
Q-Your recent comme~~ls LDecemkr 28J. 
on the 1911 change in the Chicago number- 
ing s y s t e  nr may have alwd nume light 
on my family gmealogical research. My 
great-grandfather, Aaron Mandelba~tm, had a 
furniture store at 81 W. Van Buren-St. &I the 
1871 Edwards Chicago city direatoqv; I had 
assumed that that part of the city was de- 
stroyed by the Chicago Fire on Oet. 8..1871. 
Your information leads me to klleve that his 
store was west of the Chicago River and 
might not have been involved in the fire. 
Parhapti it war some atl~er fire.- 

Richard R. Grayson, St. Charlcs 

A-Your suspicions were correct. His bui -  
ness. at what now would be 521 8. Van 
Buren Street, apparently burned down in a 
separate f ~ e .  It was on Oct. 7, the day before 
the Chicago Fire. In "Chicago: Ib &story 
and Its Builders." J. Seymour Currey wrote: 
"On the nfght'of Saturday, Oct. 7, there was 
a large fire which started near the corner of 
Clinton and Van B m n  str~etu. A high south- 
west wind am bloulng and the flamer tiam 

spread beyond the firemen's control, burning 
north as far rw Adam Street and east to the 
nver. . . . Had the devastation not been fol- 
lowed immediately by a calamity as 
overwhelming as that a few hours 
later fell upon the city, the fire of Saturday 
night would be remembered as one of the 
city's great misfortunes." A total of IS acres 
were destroyed, principally coal and lumber 
yards along the river. -- . I I .  _ * a  
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