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Magic is my life
- and has been
" practically since I
- was born. 1 also
happen to be a bit of a history
buff. Mostly the magic history
of Chicago, but also the history
of the city itself. You can add in
the history of Spiritualism and
Halloween, especially how it
developed here in my home
town. This is sort of a diary of
my journey into the past. And
I'll be adding updates on my
books and produets.
Remember, the contents of
this page are copyright William
Pack and may not be
reproduced without the
premission of the author. Send
me a nice e-mail and I'll be
glad to work something out,
otherwise my wicked good
lawyers will be calling on you.
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No not Hamburgler or Hamburger or Humbugger,
as my spell check suggests.

Bart Whaley’s Who's Who in magic lists one
magician by the name, Hambujer.

Hambujer

(Denmark [sic]: 1848-1924) Pro sleight-of-hand.
Played Dublin (1859) & Boston (1860)

Of course, if we do the math, born in 1848,
played Dubtin in 1859; he would have been age
eleven and twelve in Boston. This is nat unheard
of, but unusual. What makes things more unusual
is a second (?) Hambujer in New York, Chicago,
and Detroit. Not that is unusuat that a magician
would use another’s name or is it the same
person and the birth date was recorded wrong.
Here is the knot.

(The New York Times, the Chicago Tribune, and
an unnamed Milwaukee paper are referenced and
partially quoted.)

April 1862, New York—Mons. Hambujer and a
Madam Hambujer play a benefit at the end of
their run. (Married at thirteen?)

July 1862, Chicago—Hambujer, the wonderful
Eust Indian Magician, commences a series of his
entertainments this Monday evening at Bryan
Hall. The Detroit Advertiser says of him: "This
celebrated magician, who is generally admitted
to have no superior, opened last evening in
Fireman’s Hall. The audience was large, and the
dexterous operator received rounds of applause.
Hambujer’s illusions defy all detection, while
they are performed with such rapidity that the
audience is kept in a continual furore of
excitement. We have never seen his superior as a
"prestidigitatuer,” and very few, if any, equals
has he on this continent. His exhibition of Indian
magnetism is decidedly interesting, and the
influence, which he exercises upon the subjects,
is truly marvelous. Mr. Hambujer has exhibited
in all the principal cities of the Union, and
carries with him the unanimous approval of the
press and people as a talented wizard.”

July 14, 1862—Hambujer, who has been engaged
during the past week in performing his wonderful
sleight of hand tricks at Bryan Hall, is now
arranging for the performance of two feats
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which have never before been performed in this
country, and which appear almost incredible,
smacking more of Arabian Nights supernaturalism

than latter day realities. Hitherto, Hambujer’s
feats have been those often witnessed here,
excepting that, they are done in this instance
without the usual appurtenances of the
magician’s repertoire. These new feats are
restoring the dead to life and suspending a boy in
the air by a single hair of his head from a
floating ball.

The first feat is well known in India. It consists of
placing a boy in a basket, thrusting a sword
through the basket and drawing out again
covered with blood. The boy’s body is examined
by physicians and then returned to the basket. A
pistol is discharged into the basket; the boy
vanishes, and re-appears alive and well.

The ball feat consists in suspending a boy by a
single hair to a rubber ball filled with a chemical
mixture by which he floats gracefully in the air
at the Professor’s bidding.

it is reported a day later that Hambujer learned
these tricks while serving in the military in India,
of which we can assume that he was a European
performing “Indian” mysteries. The Tribune also
reported that his two big draws previously
described did not live up to expectations.

The next city Hambujer visited was Milwaukee,
WI, but after that, any other current searches
have not picked up his trail.

Is he a past master or a pretender with great

promo?
If you know any more about him, please write.

posted by chgomagic at 6:16 PM on Jul 30, 2006

richard grayson said...

http://www.graysonfamily,org/Documents/Hambujer/

Ephraim Hambujer was my great grandfather. See
URL for complete bio.

5:28 PM
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Who is Hambujer?

No not Hamburgler or Hamburger or Humbugger, as my spell check suggests.
Bart Whaley’s Who's Who in magic lists one magician by the name, Hambujer.

Hambujer
(Denmark [sic]: 1848-1924) Pro sleight-of-hand. Played Dublin (1859) & Boston (1860)

Of course, if we do the math, born in 1848, played Dublin in 1859; he would have been age
eleven and twelve in Boston. This is not unheard of, but unusual. What makes things more
unusual is a second (?) Hambujer in New York, Chicago, and Detroit. Not that is unusual that a
magician would use another’s name or is it the same person and the birth date was recorded
wrong. Here is the knot.

(The New York Times, the Chicago Tribune, and an unnamed Milwaukee paper are referenced
and partially quoted.)

April 1862, New York—Mons. Hambujer and Madam Hambujer play a benefit at the end of
their run.

July 1862, Chicago—Hambujer, the wonderful East Indian Magician, commences a series of his
entertainments this Monday evening at Bryan Hall. The Detroit Advertiser says of him: “This
celebrated magician, who is generally admitted to have no superior, opened last evening in
Fireman’s Hall. The audience was large, and the dexterous operator received rounds of applause.
Hambujer’s illusions defy all detection, while they are performed with such rapidity that the
audience is kept in a continual furore of excitement. We have never scen his superior as a
“prestidigitatuer.” and very few, if any, equals has he on this continent. His exhibition of Indian
magnetism is decidedly interesting, and the influence, which he exercises upon the subjects, is
truly marvelous. Mr. Hambujer has exhibited in all the principal cities of the Union, and carries
with him the unanimous approval of the press and people as a talented wizard.”

July 14, 1862—Hambujer, who has been engaged during the past week in performing his
wonderful sleight of hand tricks at Bryan Hall, is now arranging for the performance of two feats
which have never before been performed in this country, and which appear almost incredible,
smacking more of Arabian Nights supernaturalism than latter day realities. Hitherto, Hambujer’s
feats have been those often witnessed here, excepting that, they are done in this instance without
the usual appurtenances of the magician’s repertoire. These new feats are restoring the dead to
life and suspending a boy in the air by a single hair of his head from a floating ball.

The first feat is well known in India. It consists of placing a boy in a basket, thrusting a sword
through the basket and drawing out again covered with blood. The boy’s body is examined by
physicians and then returned to the basket. A pistol is discharged into the basket; the boy
vanishes, and re-appears alive and well.

The ball feat consists in suspending a boy by a single hair to a rubber ball filled with a chemical
mixture by which he floats gracefully in the air at the Professor’s bidding.
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R RTE L R — Onr eltlvonc ome
-expreesing considerable impatience to wimm
the wonderful feat of restoring the desd to |
life, a5 advertised ‘by memﬂmbujg |
Ihashtemeu:madensoshrﬂlng that incre- |
dulity may well be pardoned. We have eard
-of wagers belng made that nedther the Profes-
-sorar *‘any other mau™ can do whathe sd-
"u'ﬁlﬂtobﬁiblﬁ to do. Hambuler sdvises .
1ix friends to take “‘ibat bet'--28 hLe insisty
thet ss sure asibe sun rises in the -heav-
ms,mm'mhnbﬂngthedm tolife, . -

That other fest of suspending two foet from
flie ground & boy fifteen - years old, by & sice
gietndn.thched toa.‘bdlionrinehesindlm
eler; 35 scarcely less wonderful. O

1n addition to the above wonderful md-

,,,,,

many” hteruﬁng -and nMA-;‘uMmmh,
m:mgvm will be the resiorstion ofa cans..
Yy Dind after having its hesd cut oft This
e:h!bmmhkuphu Mondsy cvening, Sist
M'Butlmy be secursd up to Mondsy

ooon. &llrgelmmna. hm:beanlecumd
slready,
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HaypBuser AT BRYAN HALL, -To-ulzht this
celebrated magicisn commences his series of
wonderful and inexplicable tricks of East In-
dian pecromancy and alight-of-hand, aAmoRg
which, will be performed the (drst time in the
Usited States) the thrilling and tragic feat of
murdering a boy and restoring him fo life, and
the beautiful and extraordinary saspension of
a boy sixteen years of age, by a single hairof
the head. Besides these, the professor will
introduce a number of novel and wnique ex-
berimpents jn the art magique never before
aeen in this country.

The fact of the feacibility of these wonder-
ful feats was folly demonstrated at a private
soiree given by Prof. Hambnjer on Friday eve-
ning last, in the presence of the reportorial
corps of this city.

A fuall orchestra of twelve musicians have
been engaged from the Great Western Band,
for the occas{on, and neitkerpains nor expense
have been spared to make thas entertainment
ope of the moat recherche affuirs ever given in
Chicago.

The professor and his boy will appear in fall
East Indian costume, :

We understan@ that a large number of re- ;
served eeats have already been engaged, and .
we would advise sll who futend going, to se- |
cure seats before {wo o'clock to-day.
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e amwoonn oo ~Or eMtlvong ama
-expressing considerable impatience to withess -
the wondexful feat of restoring the dead to |
life, 25 sdvertised by Professor Huxbujer,
Thes&temeutmadshmmrﬁ!ng that incre- |
dulity may well be pardoned. We have eard
-of wagers belng made that nelther the Profes-
-soror **any other man” can do what he gd-
‘warfises to beable to do. Hambujer sdvises
his friends to take “*{bat bet'’—as be insisty
thzt as sure ssihe sun rises in the - heav-
mmmvﬂlhbﬁnghdeﬁ tolite,. .. -

m:othezfeuo!mlpenﬂingmmttonx'
flieground aboy fifteen - years old, by & sic-
glé hair attached toa ball four inches tn diain-
d&ismreelyleurmm o

In addition 1o the above wonderfal ind:
stailing Ms,tha Professor will introduce
xpong which vmbe the restonﬂon ofs cang-.
Yy bird after having its hesd cut oft This
exhibition takes place Mondsy ‘evening, Sist
inst. Boats may be secured up to Mondsy

moon, Ahrgonnmnu. hlmbeanleeumd
slready,
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HasBUJER. —A very rcapeciable sudience
fruthered in Bryan Hall last evening upon the
occasiOn of the second representation of the
buy-murder. Tporn Monday evening, the
2rick was not performed to the entire gatis-
fscticn of the audience, owing to circumstaz-
<:6 beyond the control of the performer, but
3.5t ¢vening it passed off very smoothly, and
%a5 received with great applause, This even-
irg, Hambujer repeats it, together with many
otker intercsting feats of sleight of hand.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



COLONEL EPHRAIM HAMBURG, AGED WAR VETERAN, DEAD.
Chicago Daily Tribune (1872-1963); Jun 2, 1913; ProQuest Historical Newspapers Chicago Tribune (1849 - 1985)

pg. 4

COLONEL EPHRAIM HAMBURG,
AGED WAR VETERAN, DEAD.

Soldier in Franco-Prussian and Civil
Struggles and Believed Oldest
Mason in Chicago Passes Away.

Col, Kphraim Hamburg, veteran of wara for
his fatherland and his adopted country, died
Saturday at the Hnmlﬁl{g residence, 4049
Prairle avenue, at the age of 7. He was
belleved to be the oldest Mason in Chicago,

Col. Hamburg was born in Prussia Qct. 1,
1815, and entered the army at 18, con-
tinuing as drillmaster until he was detalled
in 1850 for three years' detached service in
London.. In 1859 he came to the United
States and settled’in Detroit, working for
the Detroit Free Press until the opening of
the civil war, In which he served for four
years. '

At the outbreank of the Franco-Prussian
war he offered his services to his father-
land and at the close of the war wasgranted
various medals. He was a Mason since 1804,
when he was initiated at Edinburgh. Hoe
in survived by his widow and eight children.
The funeral service at,the residence tomor-

row at 10 a. m. will be In charge ot Bee Hive
lndga No. 000 A W & A. M,
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