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RAY ARBETMAN

MAX BARATZ
~ LOWELL BENDER Dear Dr. Grayson:
- MELVIN GOLDMAN
| IZALMON GOLDSMITH ' . . .
- HMpaviD (iSBERG The document that you sent me is most interesting. as
DAN MORRIS You perceived it is a Jewish marriage certificate written
SVIJ?JL?S'SW?\INE?VFI\:AN in Hebrew and dealing with the marriage of your great
,EL,\',,ER PIELET grandfather to your great grandmother. They were married
MILTON RESNIK in Detroit, Michigan though there is no notation on the
IRWIN WEINER certificate to state just where. The dates are dates in
. '\f:f;'ol\,\? ?/w?litléi'( the Hebrew calendar. They were married 109 years ago or
LAWRENCE YELLIN in 1865, They were married the l6th day of Heshvan. I
MRS. ALICE GIMPEL don't have a calendar that goes back 109 years, so all I
| lﬂs' RUTH PIELET can add to this is that it must have been in November or
18 RD OF TRUSTEES the last days of October. The marriage certificate which
EUGENE KAUFMANN in the Hebrew is called Ketdj)bah specii;/ies the Hebrew
rﬁ:\lu;'?:ﬁ?&v hames of your great grandfather as Ephrim the son of
DNEY PODOLSKY M&iggngnd your great grandmother as Hanah the daughter of
| - It obligates your great grandfather to support
| her and treat her according to the laws of Judisum.
’ I It is most interesting in that the Ket&lbah was obviously
, specially prepared and written for the couple with their
I names beautifully printed. Now-a-days the Jewish marriage
certificate is "prepackaged" and the names are just written
in.

Yours truly,

18

Rabbl Hyman gress

RHA/ajk
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" 5-~rlage in=Biblical:times.-seems to .’
"“*thave been by ‘a verbal agreement Ketubot). We “learn from this

Ketubah vby Steffi Rubin tor Stuart and Naomi Deuefn*lenn

A Look at JeW|sh Tl'adltIOl’lS.

e Ketubah

| by Zhava Glaser

What is the: Ketubah" therally ' scribe had moved into the forefront
translated as “writ,” or “her writ,” of Jewish life, as he was able to
the_Ketubah has tradltlonally been provide necessary written

-a prerequisite for Jewish marriage.  documents of legal transactions.
‘It is a marriage contract—a pledge ~  The earliest mention of a written
- from a Jewish husband to provide = marriage contract is found in the
~ forhis wife in'the event of death or  apocryphal book of Tobit.” Aside
~divorce. From+the many ancient from this reference, the oldest ex-
‘Ketubot (plural) that have been tant Ketubah is a fragment of a
' preserved, ‘we ‘are able to gain ' document found among ' papyri
valuable ‘Information about the from Southern Egypt, dating from
- society, -culture, status, and ar- 440-420 B.C.E. Although not iden-
tistic development of a Jewish tical to the traditional Ketubah,
commumty |n a speciflc period or this fragment is remarkably similar

Iocallty _to our modern verslon m some of
“There ls no mention in the Bible ~ its details.
: of written marriage contracts. Mar- - “The Talmud devotes an entlre

.tractate to" the matter (Masekhet -

- between‘the individuals involved.  source that by 220 C.E., the
“The custom of writing a marriage  Ketubah had received an estab-
document may have developed - lished format. The document

| ~upon the Jews’ return from the begins with the date of the mar-

' 'Babylonian exile. In Babylon, the ‘rlage, followed by the locatlon of .
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¥ - the  actual’ weddmg ceremony
- After these, the names of the bride -
-....andggroom, - as well as:those of i
i~ their parents. are. noted This is
" followed “by-' various . financial "
 stipulations. In Jewish custom, ‘it
,was the: duty of the man.to set:
the - amount

_.aside 200 zuz a
., necessary to sustaln .an - entire

: '.’ family for a year — as a safeguard -

to his wife against an untimely

" death, and as a deterrent against a

hasty divorce. The dowry was also
 noted in detail. From this we are

;’7. .able to gain insight into the value

ystems of the ancient Jewish
ommunities. Signed at the end by
wo . witnesses, the Ketubah

"--_;_became a legally binding docu-
‘ment to'remain in the woman’s

possession

"Richor poor young orold, it was
the duty of the husband to present
“his -wife with a Ketubah. Indeed,

" such was the ‘importance of the

.Ketubah that a husband could not
- dwell with his wife for one hour

[

' had he not given this document to
“her. Thus, Ketubot were carefully
R ;'guarded, and many. ancient ones
‘have been well-preserved to this

“day.

Although marrlage is a senous
‘commitment, it is also an.occasion
~ for. great rejoicing. Likewise, it
“pbecame customary for the

-Ketubah, the marriage document,

to be embellished with beautiful ar-
" tistry, or illumination. In Jewish

tradition, the more beauty and ef- ..
~fort that was invested in the keep-

ing of a commandment (be it
. ‘Biblical or Rabbinical), the greater
“is the honor given to that com-
“mandment. - Thus, we find many
beautifully intricate examples of
Jewish art in traditional Ketubot. It
is customary to decorate a
- Ketubah with. Biblical or
" Rabbinical quotations, wishing
blessings for the new couple, with

. appropriate illustrations. One’

.. recurrent motif is that of a leopard,
(an eagle; a ‘hart, dnd a lion, accom-
‘panied by the .quotation from
.Pirkey- Avot - (Sayings. of the
"Fathers)! .“Be courageous ‘as a
leopard, light as an eagle, fleet asa

‘hart, and strong as a lion, to do the.
will _of thy _Father who s mk

JESEERU LY S

kel

heaven.” (5:23) Often, when the
_bride or groom had Biblical names,

the scenes depicted would be from
the life of that Biblical tharacter.
Jewish communities throughout.

_the - world developed particular

styles of Ketubah illumination, and
a trained eye is able to distinguish

the location, as well as the penod o
_ of the Ketubah’s origin. '

The Ketubah has been a continu-
ing link in Jewish history, a com-
mon bond between Jewish people
of different times and places. Yet,
why is there still a need for a

. Ketubah today? It is generally no

longer recognized as a legally bind-
ing document, yet the tradition is
continued.  There are many

" modern-day scribes and- .il-
luminators who supply the demand _ .

of Jewish couples for a personally

“designed Ketubah. A beautiful

work of art, the Ketubah expresses
the Jewish people’s desire for con-

‘tinuity in the chain of the ages.

Some Jewish Christians also
have continued the tradition of the
Ketubah, while dismissing its legal
implications. By participating in
this particular custom of Jewish
life, they have retained a historical
link to Jewish traditions which
enables them to express their com-
mitment to God creatively, as well

-as to identify with the Jewish com-

munity worldwide.

Modern day Ketubah by M. Richman for . -

Jim and Kresha Warnock
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