o n s  In l i f e ,  r e spec ted  
and useful." 

Ward M. Jones ,  son of Andrew's daughter  L o t t i e  Jones and 
her husband John Jones ,  remembers t h a t  h i s  family moved t o  Kansas 
City,  Mo. f r o m  Ind ianapo l i s  about  1906 when Ward was 5, and l i v e d  a t  
3300 Wampool Avenue, H e  says t h a t  Lotta I n v i t e d  her f a t h e r  t o  l i v e  
wlth them because he w a s  g e t t i n  g o l d ,  s o  Andrew moved i n  wl th  them 
and l i v e d  t h e r e  till about  1910, when he  moved back t o  Madison and 
stayed with h i s  son  George. 

S h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  he  moved t o  Frankl in ,  Ind., t o  l i v e  wi th  h i s  
son  W i l l i a m ,  where W i l l ' s  daughters  Faye, Edna, Esther ,  and Mabel 
learned t o  know him, Es the r  r e c a l l s ,  *everyone who knew him loved 
him an  d they  c a l l e d  him Jack. I w a s  1 3  when h e  dled..,he l i v e d  
wlth us ;  he kept  very l i t t l e  o f  his pension money f o r  himself.  
Sent it t o  old friends who ware i n  need, whom he kept  i n  touch 
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with and who were i n  t h e  a m y  under him. H e  used a cane for 
walking and made 2 t r i p s  a day, about a mile ,  t o  town and would s l t  
on the  ledge a t  t h e  courthouse. I had t o  pass It corning home from scho 
and I'd say, come on Grandpa, let's go home.. .and he'd say, is t h a t  
you Esther? I t 's  not  1 2  ye t .  Then t h e  c lock  would s t r i k e  and he  
would t ake  ou t  h i s  watch and say, ~ l g h t  on t he  dot.* d 

Edna Freese r e c a l l s ,  @Grandpa Grayson s a i d  t h e  Graysons 
came f r o m  I r e l and  and t h e  Lawrence8 f r o m  3c0 t l and .~She  has  no 
Idea why he said t h a t ,  %ut t h a t  is  what he always saLdqd ail 

Mabel s a i d  t h a t  Grandpa fialso t o l d  u s  a l l  about  t h e  w a r .  
He had h i s  s u l t  and American flag all fo lded  i n  a s u i t c a s e  and 

li( 

my, so  proud of them. He used t o  say he was only  h e r e  on a v i s i t  (IJ: 
aa Heaven was h i s  home, and p o i n t  up t o  t h e  sky with  h i s  cane.* 

Andrew Jackson Grayson died a t  the  age  of  75 a t  t h e  home o f  1 
h l s  son W i l l i a m  In Frankl in ,  Ind., J u l y  22, 1913. I n  one of h i s  ob i t -  * 
uar les  is recorded, #Dear old Jack; h i s  l i p s  are dumb, b u t  h i s  
s p l r i t  w i l l  l i n g e r  long i n  t h e  h e a r t s  of  those  who knew and loved 
him, and w i l l  ever  b r i n g  memories, sweet with hours  and days of  4 
good cheer and Joy. Be never searched for t h e  unpleasant  t h i n g s  i n  
l i f e ,  nor recalled sad and sorrowful hours  of man's ex i s t ence ,  His B 

motto was t h a t  of t h e  sun d i a l ;  he recorded only  t h e  days of sunshine.  uy 
Hie friends were l eg ions  and t h e i r  f a c e s  t h a t  were once wreathed 
l a  smi les  a t  t h e  mention of h i s  name were t inged  wi th  sorrow and 
regret when t o l d  of h i s  death. 

may be t h a t  h i s  l i f e  was not  a success as t h e  world views it, 
for he f i l l e d  not  h i s  c o f f e r s  with s i lver  and gold t o  be c a s t  on t h e  
threshold  of e t e r n i t y  , nor s t r o v e  for power t h a t  passes away 
l i k e  perfume of  e a r l y  dawn; he b u i l t  no monument of  br ick and mort- 3 
ar t o  perpe tua te  h i s  name, as i f  t o  mock t h e  l i v i n g  God, b u t  
leaves a n  i n h e r i t a n c e  r i c h  wl th  good humor and f u l l  o f  sunshine  
whleh n e i t h e r  summer's sun nor winter ' s  blast can decay, * d 

Page 51. 



Addendum to Chapter 5 s 

Cousin Mabel Burkhart writes o f  Andrew Jackson's  
dying words : *I wanted t o  tell you, t h e  morning 
Grandpa passed away--It was v e r j  ho t  and us  g i r l s  
took t u r n  s s i t t i n g  by h i s  bed and fanning him. 
He knew us a l l  up t o  t h e  l a s t ,  and I saw him d ie .  H i s  
last words I'll never forget: he looked up and s a i d  
'Matilda, I'm coning, '  An d  t h a t  was it; he  went easy, 

"Yes, Granda was q u i t e  a guy; he was liked i n  ~ r a ; l i n ;  
everyone kn ew him and called him e i t h e r  "JackN o r  n A . J , f i  

*Oh yes,  when he was I l l  i n  bed you see, he l l n g e r e d  a 
while. Well, t h e  town s h e r i f p r o p e d  t h e  s t r e e t  from one 
corner  t o  t h e  o t h e r  t o  keep it q l e t .  The s t r e e t  was roped 
In u n t i l  he was sent  t o  Madlson 'For t h e  funeral, I always 

- thought  t h a t  was nice ,  I must have been 18 then ,  o r  near  t h a t .  

"1 know my mother was good t o  him and h e  was t r e a t e d  like t h e  
rest of  us. I t h i n k  about t h a t  now--my mother so kind. Other 
c h i l d r e n  now put  their p a r e n t s  i n  nursing homes,, . * 



Remembrances of Andrcw Jackson Grayaon 

Wery one who knew hlm loved  him and they  c a l l e d  him 
Jack, X was 13 when he died---he l i v e d  with uo--he kept very 
l i t t l e  of  h i s  pension money for himself ,  Sent it t o  o l d  
f r i e n d s  who were i n  need, whom he kept  i n  tauch with 
and who were i n  t h e  army under him. He used a cane f o r  
walking and made two t r i p s  a day,  about  a mile ,  t o  town 
and would s i t  on t h e  ledge a t  t h e  courthouse. I had to 
pass I t  coming home from school  and I'd Gay, ncome cm Grandpa, 
let's go home,"and he'd say--is t h a t  you Es ther?  It's 
no t  1 2  yet .  Then t h e  clock would strike and he would takc o u t  
h i s  watch and say--"Right on t h e  Dot," Abig watch on a chain-- 

--Esther Knight 

I have no Idea how o r  why Grandpa (A.J.)  thought they  
came from Ireland and Scotland but t h a t  is what he always 
said. You know he was a j u s t i c e  of t h e  peace in Madison, and 
I remember him t e l l i n g  of  o f f l c i a t l n g  a t  weddings and o i n e l n e  
"My O l d  Kentucky Home* for them. H e  and I used t o  takc t h e  
t r a i n  a t  Frankl in  ( H e  l i v ed  with u s )  and go t o  Madison and 
v i s i t  with George and Frank' s. 

--Edna Freese 

Grandpa Grayson said t h e  Grayson's came from Ireland 
and the Lawrences (Grandma Grayson) family from Scotland, 

--Edna F ~ ~ C E C  

Grandpa Andrew Jackson Grayson was a Squi re  on t h e  
Ferry boat  that went from Madison to Kentucky and he marr ied 
couples on t h e  boat ,  mostly runaways and eloping,  He used t o  
t e l l  us  funny s t o r i e s  ubvut  1% - ; I l l ;  you see  (frar,d~a l i v e d  with 
us u n t l l  he passed away a t  our  house, Kc a l s o  t o l d  us a l l  
about t he  war. He had hls s u i t  and American flag a l l  folded 
In a su i t ca se  and my, so  proud o f  them, He used t o  say he 
was only  here on a v i s l t ,  as Heaven was h i s  home, and point 
up t g  t h e  sky with h i s  cane when he said t h a t ,  

--Mabel Burkhart 
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i I C__ ! 

1 1  

! I  One of Our i3ec.t Known CIii- 
zcns 
7 

Died :it the Homo uf f-lis Sou i n  
Franklin This Moruiug. 
- I 

I 
A telegram has bcec received an- c 

nouncing the dea th  of Andrew .Jacl;- 
eon Grnyaon at the home of his  6011, 

&'ill, in Frat~klio, a t  Y :SO o'clock 
this t roruiog,  where  he had 
been for some t ime in feeDIc heal th,  
aud thcugh hid d e a t h  mas not un- 
crpectecl, the uews mas receivei  ! 
with regret by his m a n y  friends in 
&lntJisoo, ~:.hern he ha9 been one o f ,  
the best kuoffn r e ~ i d e n t s  f a  many 1, 
years. 

A friend, who h:td been asaocinted I 
with him for a b o u t  s thirll of a cen- 1, 
tury in newspaper  work uud a l v x y a !  
looked upon him ae a pars-el ju 1 
mind ant1 ability, thus briefly sums j 
up his a!tsiumenta an? farnishee 3. 
.;loving tribute to  h i s  memop;T. ! I 

"Jack" Grayson is gone. l'liai 1 
ganial soul  t h a t  the  world I i n e ~ ~  w i l l ,  

, I ,  p ; - ~ ~ l f  l l r  <u>~drth i l i ;  
I --. +,. --..,, A , , , ~  ;-t:la',l:d+> l1:,.l'Iy 

i . I : L ~ F T ,  ; I I ~ !  h u i l t  no m c u u m i l l t  0: 
, . i :-.:ILK :.ad ~ 3 r t : r r  t r ~  yctpc:lu:t!a t l i ~  

I 

; ;\,~ra.?, ns i f  to mock the 1ivi:lg ( ; k ) i I ,  
1 o,it le,rics an inheritnlce ricil w ~ r l i  I 
I g17r.d ' t ~ u m c r  and full of bl.iush~:.~o l 

-1: ch n ~ i t h - ~  su:nluer's s,io EGr I 
' . ? i ' ~  b13;: C ~ C  decay. j . -  I 

- .\. J. Grayson w39 bar0 OD 3 farm 
j -,erLr LJ'e:!tport, Dcca tur  coonil', 
1 ~ L G . ,  D+:sember ZUth, IS:;?., 
\hi:, p a r c a t s  he 12313112 t o  Madison in 

! 5 i l ,  since w!lich time, u n t i l  w i t h i n ]  
the past year or eo, !hie city 
sceri hi; honie, and he 
nlmost  cqnstantly in it 
!L: exception of the t ime he servrd 1 I 
ln'chs army a::J f ~ r  tha few montl-.s I 

I 
i;,: iii1riii;d at Coiurnbus sod Indian-  I 

1 apoiid. 

I kjeai(!cs beicy ou A pfo. I ( 
) wn3, at the time of his death, the / 
j n l ~ l c n t  member 3f Wost~r11 Fi re  : 

I (:ruipa"y S o .  3, the senior mcrnber 
l 

of l l s d l s o n  LoCgc of Odd Fellows,  a 
soiarno rnemb.3: ut the Grand  A r m y  

1 o?: the Rellublic, waa Presiden t o f  ,i 
j Kc. Y Eui ld i rg  X~socia t ion  for years  ,/ 
i au.1 ~crved fo r  e e i e r s l  yenra a3 JUR- 11 / t ic' cf t h e  Peaco. I! 

! 
) 
1 
3 

j Ha wnu a l so  n xcoiber of t h e  
' 8th Tndinna regiai.ent d u r i n g  tlic 
1 civil war, an11 be ing  a writer of 
1 mzrkccl abi l i ty  he publiehed a big- 
* . '?, , of ti,:ri reg iment  in thc. tllrec 

, a,, ./,ti13 ccimpaigu i ~ h i c h  received 
muah favorsb le  c a x m e n t .  H e  also 
Fli;r.i~I!*?d maap articles to  T h e  
Yorald on Nadisor: and her citizens 

he Bnnwu no rarrc b u t  in memory. 
.L)cace to hia anhos. I n  him lived 
thc spirit  of \:.it and humor,  3 veri- 
t:hlt. fountain t!iat @parkled in  the I 
days of liis existence li!id the  sun- / 
l ight  reflected upon the  (lev; c f  tt:e I 
varlj. morn, bringing hnppincss srirl : 
::lad0~83 to t h e  thousnnds who, 
kncm him. 

I k a r  old Jnck; his lips a re  d u m b .  
but l l is  spi r i t  :rill l in~rcr  long in the 

I , 

; 

I ::ca:ts of t:loar: wha  knew aud loved 
li;m, nod bil l  cver br ing r u ~ ~ l l o f i ? ~ ,  

{9r;.2Ct n i t h  hours  2nd days  ~f g o o J  
i !c ldc~2r a?d joy. Tilere will be n o  

1 clouds tu darkca thc path aa thcy  rc- 

if,: n1:ver scs-hed irjr tllc cnp!.:~1;. i 
I act  thin25 i n  life; nor ri.tcr:!!~.i t ! . ~  
) 9:-i 131 9otrow1ui t .ours or rn2n79 

*;X:~!~.,ICC, t f i . 3  w$,ttc w33 t t ~ : ~ t  cif : j t h ~  5 ' ln i l i 3 1 ;  ' > c  ~ ? C C ) I ; ! & : ~  finly ti:#: 

:. i 111~s 01 =ur;;i~iuc, 11,s frii:l~dg wcr:!; 
' i . . ~ i o n a  nll.1 t i i c i r  f.1ct.s tha t  were j 
; 1 onrt. wrt-n!tlt.Li i l l  ~n:i!tbs 3t LII~?  m e n -  
. [ l , , . l I I  ! I n:lknt? ; v 4 \ r  tinccrl i l l  

! 6: . : r . , ~ - ;  , 1 1 1 ~ 1  t.:;;rt:t ty!:, r, ] ~ i l 3  

; I ., ,,It. 
1 1  tr..~!. 1 1 1 1  t ~ r n t  h i 3  l i f t *  wnq r : ~ (  ;I 

l , ! ~ r '  ' , .r.,  ' i  j 1 1 1 ,  r\..,rl,j vli.i.;i il, [,,r I , , .  
I,:!, .i 1 )  ) \  ! I ,  , < 3 , 7 1 i ~ ~ ~ +  v;lt,l ; a i ~ ~ l ! :  ; , ~ , , i  

/ , t"i 1 c r . $ s t  on ll!,! tllre:shol,! ,,[ 

wit!) ,~!<:irsiute t ~ y  3 s  EI.erald's many 
fiicp pcara ago, w.Fi;ch weri: read i , , 

p2.!ra!13. 

Mr. Q r 3 y ~ 0 n ' ~  ~ i f c  died 3 ZZKI~C: 

oi ycnre ago, i)nt is ourvived by I l ~ e  

I / 
I o i  i l . :  ~ i i l i a r n ,  of 

I F n!!il;lin; i i o v . ~ r J ,  o i  Cbic:.::~; >.;.+. 
Jo!.rl j ~ j n c ~ ,  of li:,usas C'lty, kr~i,,  

/ ' I . t . 2  rernsi-s viil arr ivc in LInlli- 

i 'son r;u t!le acor! t r ;~ in  t c m o r r o ~  fnr I 
,, buri>l i:t S~ringJlri.: cemcti.ry to-  I 

I ~ ~ r o i v  s f o ? m o o ~ .  TLC body - 1 1  i I 3 

t ~ c  t > l - ~ r ,  to t,hc hol!li: c,f tl,c 6t:cc- I 
d ~ n [ ' ~  5311, bi:, (:eorf:~ Cir.iy:Jox,l' 
t:..'!. ..-if'::'f3il '?[:':ti, T;.\IC?; ilJui:;31\ 
q <  r , ' ~ ?  ,a ; t i  ! .: !1* ' i .1  :>.t i ZI. I ;  
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ye t  V",'!CII th;tt !if.; i?,-c.i,:l;.:.j I,:[!. . , 
i !ji2i iL,> 7- - knois I i t  will I:t: fz>i.!nil ti,;:t i t  I:..; .. uulil hx;e r.::~:!lb 4 1i.c. 

beer1 t m c ?  of  i.-,r;!.d, :i?l.jJ \v:. 'llli;: ! !~i;!i:.:;t pi:irrac:l~> cf  fnlnc i ! ~  iitc::::.y: 
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llot n,ii,,c;,.,~ [,, m;;ii\; , , , ; ] . , ,  , "1;: : x i ~ i c ! ?  cT:er he  had cir,rr~te(i ]:is 
- . I,.;1.:r:ic... have tr:tvclcd 011  l i f .  ' 5  iijc:.fi+:y , , -., 

our quaint, q11ii.t ! i ! l l L  city. , B ,~ ' i l Jc3  Sung  an ;I So.  I pril~tcr, 
' I , .  j . ;  no7- t?l*: r;!J,,pt l i v : n L ~  :;lfiE:;,.t~ Lieutt-iinnt C;r+.-on \:.-5 !jorll 0.. ; .'; 
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/ :vas l J ! c ~ i L i c ~ t  of S c .  4 L-ii~i.:iicg 
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IT .:24iti*>rl :; t!lis y;lr,+:{1 -+ , I '  

YDdng man  hc 111at.i~ t r - :~  t.,r 

:lr,rl In,j;- ! li""c t r r p ~  to xclx+ (j:lcnp= ,In ii;,.t- 
' ! ~ j * ~ t g ,  bcforc t i c  ern of fa% i. stc;.!r,-  

t r a i~~s ,  ;i11:! i11 ~ d ~ ~ < : r j t j i l l g  

a :lia,.:, 
s 1 ilv1'5b7 L ~ R ~ ~ ~ P ~ I I S ,  YCL f;:scin;lj in: 

* Ailin? ~111 psj.sici, :la [;,,>nl dC.,.j! .!!!'i'' t3 Lhc young r:!cn or til,,:j,- 
1 , ; : t . " r  

' 1 ,  I :  d ,  j \ydrTi ,.,. i ,  , J ,-: ivC ll'?ve FLP:!:,~ i,iia i ; ~ ~ c ! ~ i ~ , L l , z l ; -  1 . 
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i11gly ji~i:iLe!~J, 1;~1i i;i,: !ollr; ;,..;,.jic :;: !l';:lllcir~g t!0111' af1thr !IIIIJ~, in ortjcr ;, 
the l?rilticg ti.;~':t:, v;hicil is !lJ,,,l-..,; !"1-:1ii: t l i ~  t 1 . i ~  In ilr q u : ~ . l ~  titne + 

ulrt!ri 1,y rnnny 2. ~::r;u:i!!iq~. ;, c(,:l, ,,: :Vcsiblc. - r"rq . . ji 
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AMDREtf J. GRAYSON. 

A d i ~ u ~ t c h  from h i s  Ron, W l l l i ~ m  Grnyeon,  Esq., 6 t a t c d  t h a t  
Andrew G r ~ y s a n  d i r d  p t  F r n n k l i n  p t  r i p h t - t h i r t y  t h i n  morning .  

i 
L i e u t e n a n t  Grnyson v!ee borr.  nn frrm n r a r  ' : f r e tpor t ,  Dccn'tur 
c o u n t y , ,  Dcccmber 20, 1838 r n d  ? , - i th  h i s  ~ a r c n t ~  hr? c--r?e t o  d 
Mrdison  i n  1841 ~ i n c c ,  wh ich  t i m e  h c  h a s  r c s l d e d  a l m o ~ t  c o n s t s n t  
w i t h  thr  e x c c ? t i o n  o f  t h e  t i n t  h~ scrvcd  i n  t - P  Prmy snd f3r 
t h e  few months he vrokzd e t  Columbua n ~ d  I n d i a r . l = o l i s .  F a r  h ~ l f  5 

a c e n t u r y  hc V S S  employcd on t h c  C o u r l c r  " i l l l n ~  s l l  p a s i t i a n s  1 

from d e v i l  t o  f n r e r n ~ n  end cloing t h e  v o r k  w e l l .  Hr s t ~ r t e d  t o  
work wken q u i t ?  young c a  t h ~ t  h i e  e d u c ~ t i c n  so  f p r  e f i  g o i n g  
t o  s c h o o l  1~r5s concrr r?cd  w o e  e x c e e d i n g l y  l i m i t - d .  H i s  l o r e  d 
~ c r v i c t  ~t t h e  p r l r t i n g  t ~ h d t ,  h 3 w - v ~ r ,  vhich i s  l001icd upon 
by mPny e s  c q u ~ l l i n g  c o l l e g i ~ t e  c o u r e e  i n  t h e  f u n d a m r n t ~ l  b r e n c k + r  
o f  knowledge,  h i s t a r y ,  c l o s r  fitudy o f  t h e  B i b l e ,  h i ~ t a r i c ~ l  9 
end o t h e r  vrori;s, w i t h  h i s  exceptionally b r i g h t  msmory, madr 
him e ~ o s t  c n t ~ r t a i n i n g  ~ n d  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  w i t t y  ~ n d  i n ~ t r u c t -  
ive w r i t e r .  d 

Soon r f t r r  h i s  r ~ t i r r r n e n t  f ram t h *  Prmy h r  p u b l i s h r d  e Tono- 
g r 2 p h  c a n t n i n i n g  n c n r ~ l e t ?  history ~f t P c  S i x t h  R a ~ l r n ~ n t  
d u r i n g  t h e  t h . r c r   month^ crnpaign i n  ' ' . ' c~ t  V i r g i n i a . .  Ha plso A 

- w r o t ~  mPny ~rticles, u n d ~ r  t h ~  nor! dc  plump ~f -hilix A d r i r ,  
w h i c h  ~ t t r a c t ~ d  considerable a t t e n t i o n  f o r  t h r l r  o r i g i n ~ l i t y  1 

and excc l l~ncz ! .  P 

Hed e college cou.rfic been s d d c d  t o  h i s  p r i r ! t l n g o f f i c r  cnrccr,  
hr  c o u l d  ksve r e a c h e d  t h r  high p i n n a c l e  o f  l i t ~ r g t u r e ,  GC'CPCP d 
o r  p o l i t i c ~ l  l i n ~ s  c c c o r d i n g  t o  ~ h i c h  rvrr  hr h a d  devo tc f l  h i s  
energy. He t r ~ f i  c fi--* p r i n t e r ,  t h e  o l d - s t  m r m h ~ r  o f  ' i ' r a t c rn  
Firr Cornwny #3 ,  t h e  s ~ n i o r  v rmbr r  o f  Refiioon Lotlqr ?t Oi?d 
F r l l o w s ,  + v c t e r ~ n  rnwLer  o f  tllr G r a ~ d  Army sf t b r  3 ~ p u k l i c .  J 

Wes P r c ~ i d t n t  of  #8  B u i l " i n z  A ~ s ~ c i e t i o n  f a n  y r o r s  P P ~  s e r v e d  
s e v e r s 1  y c s r s  s e  Justice o f  t h e  F ~ r c e .  

d 
He VDI! P fi3n of  t h c  l s t t  ~ o h n a ~ r r ! n r l i a  Grnyeon of  olhosr six 
c h i l d r e n  o n l y  t v a  s u r v i v e .  b ? r ~ .  17. C .  L l o y d ,  I - ? , i s n ~ p o l i s  
end S s l ~ t h i ~ l  G r ? ; r ~ o n  of l*;aAicon. Hr l p c v c a  f o u r  F ~ T I S ,  

\ ; : ' i l l i=m G. o f  ? r = n F l i n ,  Genl2;rr sn i l  Frpn1*; o f  t fpd i son  c n a  Y m . r d  
1 

of C h l c ~ g o  c n d  ope d s u g h t c r ,  L a t t i e  ()frs. Joh '' J a n e s )  o p  
K e n e ~ g  C i t y .  Thc. l s t i r ~  z n r l  s o n  I * I i l l i = n l  t .*f)rp  with him when 
he p = s n r d  r W c y .  E l s  w i f e  2nd e l d e s t  d s u g h t e r  Crr b u r i c d  I n  

9 
S p r i n g d a l e  C ~ r c t e r ,  t h i s  city, v~k-1-e !?i~ rtrn.ir?s w i l l  a l s o  
find a lpst r r s t i n g  p l r c c .  oi 
L i e u t e n e n t  G r o y ~ o n ' s  p r m y  e c r v i c r  i n c l u d e d  G*n I ' c C l e l l r ? n l ~  
~ u c c c f i ~ f u l  car17s= igr! ir " r u t  V i r ~ i n l ~ .  , t ;ht  m=rcL; t o  Fittfib1:rg 
L ~ n d i n ~ ,  T c n n . ,  enrl thc b o t t l e  n f  b h i l o h .  H* T h ~ n  r r a j x n e d  
b e c ~ u ~ c  v n r i c o s c  v e i n s  d e v e l o p c d  by t h e  ~ G P C C ~  m ~ r c h  t o  

i 
S h i l o h .  9 

d 
T i ~ r  bndy will b- brought$ i n  on t b c  noan t w i n  ~ n d  b r  t ~ k - n  
t o  t h r  h o n e  o f  h i 0  Eon ,  Gro rgc ,  5/"lr E ,  Sroonr7 S t , ,  w k r r e  n 
~ h o r t  n e r r i c r  r i l l  br h - l d  by Rev.  Vi ra l1  Tkonoron r f  k : n o  :. I,! 
T k ~ r  i ~ t r r r ~ c n t  \Jill b r  i n  S p r i n a d r l l c  Crmc t c.ry. 
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5, 1870 census Jefferson oo Ind. 
Grayson, Galathill , 32 pr in te r  b Ind 2-561 

Maryr 32 K house, b I11 Charles 11, school, b In& 
Nellie 8 ;  Mary 53 Gertrude 2; home, b Ind. 
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Copbed from t h e  Madison Courier  pf Jan. 22, 1954 

SHORT ILLNESS 
IS BATAL FOB 
GEO. GRAYSON 

P 
-- 

George E. Grsyson, a r e t i r j e d  l e t t e r  c a r r i e r  and former ly  
a c i t y  councilman, d i e d  yesterday a-rnoon a t  3:45 at  h i s  home, id 
624 E. Second s t r e e t ,  a f t e r  an i l l n e s s  of two week's d u r a t i o n ,  

Mr. Grayson was 82 years of age and a n a t i v e  and l i f e  res- 
i d e n t  of Madison, He was a son pf t h e  l a t e  Aridrew J. andVMat i lda  rlY 
Lawrence Grayson and t h e  last member of h i s  immediate family* 

When a young man he accepted a p o s i t i o n  wi th  t h e  Uo S. p o s t a l  
servdce and served as a l e t t e r  c a r r i e r  43 years, having r e t i r e d  1 
20 years ago last  month, 

Mr. Grayson was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c i v i c  a f f a i r s  and served  t h e  
p u b l i c  i n  s e v e r a l  c a p a c i t i e s  dur ing  h i s  l a t e r  years .  He was e l e c t e l  
t o  t he  c i t y  counci %nd served as ccaimman 04. t h e  board of  p u b l i c  a works and s a f e t y  u d e r  the  l a t e  Mayor Marcus R. Sulze ro  

During t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  1937 floodMr, Brayson was head of c i t y  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  and was i n  chafge o f  a v a s t  cleanup and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  d 
program t h a t  followed, 

As board of works and s a f e t y  chairman& he also supervised  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of C r y s t a l  Beach the  fo l lowing year. A t a b l e t  i n  t h e  
qmoi& s t o n e  pool  ba th  house w a l l  a t  t h e  pool  bea r s  the name of 
Mr. Grayson, Mayor Su lze r ,  Paul Dowell, then  c i t y  a t t o r n p y :  
George H. S h a f f e r ,  super ln tendent  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  (WPA r ep resen ta t&(  
and L e s t e r  Routt ,  a r c h i t e c t ,  

M r .  Grayson had served on the  county board of t a x  a d j u s t -  
ment and a l s o  f o r  some years was deputy a s s e s s o r  i n  t h e  c i t y .  

A t  t h e  time of l a s t  I l l n e s s  and d e a t h  he was a member of 
t h e  county a l c o h o l i c  beverage board, a p o s i t i o n  he he ld  f o r  a 

1 
numberof  years*  He was a l s o a m e m b e r o f  t h e  United Evangel ica l  
Church, Modern'r Woodmen of America, and was s e o r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  
of  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  Associa t ion ,  and organ iza t ion  of ~ lembers  of t h e  
former Knights of Py th ias  lodge i n  Madison, 

He is survived hy h9s wife ,  Mrs. Nary El izabe th  Graysonj J 
a daughter ,  Mrs. John E. McGuire, of t h i s  c i t y ,  and a grand-daughter 
Miss Mary El izabeth  Demaree, a l s o  of Madison, Another daughter ,  
the  l a t e  Mrs. Gladys M, Demaree, preceded him i n  d e a t h  las t  i4arch,g 

Funera l  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  be conducted Sunday a f t e rnoon  a t  2;30 
In t h e  Gans Funeral  Home, and b u r i a l  w i l l  be i n  Spr ingdale  cemeter 
F r i ends  may c a l l  a t  t h e  res idence  u n t i l  Sunday. 
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THd HOWARD GRAYSON FAMILY 

~.- 
1938 

Fred Jim Haakon Howard Una May Roland 
Smith Seiler Danielsen Grayson Grayson Grayson 

Lotta May Virginia Dorothy Sylvia 
Seller Danielsen Smith Grayson 

Marylin, Nancy 
Danielsen 

PatrZcia,Dick 
Grayson 
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LAURA AND 

GRAYSON 
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LOTTA GRAYSON 

Page 80,  





THE WILLIAM GRAYSONS. 

* * *  '-1 
/'GRAYSOMI TO OBSERVE 
f1501~ k I WEDDlNC YEAR 

t h e i r golden wedding anniversary 
Sunday a t  their rddcnce o t 403 - 

South Tennessee street in Danville. 
Mr. Grayson was born at Madison 

75 years ago anti for 31 years was em- 
ployed with The Franklin Star. He is 
nowf manager of the Polar Ice sta- 

. . , , .  

They have four daughters. ~ r s :  

golden wedding anniversary a t  their 
hcme here. The four daughters of the 
c ~ u p l e  and' their families were here 
for the picnic dinner. They were 

William M. Grayson, 82 Years 
former printer 30 yean for 

the Franklin Star, died Wqlnes- 
'day night in his home, 134 West 
.21st Street . 

Mr. Grayson, ,who had lived 
here three years, was born in 
Madison, was a member of the 
Knights of Pythias in Madison 
and . Franklin, Methodist Church 
in Shelbyville and Modern Wood 
men of America in Franklin. 

j m A L  servicgs will, 
held at 1:30 o'clock Saturd 
.afternoon in Weld Funeral H 
and burial will be in Crqwn, 
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